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Shroud may be
medieval fake

ROME (NC) — The Vatican’s scientific adviser on
the Shroud of Turin said that aithough he had not seen
results of testing on pieces of the shroud, he believed
they would show the shroud was a medieval fake.

““The rumors and indiscretions in the press are too
coherent to be all false,)’ the adviser, Luigi Gonella,
told National Catholic News Service in a telephone in-
terview Sept. 27. ““I expect that when I get the results,
they will show that the shroud is medieval. But I don’t
know the results, and I can’t confirmm that it is
medieval.”’ ‘

Amid secrecy surrounding testing of the Shroud of
Turin, several newspapers in Great Britain and the
United States ran stories saying that scientists had
concluded that the Shroud of Trin, the 14-foot strip of
linen believed by some to have wrapped the dead body
» of Christ, is a medieval fake.

But, by prior agreement, none of the scientists or
church officials directly involved in the testing
revealed the results. They had signed a pact which
leaves that announcement to the cloth’s caretaker,
Cardinal Anastasio A. Ballestrero of Turin.

At the end of August, London newspapers
reported that scientists at Oxford University as-
signed to the testing had concluded the shroud was
produced sometime in the 14th century — give or
take 100 years. They quoted a Cambridge Uni-
versity professor unconnected to -the current
research.

This month, the Sunday Times — another Lon-
don newspaper — said all three laboratories in-
volved in the carbon 14 testing had decided they
were dealing with a hoax from the Middle Ages. It
said the results would be announced in early Oc-
tober. The laboratories are at the University of
Arizona in Tucson, and Oxford and Cambridge
Universities in England.

Then the Los Angeles Times and the New York
Times quoted the Rev. Robert Dinegar, an
American Episcopal priest who had once parti-
cipated in research on the shroud unrelated to the
current testing, as saying the London newspaper
reports were probably accurate.

Individuals directly connected to the Vatican-
sponsored tests called the newspaper reports ‘‘non-
news’’ and a ‘‘fishing expedition.”’

Gonella told National Catholic News Service
Sept. 3 that tests on the Shroud will not solve a
basic mystery — how did the image of a man,
apparently crucified, get on the cloth?

If testing proves it is medieval, a question re-
mains because the techniques to make such an im-
age did not exist in the Middle Ages, he said.
Previous tests showed the shroud was not a
painting.

Interfaith coalition

intervenes in abortion case

EDMONTON, Alberta (RNS) — An unusual in-
terfaith coalition will present arguments favoring
legal protection of the unborn before the Supreme
Court of Canada. The coalition, intervening in an
anti-abortion case, represents not only Christian
groups which have traditionally opposed abortion,
but Muslim, Jewish and Hindu groups as well. The
coalition will argue before the court in October that
unborn human beings deserve full legal recognition
under the Canadian Charter of Rights.

Czechoslovakian activist

sentenced to mental hospital

PRAGUE, Czechoslovakia (NC) — The author
of a petition for religious freedom signed by more
than half a million Czechoslovakians has been
sentenced to a mental hospital, dissidents reported.
They said Augustin Navratil, a 59-year-old railway
lineman who wrote the petition, was judged mental-
ly incompetent by a court in the Bohemian town of
Kromeriz. Navratil appealed the ruling and was sent
immediately back to work.

New Czechoslovakian bishops

Orbis Press Agency, the official Czechoslovakian news agency, provided this photo to
show the ordination of three new bishops, the first such ordinations in more than a
decade. Bishops Jan Lebeda and Antonin Liska receive the imposition of hands from
their fellow bishops during their ordination. Hundreds of Catholics crowded into St.
Vitus Cathedral in Prague to attend the ceremony. (NC photo)

Philippine bishops fight
government on birth control

MANILA, Philippines (NC) — The Philippine
government and Catholic Church are at loggerheads
over the means to control Philippine population.
Government-run family planning clinics are offering
sterilization and artificial contraceptives as primary
means of birth control; the church says the govern-
ment is engaged in ‘‘coercive’’ birth control pro-
grams. The issue is serious in the Philippines, a
country of 60 million that faces a population of 100
million by 2017 if growth continues at the current
rate. About 85 percent of the population professes
Catholicism.

Nicaragua halts humanitarian

aid for children |

NEW YORK — The sudden announcement by
the government of Nicaragua that private United
States humanitarian relief programs would be
suspended was met with sadness and regret by
Catholic Relief Services. CRS, with a $3 million
medical program for Nicaraguan children, is respon-
sible for one of the largest private assistance pro-
grams in Nicaragua. ‘‘It is regrettable that the.
Nicaraguan government has seen fit to suspend
these strictly humanitarian programs,”’ said CRS Ex-
ecutive Direcior Lawrence A. Pezzullo. ““They are
designed to meet the medical needs of innocent vic-
tims of armed conflict in that country.”’

Irish agency a factor in
slowing of abortion rate?

DUBLIN, Ireland (NC) — An Irish bishops’
agency that began as a telephone referral service
now offers a wide variety of help to women with
unwanted pregnancies. The agency, Cura — Latin
for care — offers free accommodation and medical
care during pregnancy and arranges temporary
foster care and short-term nursing care. Some Irish
women seeking abortions, which are constitutionally
banned in Ireland, travel to Britain, where the pro-
cedure is legal through the 28th week of pregnancy.
In 1987, the number of Irish women traveling to
Britain for abortions decreased by 8 percent from
1986. ““Cura and other similar organizations might
well have played an important part in the decrease,’
said Auxiliary Bishop Dermot O’Mahony of Dublin,
Cura’s coordinator.

Cardinal tells Pinochet

to respect will of the people

SANTIAGO, Chile (NC) — Cardinal Juan
Francisco ‘Fresno Larrain of Santiago has called on
Gen. Augusto Pinochet to respect the will of
Chilean voters in the Oct. 5 plebiscite. Cardinal
Fresno Larrain made the remarks in a homily dur-
ing a Mass marking the country’s Independence
Day. Pinochet attended the Mass. Avoiding direct
reference to the military leader, the cardinal called
on “‘he who presides’’ over the country to “‘show
humility”” and be ‘‘the first to realize his
limitations.’

Patriarch says U.S. interferes

in Lebanese politics

BKERKE, Lebanon (NC) — The head of
Lebanon’s Maronite Catholics has charged"the
United States with participating in a “‘flagrant in-
trusion’’ in Lebanese presidential politics through its
role in negotiations which resulted in a sole, Syrian--
backed candidate for the office. Patriarch Nasrallah
P. Sfeir has also informed the U.S. bishops of his
concern over what he called ““a violation of the
most basic and fundamental principles of freedom
and democracy.”’

Cardinal: Pope did not equate

capitalism and Marxism

UNITED NATIONS (NC) — Cardinal Roger Et-
chegaray, head of the Vatican Justice and Peace
Commission, said Pope John Paul II did not mean
to put capitalism and Marxism on the same moral
level in his encyclical, ‘“Sollicitudo Rei Socialis’’ (On
Social Concerns). The encyclical aroused controver-
sy, the cardinal said in a talk at the United Nations,
when some people concluded from the pope’s state-
ment that the church’s social doctrine adopts a
“‘critical attitude’ toward both economic systems.

Indonesia reducing number of

foreign missionaries

JAKARTA, Indonesia (NC) — The Indonesian
goyernment is formulating a new policy that would
reduce the number of foreign missionaries and re-
place them with Indonesians. The policy is still
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By Agostino Bono

ROME (NC) — Pope John Paul
has reaffirmed an all-male Catholic
priesthood, and rejected arguments
that Jesus Christ chose only men as
priests at the Last Supper to conform
to the culture -of the time which kept

Christ chose men at the

_Last Supper "with the
same freedom in which all
his actions made evident
the dignity and vocation
of women without
adjusting himself to the
dominant usages and tra-

“tions endorsed by the
.zgislature of his times"

women subservient.

