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Baptism by Fire: A Survey of First Combat Experiences



Origin and History of the (Congressional) Medal of Honor 

Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives 
of the United States of America in Congress assembled, 
That the President of the United States be, and he is 
hereby, authorized to cause two thousand "medals of 
honor" to be prepared with suitable emblematic de-
vices, and to direct that the same be presented, in the 
name of the Congress, to such non-commissioned offic-
ers and privates as shall most distinguish themselves 

see 

supra
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by their gallantry in action, and other soldier-like qual-
ities, during the present insurrection.

The Army Medal of Honor: The First Fifty-five Years

Medal of Honor Recipients 1863-1973

See

See
,



The Great Locomotive Chase: The First Awarded Medal of 
Honor

 Id

See also Military Uniform and the Law of War

Dr. Mary Edwards Walker
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The Unique Nature of the Indian Wars 

American Indian Wars

Id
Id

Indian War Campaigns



Law of War 
and Peace

Indian War Campaigns supra
supra

supra
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Le Droit des Gens 

The Law of Nations 

Law of Nations

Laws of War

Id
The Laws of War in the 1812 Conflict

supra



Id
1871: The End of Indian Treaty-Making
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Variations in the Award of the Medal of Honor 

coup d’état

The Army In The Indian Wars, 1865-

America’s “Black Vietnam”: Haiti’s Cacos vs. The Marine 
Corps, 1915-22

More Fighting in Samoa; The British and Friendly Natives Attack Mataafa's War-
riors

Declarations of War by Congress



most
least
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Id

See
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set

Means, Motivation, and Opportunity

See



motivated means
opportunity

motivation

means

Social Change and Crime Rate Trends: A 
Routine Activity Approach,

Id. 
See

Id.
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opportunity

means

Massacres and the Medal of Honor 

intensity

Id.

supra
And the Elders and Scholars Wept: A Retrospective on the 

Symposium: Killing California Indians: Genocide in the Gold Rush Era



see also Gold, Greed 
& Genocide

California’s Little-Known Genocide, 

see also

Peter Burnett
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supra



post facto

Id
The Piikuni and the U.S. Army’s Piegan Expedition: Com-

peting Narratives of the 1870 Massacre on the Marias River

Id. 
supra
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Hist. of the Medal

Indian War Campaigns Medal of Honor Recipients Lloyd Milton Brett

Indian War Campaigns Medal of Honor Recipients Richard J. Nolan
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Lloyd Milton Brett

See generally



Letter to G  W. Baird
Cavalry Fire Discipline

.
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List of Medal of Honor recipients for the Wounded Knee Massacre



Aberdeen Sat-
urday Pioneer

First Sergeant Frederick Ernest Toy, G Troop, 7th Cavalry – Con-
spicuous Bravery and Coolness in Action

See The Medals of Wounded Knee
America is Indian Country: Opinions and Perspec-

tives from Indian Country Today
The Wizard of Oz)
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The peculiar policy of the government in employing so 
weak and vacillating a person as General Miles to look 
after the uneasy Indians, has resulted in a terrible loss 
of blood to our soldiers, and a battle which, at its best, 
is a disgrace to the war department. There has been 
plenty of time for prompt and decisive measures, the 
employment of which would have prevented this disas-
ter.

The Pioneer has before declared that our only safety 
depends upon the total extermination [sic] of the Indi-
ans. Having wronged them for centuries we had better, 
in order to protect our civilization, follow it up by one 
more wrong and wipe these untamed and untamable 
creatures from the face of the earth. In this lies future 
safety for our settlers and the soldiers who are under 
incompetent commands. Otherwise, we may expect fu-
ture years to be as full of trouble with the redskins as 
those have been in the past.  

to protect our civilization
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Conclusion



The Army in the Indian Wars, 1865-1890
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