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press formal charges, resulting in an indictment against the defendant.4

A grand jury returns either a true bill5 or no true bill, while a petit jury 
returns a verdict.6

.
Simply put, 
is a sufficient amount of evidence so that charges can be brought,7

whereas a conviction means that the individual was found guilty of the 
crime(s) they were indicted with.8 This is a secret process, and very 
little to nothing is revealed to the outside world. No one really knows 
what goes on in it except for those jurors in the panel, and the prose-
cution. The grand jury is only presented evidence by the prosecutor. 
The defense does not play a role in the proceedings, and the jurors 
depend solely on the law and evidence presented by the prosecutor.9

10 this has proven to be untrue when it comes down to in-
dicting law enforcement related shootings. Countless times we have 
seen unarmed Black men and women killed by law enforcement and 

4 See Grand Jury, CORNELL L. SCH., https://www.law.cornell.edu/wex/grand_jury 
(last visited Nov. 24, 2020) (defining grand jury).  
5 See true bill, CORNELL L. SCH., https://www.law.cornell.edu/wex/true_bill (last 
visited Dec. 12, 2020) (defining true bill). 
6 See Verdict, CORNELL L. SCH., https://www.law.cornell.edu/wex/verdict (last vis-
ited Mar. 29, 2021) (defining verdict). 
7 See Alexis Kelly, What Is the Role of a Grand Jury?, ALL LAW,
https://www.alllaw.com/criminal-law/what-is-the-role-of-a-grand-jury.html (last 

.
8 See Gann McCloskey & Barry PLLC, Consequences of an Indictment vs. a Con-
viction, COLLINS GANN MCCLOSKEY & BARRY PLLC (Jan. 5, 2015), 
https://www.cgmbesq.com/blog/2015/january/consequences-of-an-indictment-vs-
a-conviction/ (explaining a conviction).  
9 Kelly, supra note 7. 
10 See Do We Need Grand Juries?, N.Y. TIMES (Feb. 18, 1985), https://www.ny-
times.com/1985/02/18/opinion/do-we-need-grand-juries.html (quoting Chief Judge 
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NYPD training official: Garner officer used banned choke-
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I. Racism in Ferguson—Leading Up to the Darren Wilson Case 

A. Michael Brown and His Story 

Michael Brown Jr. (1996-2014)
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But see ‘Hands up, don’t shoot’ did not happen in Ferguson
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 Ferguson City, Missouri

The Making of Ferguson
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You Can’t Understand Ferguson Without First Understanding 
These Three Things

Ferguson, Missouri: Black city, white 
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The Gangsters of Ferguson
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Justice Department Announces Findings of 
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C. Where does the money to build up a city come from? 
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D. The City’s Revenue and its Effects 

See generally Racial Capitalism
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II. Grand Jury Proceedings in the Darren Wilson Case 

A. Robert McCulloch 

Ferguson Prosecutor Robert P. McCulloch’s Long History of Siding 
with the Police

Prosecutor in Michael Brown Case Has Deep Family Ties to Police
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It’s Incredibly Rare for a Grand Jury to Do What Ferguson’s 

Just Did



Prosecutor in Michael Brown Case Has Deep Family Ties to Police supra 

If You Want to Understand the Ferguson Prosecution, You Should 
Know About the Jack in the Box Case
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B. First Grand Jury 
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How Not to Use A Grand Jury

Why Darren Wilson Wasn’t Charged for 
Killing Michael Brown

See Prosecutor in Michael Brown Case Has Deep Family Ties to Police supra 

Bob McCulloch’s Pathetic Prosecution of Darren Wilson
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Id. see

See supra 
Professors Fagan and Harcourt Provide 
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see also Dorian Johnson, witness to the Fer-
guson shooting, sticks by his story, 



INTERCULTURAL HUMAN RIGHTS LAW REVIEW

Everything the Darren Wilson grand jury got wrong: The lies, 
errors and mistruths that let Michael Brown's killer off the hook

How Courts Work, 
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Tennessee v. Garner

see also id.

See “Shocking Mistake” Exposed in Darren Wilson Grand 
Jury, 

see also 
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C. Second Grand Jury 
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Five Years after Ferguson, St. Louis County’s New Prosecutor Con-
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Progressive Reformer Ousts St. Louis Prosecutor Who Didn’t 
Charge Cop in Michael Brown Case
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III. No Indictment, the Difficulties to Indict Law Enforcement 

A.  Failure to Indict 

See Prosecutor: No Charges for officer in Michael Brown’s death

See id.
Wesley Bell announces he reopened Michael Brown case, but will not file 

charges,

Two-Thirds of Black Americans Don’t Trust the Police to 
Treat Them Equally. Most White Americans Do..
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Terry v. Ohio

Ohio

See  supra .
Terry v. Ohio

See supra



B.  Where to Go with the Grand Jury? 

See grand jury

Eliminate the Grand Jury

AP Explains: Powerful grand juries stay shrouded in se-
crecy

supra 
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C.  Ineffective Litigation 

See Prosecutor in Michael Brown Case Has Deep Family Ties to Police supra 

See supra
See  supra
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What Is Qualified Immunity, and What Does It Have to Do With 
Police Reform?

See Imbler v. Pachtman
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IV. Conclusion

St. Louis County Prosecutor Defends Objectivity