““He did it in a way which was
totally free and sovereign,”’ said the
pope in an apostolic letter titled ‘“The
Dignity of Women.”

Christ “‘did it with the same
freedom in which all his actions made
evident the dignity and vocation of
women without adapting himself to
the dominant usages and traditions
endorsed by the legislation of his

times,’” said the pope.
Because of this, the priestly
ministry ‘‘is- exercised by men,”’ the

pope said.
He also said men and women have
"~ equal dignity in society and that a
later document would deal more
specifically with women’s role.

The‘pope’s letter was dated Aug. 15
and was scheduled for release by the
Vagqtican in early October in several
languages, including English. How-
ever, copies of the text began leaking
to news media more than a week
before the release date.

“If Christ, in instituting the
Eucharist, united it in such an explicit
way to the priestly service of the
Apostles, it is valid to think that in
this way he wished to express the rela-
tionship between men and women,
between that which is ‘feminine’ and
that which is ‘masculine, as desired
by God in the creation and in the
Redemption,”’ the pope said.

The document noted that Christ
often contradicted the culture of his
times in showing and teaching that

ffpregnancxés
. Whileat Angehca House Respect '
] foe volumeers provide the women

Stresses equality of sexes

women and men have an equal digni-
ty before God.

The pope called the apostolic letter
a meditation on women and promised
another document which will discuss
the pastoral implications of the role
of women in church and society.

The future document will be a post-
synod exhortation based on the
recommendations submitted to the
pope by the 1987 Synod of Bishops on
the laity, the pope said in the letter.
At the same time, the apostolic let-
ter .supported equal dignity for men
and women in ' marriage and society.

Marriage is a “‘reciprocal submis-
sion’’ by both spouses, said the pope.

The church opposes in society “‘all
those situations in which women are
at a disadvantage or discriminated
against by the fact of being women,”’
Pope John Paul said.

But the pope also warned against a
““masculinization’” of women in the
effort to achieve equality.

Women ‘‘cannot attempt to appro-
priate masculine characteristics which
go against their very feminine ori-
ginality,”’ the pope said.

*“The personal riches of femininity

are certainly no less than the riches of .

masulinity; they are only different’
he added.

The pope made a special ‘plea for
society to help single mothers, preg-
nant women who have been aban-
doned by their mates and women
pressured to have abortions.

The pope said the church has
always recognized ‘‘feminine genius’’
and encourages women as mothers
and consecrated religious to contrib-
ute to social and church development.
But it always has recognized that
consecrated virginity is a superior
state of life, the pope said.

The document is titled ‘‘Mulieris

" Dignitatem,” Latin for ‘“The Dignity

of Women’’ and is subtitled ‘“On the
Dignity and Vocation of Women on
the Occasion of the Marian Year.’

The Marian year ended Aug. 15,
the feast of the Assumption of Mary.

Most of the 125-page Spanish text
is a biblical reflection on the dignity
and role of women as it has evolved
through the Old and New Testaments.

The church’s prohibition of women
priests has often been restated by the
pope as a teaching of Christ which
cannot be changed.

Haitians cautiously

From Voice staff and
NC News Service reports

Haitians in South Florida have
reacted cautiously to the news that a
new military man has taken over the
leadership of their homeland.

The bloodless coup that brought Lt.
Gen. Prosper Avril to power was view-
ed by many as an ‘‘improvement’’ over
the increasingly paranoid, violence-
prone rule of Gen. Henri Hamphy.

Avril’s government has made vague
promises about returning to democracy
and apparently enjoys strong support
from the young, more progressive,
non-commissioned officers in Haiti’s
military.

Avril ‘‘has been behind every single
president,”’ said Father Antoine
Adrien, head of the Holy Ghost

1 - Fathers in Haiti. “This is an improve-

ment in the sense that this man has
more political sense than Namphy.”’

But Father Thomas Wenski, director
of the Haitian Catholic Center in
Miami, said ‘‘basically what they’re do-
ing is changing the foot that is in the
boot that is on the neck of the Haitian
people. The real solution is to get the
boot off the neck of the Haitian peo-
ple -

for Jamaican relief last week.

The fury of Hurricane Gilbert is gone,
but the devastation and suffering.
continues throughout the Caribbean.

In Jamaica alone, half a million
people are without homes, food,
sanitary water or medicine, and these
problems have not dissipated along with
the sensational headlines of a few days
ago.

That is why Archbishop McCarthy is
appealing for everyone to take goods to
their parish where it will be picked up
by Food For the Poor which has been
designated by the Archbishop as the
official relief agency for this effort.

“Tn the strange and mysterious ways
of God, our communities of South
Florida escaped the destructive on-
slaught of Hurricane Gilbert,” said the
Archbishop.

“As we thank God for our deliver-
ance, we are challenged by our less

\fonunatc neighbors, especially those on

oker and friends of Bon Secours Hospital and Villa Maria Nursing
Center in North Miami gave more than 50 boxes and bags of goods

Jamaica pain goeson

of aid, of course, is money which allows
purchase at special prices. Also needed
now and in coming months are canned
food, bedding, building supplies such as
zink roofing and lumber, and medical
supplies. (Clothing is not needed at
present.)

The simplest and most efficient form

“Hundreds of thousands of famﬂles
have lost all of what little they had, their
tin-roofed shacks, beds, food, all
belongings just swept away,” said a FFP
spokesperson. “And this problem won’t
go away for months, even years. So we
still need continuing help.”

Tax deductible checks may be made
out to Food For the Poor, mailed to:

Jamaica Relief Fund, Dept 1290;
1301 W. Copans Road; Pompano
Beach, Fl.; 33064.

Call your parish to find out where to

drop off any items you want to give. Y

The position has sparked criticism
from some women’s groups within
the church and provoked calls for
theological re-examination of the
position.

One of the arguments has been that
Christ chose men, not because he op-

Haiti’s bishops, meanwhile, took no
stand on Avril himself, but issued a
statement  this week calling for the’
disarming of all members of a feared
secret police corps and for an economic
and social recovery plan for their coun-
try, one of the poorest in the
hemisphere.

After two weeks of violence, the
bishops called for the ‘‘disarming of all
Macoutes and excluding from public
administration all those who, in one
way or another, have actively con-
tributed to consolidating and
perpetuating the dictatorial system dur-
ing the last 30 years.’

They added that the country “‘cannot
be satisfied with disarming Macoutes.”
" ““The necessary judicial structures
must be put into place because, to
avoid violence, people must be given
the chance to present their appeals for
justice,” the bishops said.

The Tontons Macoute were a secret
police force that terrorized Haitians
during the terms of former Presidents
Francois Duvalier and Jean-Claude
Duvalier, his son. The Duvaliers ruled
Haiti from 1957-1986.

After the 1986 ouster of Jean-Claude
Duvalier, the Tontons Macoute re-

posed women priests, but because of -

the cuftural and social conditions of
the times in which women were
denied leadership positions.

This argument was clearly rejected
by the pope.

hopeful

mained in Haiti. They are widely
believed to be responsible for the Sept.
11 attack on St. John Bosco Church in
Port-au-Prince. At least 11 people were
killed and 70 injured in the incident.
The bishops also said a national

recovery plan should be put into effect.

“Because the country’s economy is

at its lowest level, the state of the roads
are lamentable,”’ they said. ‘‘Health is
threatened. The country is deteriorating
at an extraordinary speed.”’

They called on international orga-
nizations to increase aid to the country.
The same day, Foreign Minister Serge
Elie Charles called for economic aid’
and ‘‘moral support” from the United
States.

Also this week, demonstrators mar-
ched from Port-au-Prince to the
suburb of Petionville to show support
for Salesian Father Jean-Bertrand
Aristide, an outspoken critic of the
government who escaped from the
massacre at St. John Bosco Church.
The crowd, which began as about 200,
swelled to several thousand by the time
they reached the rectory where 35-year-
old Father Aristide has been staying.
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National Briefs

Priest: Change
tax laws to
help homeless

WASHINGTON (NC) — Changing the property
tax structure could make more affordable housing
available to.the poor, according to Jesuit Father
William J. Byron, president of The Catholic Uni-
versity of America.

At a press conference in Washington, Father Byron
and two housing experts called on local governments
to lower tax rates on dwellings and raise tax rates on
land, to replace what they called the currently high
“‘penalty taxes’’ on new construction.

The proposal would require land speculators to pay
a larger share of local revenue, the three said. They
said it would not require more federal dollars but
would actually reduce local taxes for most taxpayers.

Father Byron, an economist, called it ‘‘a scandal

that homelessness.is growing while boarded-up apart-
ments stand idle”’ and said these ‘‘modest tax
changes’’ could make more cheap housing available.

‘““We are penalizing the wrong people,”’ the people
who are making property improvements, but ‘‘we are
not penalizing the people who are letting the buildings
decay,’ Father Byron said.

He also encouraged universities and think tanks to
study other ways to make housing available to the
poor and to help the homeless.

Walter Rybeck, director of the Center for Public
Dialogue, a Washington-area think tank, called land
the ‘“missing link in housing policy. Upside-down pro-
perty taxes foster speculation and slums. They punish

with higher taxes those who build, improve and main-

tain rental properties.”’

Rybeck said the tax system punishes good land-
lords. ‘‘Every time they build new rental units or make
major improvements to existing buildings — a new
roof, air condmoning, rec room, whatever — the
assessor raises the valuation so the owner’s taxes go
up ”

Cathollc educators praise

outgoing Secretary Bennett

- WASHINGTON (NC) — William J. Bennett’s
tenure as U.S. secretary of education gave new hope
to ‘Catholic schools and kept education issues in the
spotlight, according to Catholic educators. The out-
spoken Bennett, a Catholic who championed tuition
tax credits and vouchers for non-public school
students, left his education post Sept. 20 after nearly
four years in office. At a Sept. 19 dinner for Ben-
nett, Cardinal Bernard F. Law of Boston t.hanked
him “for giving new hope to the most sjgnificant
non-public school system in the nation.”

New York cardinal stars

in weekly TV show

NEW YORK (NC) — Cardinal John J. O’Con-
nor of New York is featured in a new weekly half-
hour television program which premiered Sept. 24.
Called ““Face to Face with John Cardinal O’Con-
nor,”’ it originates from the cardinal’s study in his
residence behind St. Patrick’s Cathedral. The pro-
gram has been placed in the 8:30 a.m. Saturday
schedule of New York’s station WNYW, a Fox net-
work station owned by media baron Rupert Mur-
doch.

Religious groups oppose

death penalty for minors

NEW YORK (RNS) — Several national religious
organizations have joined in a brief to the U.S.
Supreme Court urging it to reverse two state court
decisions imposing the death penalty on minors on
the ground that such punishment ““is cruelty for the
sake of cruelty.’ The brief concerns the high court’s
review of High v. Kemp, in which the petitioner was
one month away from his 18th birthday at the time
of his offenses, and Wilkins v. Missouri, in which
the death penalty was imposed on a defendant who
was 16 years old at the time of the crime and had a
long history of mental problems and drug addiction.
“Nothing is gained and all is lost by extinguishing
the life of a youth who commits a crime.’

Driving lesson

Bishop William H.
Keeler of Harrisburg,
Pa. gives a driving
lesson to Father
Kevin Rhoades,
director of Casa San
Fradcisco, an inner-
city center for
Hispanics in Harris-
burg. Bishop Keeler,
vested for biessing
the center, drove a
school bus when he
was an assistant
pastor. The bus
Father Rhoades is
learning to drive was
made available to
the center by a
| suburban parish. (NC
photo)

Judge rescinds order forcing

woman to use birth control

PHOENIX, Ariz. (NC) — An Arizona judge has
reversed her controversial order that an 18-year-old
woman convicted of abandoning her children re-
main on birth control for the rest of her childbear-
ing years. Catholic officials in Phoenix and the
American Civil Liberties Union had joined in
criticizing the order handed down last June as a
violation of the woman’s constitutional right to
religious freedom. The woman, Debra Ann Forster,
who is Catholic and pregnant with her fourth child,
was sentenced by Superior Court Judge Lindsay
Ellis Budzyn to lifetime probation and the use of
birth control after she pleaded guilty to two counts
of attempted felony child abuse.

Bishop: Yonkers issue could

hurt Church among blacks
NEW.YORK (NC) — Auxiliary Bishop Emerson
J. Moore of New York said that the future of the
Catholic Church among blacks could be hurt by the
controversy over public housing in the New York
suburb of Yonkers. He said he had found ‘“a lot of
anger’’ in the black community of Yonkers about
the role of the Catholic Church there. Most of the
whites demonstrating against the court order to
place public housing in the predominantly white
areas, he said, are Catholic. ““That has the possibili-
ty of negative impact in the black community.”
Bishop Moore, who is black, serves the New York
Archdiocese as vicar for social development.

Citizens told: Vote based on

respect for life at every stage

BOSTON (NC) — The Massachusetts bishops
have urged Catholics and other citizens to vote ac-
cording to a vision demanding respect for ‘‘every
human life from the moment of conception to
natural death.” They also pleaded for people to
““yote with thoughtful conviction.”’

Pro-lifers pleased: Congress

retains Hyde amendment

WASHINGTON (NC) — Church and pro-life
leaders welcomed action by Congress to affirm the
Hyde amendment banning most Medicaid funding -
of abortions. The House of Representatives recently
voted to uphold the ban, which forbids federal
Medicaid funding of abortion except in a case where
the woman’s life is endangered. The Senate had
voted earlier to begin permitting use of Medicaid
funds for abortion in cases of rape or incest when
the crime is promptly reported. But after the
House’s insistence on the Hyde amendment, the
Senate voted to kill its proposal for rape and incest
exceptions.

California bill restricts

lawsuits filed against churches
(RNS) — The California legislature has passed a
bill that sets stringent standards of proof before
court claims for punitive or exemplary damages
against a religious group can be filed. The measure
was supported by a broad coalition of religious
organizations, including the California Catholic
Conference, California Council of Churches,
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter- day Saints and
Church of Scientology. It was seen as a response to
cases like the lawsuit filed aginst Grace Community
Church in Sun Valley by Walter and Maria Nally,
whose son, Kenneth, committed suicide after he
received pastoral counseling at the church in 1979,

Bishops support higher

minimum wage

WASHINGTON (NC) — Auxiliary Bishop
Joseph M. Sullivan of Brookiyn has urged Congress
to enact a higher minimum wage to better provide
for ““dignity and economic reality’’ The bishop is.
chairman of the U.S. Catholic Conference Domestic
Policy Committee. The USCC has pushed repeated-
ly for passage of a bill to increase the minimum
wage, currently $3.35 per hour. The Senate bill sup- -
ported by the USCC would increase the wage to
$4.55 per hour by the end of 1991. The last increase
in the minimum wage came in 1981.

New bishops’ committee

to draft AIDS statement

WASHINGTON (NC) — Archbishop Roger M.
Mahony of Los Angeles will head a five-member
committee of bishops drafting a new statement on
AIDS for the National Conference of Catholic
Bishops. Others appointed by Archbishop May to
the new committee were Cardinal Joseph L. Bernar-
din of Chicago, Cardinal Bernard F. Law of
Boston, Bishop Raymond W. Lessard of Savannah,
Ga., and Bishop William H. Keeler of Harrisburg,
Pa.

Survey: Churches fail to help

people at critical times

MINNMEAPOLIS (RNS) -— Religious institutio:
often fail their members at the most critical times,
according to a six-year national study titled ‘‘Faith
Development in the Adult Life Cycle”’ The study,
which concludes that failure of institutions is par-
ticularly noticeable during mid-life re-examination of
values, combines poll data from the Gallup
organization and in-depth interviews of more than
1,000 persons nationwide. According to the study,
many people do not seek out churches for help be-
cause they believe they are not places where doubts
about faith can be entertained.
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Will court roll back legal abortion?

Supreme Court Justice says: "You can count the votes';
But it may take more to overturn 15-year-old precedent

WASHINGTON (NC) — Supreme
Court Justice Harry A. Blackmun rais-
ed court-watchers’ eyebrows and pro-
lifers’ hopes recently when he predicted
the Supreme Court will soon reverse its
1973 abortion ruling.

Blackmun, author of the controver-
sial Roe vs. Wade decision that legaliz-
ed abortion nationwide, told law

,students that “‘the next question is, ‘will

Roe vs. Wade go down the drain?’ 1
think there’s a very distinct possibility
that it will — this term. You can count
the votes.”’ ’

But the possibility of overturning
Roe vs. Wade rests on two major fac-
tors:

First, the Supreme Court has to
agree to consider abortion again.

As of mid-September, when the
court was still in recess after completing
its 1987-1988 term, it had included no
abortion cases on its 1988-89 agenda.
Furthermore, unlike the 1973 Roe case,
ar  Hortion issue the court does take
up ..obably is not going to involve a
direct, yes-or-no vote on abortion it-
self.

Second, reversing Roe vs. Wade
depends on getting Supreme Court
justices — historically independent in-
dividuals, no matter what the
presidents appointing them assume —
to vote against a 15-year-old precedent
legalizing abortion.

If the high court does take up
another abortion case, it might well be
one involving the rights of parents
when their teen-age daughters want
abortions. Another possibility might be
a case questioning the rights of a man
to prevent his girlfriend or spouse from
aborting his unborn child.

Parents’ involvement
The Supreme Court has upheld two

CINGOL
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‘Apparently [Supreme Court Justice Harry A.]
Blackmun recognizes that Roe vs. Wade can-
‘not survive merely on its constitutional mer-
its... Supreme Court justices are bound by
their oaths to overturn precedents when

- precedents violate the Constitution...’

National Right to Life Committee

types of law providing for parental in-
volvement in minor girls’ abortion. In
1981, for example, it upheld a Utah law
demanding doctors notify parents
when teens get abortions.

Two years later, it upheld a Missouri
law that required parental consent for a
teen-age girl’s abortion but also allowed
the girl to skip parental approval and
obtain consent from a court instead.

Since then, different state laws on
parental involvement have continued to
raise different questions, and federal

appeals court judges in August issued

contradictory decisions on parental in-
volvement statutes.

In a decision that pleased pro-lifers,
the 8th U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals
in St. Louis upheld a Minnesota law
that demands a pregnant girl notify
both parents and wait 48 hours before
having an abortion. The 8th circuit’s
7-3 vote overturned earlier rulings by a
federal district court and an appeals
court panel, which both struck down
the law.

The district court judge had attacked
the law for requiring notification of
both parents, suggesting this could
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create problems and perhaps lead to
violence in families where the parents
are embittered or one is abusive.

The full appeals court majority,
however, determined that ‘‘considering
the statute as a whole and as applied to
all pregnant minors, the two-parent
requirement does not unconstitu-
tionally burden the minor’s abortion
right”’

When Ohio tried to enact a parental
involvement law, it also ran afoul of
the courts.

A district court, and then a three-
judge panel from the 6th U.S. Circuit
Court of Appeals, ruled against Ohio’s
law demanding that doctors inform
parents before performing abortions on
teen-agers.

In its Aug. 12 ruling, the three-judge
appellate panel agreed with the district
court, which had ruled that Ohio’s law
was unconstitutionally vague, infringed
upon a woman’s constitutionally pro-
tected rights, placed an unfair burden
on access 10 abortion and violated con-
fidentiality.

Father’s rights

Meanwhile, fathers’ rights cases have

arisen in Indiana and Minnesota re-

~ cently, and pro-lifers want the Supreme .

Court to take up one of the Indiana
cases.

In that dispute, a man tried to pre-
vent his estranged wife from aborting
their child. The father obtained a lower
state court injunction temporarily for-
bidding the abortion. But the Indiana
Supreme Court subsequently dissolved
the injunction and said the man could
not stop the abortion, which the
woman then obtained.

In 1976, the Supreme Court ruled
that husbands cannot veto wives’ abor-
tion decisions. But, abortion opponents
contend, other aspects of the extent to
which the father can be involved in the
question remain unclear.

While the Indiana court proceedings
were under way, Chief Justice William
H. Rehnquist, one of the Supreme
Court justices considered most amen-
able to pro-life causes, refused to block
the Indiana Supreme Court’s action
allowing the abortion go ahead.

Others justices considered most like-
ly to vote to overturn Roe vs. Wade are
Byron R. White and President
Reagan’s three appointees — Sandra
Day O’Connor, Antonin Scalia and
Anthony M. Kennedy.

As Blackmun noted, the fate of Roe
vs. Wade may hinge on Kennedy’s
views on “‘stare decisis,”’ the legal doc-
trine that courts do not overturn older,
well-established rulings.

Kennedy joined the court in early
1988 after it had split 4-4 and issued no

(Continued on page 7)
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Church still filled
with immigrants

: By Tracy Early

NEW YORK (NC) — Jesuit
-sociologist Father Joseph H. Fichter
said in an address that American
Catholics are wrong when they speak
of a church of immigrants and the poor
only in past terms.

“The Catholic Church in this coun-
try now has more immigrants than it

Couples need
teaching, not

'Pope says so'
--KC leader

WASHINGTON (NC) — Convinc-
ing U.S. Catholic couples to follow
church teachings on marriage and
family life requires an explanation of
those teachings and not simply assert-
ing that “‘the pope says so,” said the
vice president of an institute focusing
on the theology of marriage and fami-
ly. '

Carl A. Anderson, vice president of
the John Paul II Institute for Studies
on Marriage and Family, said the
church’s understanding of the human
person and of God’s creation needs to
be explained to Catholics before many
of them will follow the teachings.

“It is a very complicated issue that
has to be looked at from philosophy,
theology, sociology, etc., to begin to
understand why the church teaches
this;” Anderson said during a mid-
September interview with National
Catholic News Service.

ever had in its history,” he said.

And statistics about ‘‘upwardly
mobile”” Catholics are ““deceptive,’ he
said, as long as they ignore those who
“never made it” or who ‘slipped
back” from the middle class.

Father Fichter, 80, is a professor
emeritus at Loyola University in New
Orleans, but remains active in part-time
teaching, lecturing and research.

He spoke in New York at ‘A
Theological Conference of Fordham
University.

In his address, Father Fichter
challenged the view that — with the
election of a Catholic president in 1960,
the move of Catholics onto Wall Street
and into the suburbs, their departure
from the labor movement and their
change of party affiliation — the
Catholic Church was no longer ethnic.

Immigrants today, he said, still con-
stitute more than a fifth of the
American Catholic population, includ-
ing 16 percent Hispanics, 3 percent
blacks and 3 percent Asians. Ethnic
parishes still exist and are growing on
the West Coast, he said.

Father Fichter said poverty among
American Catholics was not limited to
immigrants, but included many others
““who have not made it.)’ By conserva-
tive estimates, at least 4 million
Catholics were among the 32 million
Americans below the poverty line in
1987, he said.

“The permanent proletariat of peo-
ple on - welfare include our’ fellow
Catholics,’ he said. .

Father Fichter questioned suburban
parish programs designed to promote
“fellowship’> among small groups of
people of similar social class.

Dioceses Report On
Priestless Parishes, Missions

One or more priestless

70

Dioceses
rishes, missions

A

97
J\iﬁ Dioceses

No pnestless parishes, missions

Source: U.S, blshops’ Commiitiee on the Liturgy

Seventy of 167 dioceses replying to a survey by the U.S. Bishops
Committee on the Liturgy said they have one or more parishes that
are administered by someone other than a priest.
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70 Dioceses report

priestless parishes

WASHINGTON (NC) — Seventy of
167 U.S. dioceses. responding to a
survey have parishes and missions ad-
ministered by someone other than a
priest, according to the U.S. bishops’
Comimittee on the Liturgy.

The 70 dioceses with priestless
parishes and missions reported a total
of 193 faith communities headed by
either a woman Religious, a deacon, a
lay person or a religious brother, said a
report on the survey published in the
committee’s newsletter.

Fifty-one of the 167 dioceses said
that within the past year there were
parishes or missions in their dioceses
where a Sunday worship service had
been held in the absence of a priest.

Thirty-one of the 70 dioceses with
priestless parishes reported that within
the past year Sunday services had been
conducted without a priest. In those 31
dioceses, priestless Sundays were
scheduled at least once a month in 29
parishes.

A total of 49 dioceses said that
within the past year Sunday services

without a priest were conducted in .

parishes or missions which have a resi-
dent priest.
Ninety-one of the 116 dioceses repor-

**You can depend upon'’

ting no priestless Sundays said they
foresee a day when priestless Sundays
would be necessary. Fifty-six dioceses
said it would probably be within five
years.

The survey also found

e The majority of non-ordained
parish administrators are women
Religious. They account for 125 of the
201 administrators or administrative
team members.

¢ In the 51 dioceses where priestless

Sunday services were held, 169 deacons

were authorized to lead the prayer; 139
women Religious; 96 lay women; 94 lay
men; and 11 religious brothers.

¢ 137 dioceses reported weekday

Communion services in the absence of

a priest.
e 17 dioceses have established their
own guidelines for the training of

prayer leaders at services” without a

priest. Nine dioceses have commission-
ing services for the prayer leaders.
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dian child. Please send yours to: St.
Joseph's Indian School, Box 02F8. Cham-
berlain, SD 57326
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Fetal tissue research

BETHESDA, Md. (NC) —
Recognizing the “‘moral relevance’ in
decisions to use human fetal tissue in
research, a federal panel in a tentative
vote said Sept. 16 the practice was ac-
ceptable but called it ‘‘imperative”
that safeguards be developed to
respect ““the principled viewpoints of
all affected parties.”’

The 21-member panel is charged
with studying the scientific, ethical
and legal questions surrounding the
uses of tissue obtained from aborted
fetuses.

- In public testimony before the
panels the U.S. bishops, the Knights
of Columbus and other abortion foes
condemned the practice of using fetal
tissue from deliberate_abortions and
said the abortion and fetal tissue
questions were morally linked and
could not be discussed independently
of each other.

They said that in the interest of re-
s. .h women might have “‘custom
pregnancies’’ just to have abortions
and provide tissue and that abortions
would be timed to make optimum use
of fetal remains. They also said they
feared abortionists would collaborate
with researchers in making tissue
available.

But abortion supporters accused
their opponents of ‘‘holding hostage™
scientific advances that they said offer
the only hope to millions of
Americans suffering from diseases
from diabetes to Alzheimer’s.

Animal research and limited human
research has shown that fetal tissue

Panel convenes to study ethical questions;
bishops, pro-lifers object to abortion connection

transplants might become promising
therapy for Parkinson’s disease,
diabetes and various neural disease,
although such efforts have met with
mixed success so far.

Panel members included Holy
Cross Father James T. Burtchaell,
professor at the University of Notre
Dame in Indiana and three experts
from Jesuit-run Georgetown Universi-
ty.

Panel chairman for legal and
ethical issues is LeRoy Walters, direc-
tor of the Center for Bioethics at
Georgetown’s Kennedy Institute of
Ethics.

Father Burtchaell and Indiana at-
torney James Bopp Jr., general
counsel for the National Right to Life
Committee, dissented from the ma-

~ jority opinion that use of fetal tissue

would be acceptable.

Dr. Walters told NC News that
though there was a range of views
among panel members on abortion, a
majority ‘‘seemed to have unified’’ on
the view “‘that use of this tissue is im-
portant and does promise important
medical benefits that can’t be secured
in any other way”’

However, he said the panel was
“‘determined’’ to put restrictions in
place ‘‘to insulate the decision about
abortion from the use of tissue.”

Chief among safeguards panel
members have suggested would be

N.Y. Diocese mourns
Cuban exile priest

By Araceli Cantero
Editor, La Voz

Msgr. Raul del Valle, the first Cuban
priest in modern times to serve as Chan-
cellor of the Archdiocese of New York,
died last week at the age of 62 after a
seven-year battle with cancer. :

“Let it simply be said that the Church
has lost a great priest, the Archdiocese of
New York has lost an ardent pastor of
souls,Thavelostaman I grew to love,and
we have all gained an advocate in
heaven,” said Cardinal John O’Connor.

The cardinal was the principal cele-
brant of the Mass of Christian Burial
celebrated Sept. 23 for Msgr. del Valle at
St. Patrick’s Cathedral. Burial was in St.
Raymond’s Cemetery in the Bronx.

Born in Guanajay, Cuba, Msgr. del
Valle studied theology in Havana and
canon law at the Gregorian University in
Rome. He was ordained in 1949 and
served as secretary to Havana’s Cardinal
Manuel Arteaga Betancourt from 1954 to
1961, when he was forced to leave his
homeland.

“at he thought would be justatempo-
ra , absence turned into permanent exile,
however, and that same year he began
ministering in the Archdiocese of New
York. He served as pastor, hospital chap-

lain, and judge of the Archdiocesan Mar-
riage Tribunal before being appointed
chancellor in 1985.

In this position, he followed in the foot-
steps of Father Felix Varela, a 19th-cen-
tary Cuban priest who was exiled in New
York because he advocated Cuban inde-
pendence from Spain.

Father Varela, a philosopher and theo-
" logian, spent 27 years in New York work-

ing with Irish immigrants and reached the
position of vicar general in the diocese.
He then retired to St. Augustine, Fla.,
where he died in 1853. His remains were
returned to Cuba.

For many years, Msgr. del Valle had
been collecting data on the life of Father
Varela in order to promote his caunse for
canonization. Last April, he accompanied
Cardinal O’Connor to Cuba for Church
ceremonies marking the bicentennial of
Father Varela’s birth. It was the only time
hereturned to his homeland in 27 years of
exile. :

Upon learning of Msgr. del Valle’s
death, Miami Auxiliary Bishop Agustin
Roman, who had been his friend for 30
years, called him “an exemplary man,”
and praised his priestly example and
“courage in carrying the cross of cancer
while continuing his work as chancellor.”
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Pro-lifers worry that,
in the interest of
research, women
might have 'custom
pregnancies’ just to
have abortions and
provide tissue.

keeping decisions on abortion totally
separate from tissue retrieval and in-
forming those recipients of tissue, in-
cluding researchers, hospitals and
others who would have moral reasons
to object to how the tissue was ob-
tained.

In pubilic testimony, Kay C. James,
spokeswoman for the National Right
to Life Committee, told the panel that
those who support fetal tissue use give
the ““most seductive argument that
even if you oppose abortion you
should be glad something useful
comes out of it.”’

Earlier, Richard Doerflinger, assis-
tant director of the National Con-
ference of Catholic Bishops’ Com-

mittee on Pro-Life Activities, said
abortion supporters ‘‘overstate” U.S.
society’s acceptance of abortion. He
pointed to a 1985 New York Times
survey that indicated 54 percent of the
respondents thought abortion was
murder.

He said the U.S. bishops did not
see how the practice of using fetal
tissue ‘‘can be institutionalized
without threatening a morally unac-
ceptable collaboration with the abor-
tion industry.”’ .

Other speakers, representing ethics
centers, research facilities and ad-
.vocacy groups for victims of disease,
approved .of using the tissue but
strongly urged stringent federal guide-
lines to protect the practice from
commercialization and its subjects
from exploitation.

_The White House has proposed
banning the use of fetal tissue in
federally financed experiments and
treatments, but Health and Human
Services Secretary Otis R. Bowen an-
nounced he would not take a position
on the proposal until he received the
panel’s findings. Those conclusions
are not expected until December.

Will court roll back legal abortion

(Continued from page 5)

opinion on the case of an Illinois paren-
tal notification law.

“Apparently Blackmun recognizes
that Roe vs. Wade cannot survive mere-
ly on its constitutional merits,” the Na-
tional Right to Life Committee said.

“Blackmun hopes that Justice Ken-
nedy will abide by precedent,” the
group noted. “But Supreme Court

justices are bound by their oaths to
overturn precedents when precedents
violate the Constitution, as does Roe
vs. Wade.”
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Fr. Junipero Serra

beatified in

VATICAN CITY (NC) — Pope
John Paul II beatified Franciscan
Father Junipero Serra, founder of nine
California missions, in an outdoor
ceremony in St. Peter’s Square.

An estimated 40,000 people gathered
under a sunny sky to hear the pope

. Father Serra evangelized
California.

p_raise the 18th-century Spanish mis-
sionary for his commitment to the
California Indians he evangelized.

Five others also were beatified dur-
ing the ceremony, including a Jesuit
priest unjustly executed in Mexico in
1927 following an assassination attempt
on that country’s former president.

Among those - attending the
ceremony was Sister Boniface Dyrda,
72, an Ohio nun whose cure from a
debilitating disease 27 years ago was
declared by the pope last December to
be due to Father Serra’s intervention.

Other " U.S. pilgrims attending the
Sept. 25 Mass included a S5-year-old
boy with AIDS and a 30-year-old
Dominican nun with cancer, both of

e

ome

whom are hoping for miracles through
Father Serra’s intercession.

Father Serra evangelized Mexico and
California, establishing a string of mis-
sions along the continent’s West Coast.
He is buried in the Diocese of
Monterey, Calif.

In his homily the pope cailed Father
Serra “‘a shining example of Christian
virtue and the missionary spirit.”’

His mission to the California Indians
stemmed from a desire to ‘‘further their

_authentic human development,” he

said.

He sowed the seeds of Christian faith
amid the momentous changes wrought
by the arrival of European settlers to
the New World,” the pope said.

His mission work meant he also had
o ‘“‘admonish the powerful”’ so that
they would not ‘“abuse and exploit the
poor and the weak,’ he added.

The cause of Blessed Serra became a
subject of controversy in recent years.
Critics, including American Indian
spokesmen, charged him with brutaliz-
ing Indians and suppressing Indian
culture.

In 1986, a special investigation by the
Monterey Diocese concluded such

-charges were false. One historian cited

by the report said the priest often clash-
ed with military and civil officials in his
defense of Indian rights.

Father Pro was a member of the Na-
tional League for the Defense of
Religious Liberty, which opposed the
Mexican government’s crackdown on
the church during the 1920s.

While some opponents of the
governmernt took up arms, the Vatican
determined that the priest was not one
of them and that he was a martyr “‘kill-
ed in hatred of the faith”’

Pope Says:

Apartheid must end

VATICAN CITY (NC) — Pope John Paul 1I said South Africa’s apartheid
system is in “‘clear conflict”” with Christianity and must end for the good of all
African peoples.

The pope made the remarks at a general audience Sept. 21, two days after he
returned from a 10-day trip to southern Africa. He recalled the countnes he visited
—- Zimbabwe, Botswana, Lesotho, Swaziland and Mozambique — without men-
tioning his seven-hour detour in South Africa Sept. 14, after bad weather forced
his plane to land in Johannesburg.

The pope said it was his 1mpress1on that the entire region faces a “‘particular

“problem.”’

““It is the problem of ramal segregation, apartheld which remains in clear con-
flict with human dignity, both from the point of view of the common moral cons-
cience and that of the Christian faith,” he said.

““Overcoming this kind of discrimination is an integral part of the program of
liberation and self-determination among African peoples,” he said.

The pope repeated his call for peace in Mozambique, which has been wracked
by civil war for several years, and Angola, where negotiations are now under way
to end a conflict that includes South Africa. He also expressed hope that the
Angola accord would bring independence to Namibia, which is currently ruled by
South Africa.

He encouraged the bishops of the countries he visited to continue their row. of
reconciliation, trying to bring the various factions of their societies together.

The pope also said he was pleased with the liturgies he saw in southern Africa,

- particularly the native songs and dances woven into them. He thanked civil and

church authorities for making the visit possible and for coping with its ar-
rangements.

Jews not Christ killers

VATICAN CITY (NC) — Pope
John Paul I1, in an audience talk on the
crucifixion, emphasized the church’s
teaching that the killing of Christ can-
not be blamed on all Jews of that time
or of the present. :

‘‘Historical responsibility for
Christ’s crucifixion rests with those

-mentioned in the Gospel,” the pope -

said Sept. 28. ““‘One cannot enlarge this
accusation beyond the circle of people
who were really responsible.”’

““We must always keep in mind the
teaching of the Second Vatican Coun-
cil, which declared that ‘even though
the Jewish authorities and those who
followed their lead had pressed for the

death of Christ, what was committed
during his passion cannot be imputed

“indiscriminately to all Jews at that time

or to Jews today, *’ the pope said.

He was quoting from ‘‘Nostrae
Aetate,”’ the council’s landmark docu-
ment on relations with Jews and other
non-Christians. The council’s teaching
rejected the once-common view that
the Jews as a people were responsible
for Jesus’ death, and that they were a
people repudiated by God.

The pope has previously underlined
the council teaching, notably during his
historic visit to a Rome synagogue in
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Catechetical Day '88

Ed Gutfreund, Tom Sparough and
Chris Potter of the Fountain Square
Fools performa skit for Archdiocesan
catechists as kick-off to annual Cat-
echetical Day. The "fools" tour the
country prociaiming the Good News
through drama, preaching and
prayer. (Voice photo / Marlene Quaroni)

'Be Moses

lead others to justice;

2,000 rellglous educators told

By Lily Prellezo
Voice Correspondent

Next Sunday, if a passionate parishioner clutches you
by the throat and shakes you up and down, he or she 1s just
following instructions.

Instructions against apathy, that is, given by Eileen
Ford at Catechetical Day ’88, the annual reunion of close
to 2,000 Archdiocesan religion teachers. Each year,
Catechctical day cnables religious instructors to update
their knowiedge on current issues related to Christian
education.

In addition to the workshops, the event is known for its
outstanding exhibits by nationwide publishers such as
Benziger, Tabor, and the Daughters of St. Paul.

Held last Saturday at the Sheraton Bal Harbour, Cat-
cchetical Day 88 focused almost entirely on social
justice — as the duty of every Christian and an awarencss

~ery religious educator must pass on to students.

Ford, president of William Sadlier Publishing Com-
pany and former superintendent of schools for the New
York Archdiocese, began the day by saying that apathetic
Christiansare the biggest obstacles to the pursuit of social
justice.

She suggested that the message of Luke 4:18-19 be
emblazoned on every church door: “The Spirit of the
Lordisuponme,because he has anointed me to bring glad
tidings to the poor. He has sent me to proclaim liberty to
captives and recovery of sight to the blind, to let the
oppressed go free, and to proclaim a year acceptable to
the Lord.”

Although injustice is not frequently connected to
America, the richest country in the world, Ford shared
haunting tales of a pregnant 15 year-old huddled in New

York’s subway with a sign reading “Help Me,” and of a -

14 year-old murderer with no respect for life since “we’ll
all be dead soon anyway.”

Another survey asked 5th, 8th, and 11th grade students

to choose from among 20 things —including fame,
fortune, and fantasies — that which they wanted mostout
of life. Ninety percent said they wanted “a happy family
life.”

Unfortunately, only 41 percent of infants born today

Sister Rose Monique Pefa, director of Religious
Education for the Archdiocese, gives special peace’
and justice awards to Teresita Vazquez, a teacher
at Msgr. Edward Pace High School in Opa-Locka
(top) and John Winters, founder and director of
GOAL (Get Out And Live). (Voice photos / Lily Prellezo)

will, on théir 18th birthday, have the privilege of living
with both parents, Ford noted.

“We have stolen childhood away from our children and
taken away hope,” she said, but concerned Christian
people can still make a difference.

“Each of usisa Moses and Mosetta— we many not live
to see the promised land of justice to the disenfranchised
or of equal treatment. But you are stronger than the
strongest babbler. I know because I’ve been babbling
across the country for40 years.”

One group who have made a commitment to social
justice are the Jesuits, Ford noted. High school diplomas

“But I was converted to Jesus Christ when I became

are withheld from students not meeting their obligations
to serve the poor and unfortunate of this country.

She recounted the story of murdered Archbishop Oscar
Romero of El Salvador, who once said he believed he was
Catholic because he had gone to Catholic school, had
become more Catholic when ordained a priest, and was
most Catholic when named bishop.

Bishop of El Salvador,” he said, because only then did he
walk with his people and give them a chance to share their
pain with him. v
“Let your kids and your parish dump on you,” urged
Ford. “We must take on one another’s pain. Rent out an
old granny and call her to share her pain. By the power of
(continued on page 10) )



Breaking
new ground

Parishioners of Our Lady of the Holy Rosary in Perrine recently broke ground for
construction of theirnew church, scheduled to be completed by Christmas of 1989. Some
of the spade-turners, from left: Charles Newcomb; Archbishop Edward McCarthy; Father
Ronald Brohamer, pastor; Bob Fahey; Ron Mrozek; Pat Brickman; Sister Barbara Ann
Balog and Sister Ada McMahon, co-principals of Holy Rosary School; and Father Adam
Stromski, a retired priest who ministers at the parish. (Voice photo / Marlene Quaroni)

Handicapped have equal right to
learn about God, catechists told

(continued from page 9)
the powerless we can lead them to what
our Church is all about: eucharisting.”

As part of the Catechetical Day, three
very committed teachers were awarded
special peace and justice awards by their
fellow catechists:

» John Winters, who in 1972 started
working with people who considered
themsclves “too handicapped to be of any
use.” He is now executive director of
G.0.AL. (Get Out and Live), a program
helping Miami’s handicapped home-
bound.

« Angie Femmandez, who has led her
sixth grade religion class at St. Brendan’s
Schoolin Miami to write letters opposing
oil drilling in Florida and supporting strict
gun control. They once made a personal
appearance at Miami City Hall so that
funds would be allocated for a project to
end world hunger. Fernandez also was
named 1988 Peace Educator of the Year at
the elementary school level by a locally-
based peace and justice foundation.

» Teresita Vazquez of Msgr. Edward
Pace High School in Opa-Locka, who
won the same award at the high school
level. She directs the Social Justice Club
at Pace and moderates the Respect Life
Group. Together they raised money for a
school in Haiti and last January partici-
pated in the annual Walk for Life in
Washington, D.C.

After Ford’s keynote speech, concur-
rent workshops in English and Spanish
were held in the morning and afternoon,
spanning topics like R.C.LA. (the Rite of
Christian Initiation of Adults), creative
teaching tools for catechists, methods for
infusing social values to young people,
Christian morality in the 20th century,
today’s problems and tomorrow’s
Church, and peace and justice in the ¢le-
mentary classroom and family.

A most moving workshop was titled,
“Let the Children Come Unto Me,” and
given by Sister Lucia Ceccotti, S.8.J.C.,
director of the Marian Center, the Arch-
diocesan school for the developmentally
handicapped and mentally retarded.

Students with mental handicaps had led
the convention in an Qur Father at the
opening of Catechetical Day. They and
their parents were present at the work-
shop, where older children recited the 10
Commandments and answered questions
about their faith. The younger children,
most of them preparing for First Com-
munion, were also drilled on some cate-
chism basics. _

“It is a serious injury to teach only the
‘learned’ or those with ‘good brains,’”

Sister Lucia Ceccotti and two of her students from the Marian Center recite
religion lessons during workshop on the handicapped at Catechetical Day
'88. (Voice photo / Lily Prellezo)

said Sister Lucia, who in 1963 started the

Marian Center — “the best school in the
world” — at the request of the late Miami
Archbishop Coleman Carroll.

Shereminded the catechists that people
were always brought to Jesus, and it is the
duty of parents and friends to make their
parishes aware of the needs of the handi-
capped. .

She recalled how, during preparations
for the papal visit last year, some parishes
sent her no names of handicapped people
needing assistance to take part in the his-
toric Mass at Tamiami Park, “It seems
Catholics have no handicapped,” she said
in her Italian-accented English.

She encouraged parishes toadoptaplan
of action: including equipping churches

Catechetical Day '88

and parish buildings with ramps and spe-
cial restrooms for those with physical
handicaps. Later, those with develop-
mental handicaps should be recruited to
sing in choirs, become altar servers, or
read from the lecterns.

During one of the most msplrauonal
moments of her workshop, one of Sister
Lucia’s students, Angie, sang “Tomor-
row” from the play Annie.

“We must use them as we use other
people,” Sister Luciasaid, noting also that
if a child whines and misbehaves in
church we accept it as part of childhood,
but if a Down’s Syndrome child acts
accordingly, we become annoyed.

“Prejudice starts with the simple per-
ception of difference,” said the Bishops of
the United States in their 1978 pastoral on
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handicapped people. “The parish is the
door to participation for handicapped
individuals, and it is the responsibility of
the pastor and lay teachers to make sure
that this door is always open.”

One example of that is St. Augustine
Church and Catholic Student Center in
Coral Gables, which in 1987 began teach-
ing religious education to the develop-
mentally handicapped. Religion teacher
Betty Rodriguez also works with special
needs children at the Debbie School
housed in the University of Miami’s
Mailman Center.

“When a mother told me, ‘don’t you
think they have souls, too? I was
moved,” said Rodriguez. “T start with

very simple things:-music, art, and ges- .

tures. You must keep in mind that you are

teaching them at their developmental age,

not their chronological age.”

This year, three developmentally
handicapped children from St. Augustine
will make their First Communion. “They
need contact with God’s love for the same
reason any child does,” said LyaLascola,
director of religious education (DRE) at
the parish.

In the book, “The Clowns of God,”
author Morris West imagines God’s
words when he created the mentally re-
tarded: “Youneed asign. Whatbetter one
could 1 give than to make this little one
whole and new? I could do it; but I will
not. I am the Lord and not a magician. I
gave thislittle childa gift I'denied to all of
you: eternal innocence.’

Treatthemasthey deserve to be treated,
said Sister Lucia, because one day they
will open the gates of Heaven for you.

hearings
going on

The consultations for the historic docu-
ment, “Partners in the Mystery of Re-
demption: A Pastoral Response 1o
Women’s Concerns for Church and Soci-
ety,” have begun. All members of the
Archdiocese of Miami are encouraged to
participate. Here is how:

» Obtain a copy of the document, avail-
able in English and Spanish, by contact-
ing the Office of Evangelization, 757-
6241, ext. 189.

« Prepare for the consultation by read-
ing and re-reading the document prior to
attendance.

= Select alocation and date {rom the list
below; all are open to the public.

« Bring your copy of the pastoral letter
and response form (available in both
English and Spanish) to the consultation.

« Arrive 30 minuies carly to register.

« Bring your own brown bag lunch.

Following are the locations of the hear-
ings:

Sept. 29 and Oct. 6 (2-part con-
sultation): St. Augustine, Coral
Gables, 7 p.m. (English); sponsor: par-
ish.

Oct. 1: St. Brendan, Miami,9a.m.
to 3 p.m. (English and Spanish); sponsor:
Miami Archdiocesan Council of Catholic
Women and parish.

Oct. 1: Sts. Peter and Paul, Mi-
ami, upstairs auditorium, 9:30 am. to 3
p.m. (Spanish); sponsor: Office of Wor-
ship and Spiritual Life.

Oct. 8: St. Agatha, Miami, 8:30
a.m. to 3 p.m. (Spanish); sponsor: parish.

Oct. 17 and 19: Church of the
Little Flower, Coral Gables, parish
hall, 7 p.m. to 10 p.m. (English and Span-
ish).

‘Oct. 26 and 27 (2-part consulta-
tion): St. Bartholomew, Miramar,
7:30 p.m. t09:30 p.m. (English); sponsor:
Catholic Community Services, Broward
Region, and parish.

Oct. 29: Archdiocese of Miami
Pastoral Center, Miami Shores,
9:30a.m. to 3 p.m. (English and Spanish);
sponsor: Office of Lay Ministry.

, sxstan b the Piocidon of St, Thomas
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- Reflect God to others, priests told

Will that image of God be cold and rigid or warm and caring?
Knowing yourself is key to accurate reflection of a loving God,
expert tells Archdiccesan priests at Convocation '88

By Araceli M. Cantero
Editor, La Voz Catélica

The faithful want to believe that God is
friendly and compassionate, but how can
they if their pricsts don’t reflect this im-
age?

Sister Kathleen Kelly asked that rhe-
torical question during one of the keynote
talks at Convocation ’88, a week-long
gathering of all the priests in the Archdio-
cese of Miami.

Inatalkaimedatthe clergy butrelevant
for the laity as well, she stressed that not
only pricsts, but all Christians, have a
duty to live up to the words of the Book of
Genesis: “Man and woman he created
them. In his own image he created them.”

To reflect the image of God, she said,

»ans to “commit ourselves, out of who

-are, tobecome lovers, torisk whatever
it means to love.”

Sister Kelly, a veteran of priestly and
Religious formation who holds a doctor-
ate in counseling, asked if by our actions
we mirror acold, rigid, insecure God, or a
warm, loving, caring God?

Or do we mirror a schizophrenic God
— such as a priest who is pious and
wonderful at the altar yet cold and unwel-
coming in the yard?

In her talk on the “human aspects of
collaboration,” Sister Kelly stressed that
today more than ever in the Church “we
are called to work together.” Because this
involves human relationships, it makes
great demands on people and provides
great opportunitics for growth.

Relationships

“Relationships call us to hard and pain-
ful work,” she said. “Itis only in rclation-
ships that I am forced to confront the
narcissistic tendencies within me. It is
only in relationships that I am forced to
look at the self-protectedness about me...
Only in relationships I must deal with my
sexuality and my emotional feelings.”

She stressed that celibacy does not
excuse anyone from confronting the sin-

fulness within. “Celibacy is notan invita- °

tion to avoidance, but a call to love.”

Sister Kelly shared with the pricsts her
years of experience in pricstly and reli-
gious formation and the insights gained
through her work at the House of Affirma-
tion, a national Catholic center that helps
priests and religious in crisis.

She admitted that being a pricst is a
difficult thing today: “You are in the eye
of the hurricane, in times of tremendous

. transition and change, all of which means
loss.”

In her opinion, pricsts are dealing with
loss of status, of role and function, with
few clues as to what the future will bring.

Loss, anxiety

“Loss leads to anxiety, and when anxi-
<ty happens there is a need to exercise
control,” she explained. Today more than
ever, “we are called to work together, but
the anxiety level in individuals makes this
difficult.”

Making matters more difficult are the
many hats a priest must wear : pastor,
teacher, counselor, administrator, and
even janitor.

Each of those rdlcs demands adjust-

ments in relationships “and you end up
totally exhausted,” she told them.

Who am I? is the question that may
come up for the priest. Can he be priest,
pastor, teacher, counselor all in.one per-
son?

Sister Kelly told the priests that only
“out of the acceptance and awareness of
who you are comes the ability for collabo-
ration.”

And this is specially important for

“priests, given their prominent role in
people’s lives.

According to Sister Kelly, the ability to

‘If the priest is asked to be
anything today it is to be a
real presence, a real human
being who is willing to be
warm and loving and caring
and willing to be risking and
involved in Ilfe.’

Sister Kathleen Kelly

responsibly manage the trust deposited in
him depends on a priest’s self-perception,
sclf-awareness, clear sense of identity and
appropriate boundaries.

Sister Kelly talked about each of these
aspects and stressed that every individual
has a way of perceiving reality which
affects his interaction with others.

Reality ‘filters’

“We filter acceptance of reality and
until we understand we have a filter we
cannot change our bchavior,” she said.

She mentioned three areas that can
block the view of reality: family history
and ethnic background; perception about
priesthood and ministry; perception of
women and sexuality.

“We have learned to relate through the
way mother and father related,” she said.
But adulthood is the time to re-learn and
ask: Is there anything I need to do to
become better?

She especially stressed the importance
of recognizing one’s own history, if it
includes experiences of child abuse, alco-
holism or childhood distortions.

These may result in behavior that es-
capes relationships and takes refuge in
cxcessive work, alcohol, or any other
addiction.

“Whatever your ethnic background it
impacts tremendously on how you per-
ceive,” she told the priests. “How you fcel
about sexuality, women and priesthood is
filtered by your ethnic background.”

Sister Kelly said that “an insecure iden-
tity isbound to overwork,” as alegitimate
way to avoid relationships. “These take
time... but then people end up in their 60s
and 70s alone.”

In her opinion, “the best insurance for
oldagearerclationships,because whenall
else fails you have those friends.”

Sister Kelly stressed the importance of
knowing one’s own basic needs: for
acceptance, success, approval, intimacy.
Otherwise, individuals whoare notaware
of them may try to meet them inappropri-
ately in ministerial relationships.

She also clarified that intimacy is the
deepest and most threatening need for all
humanbeings. She defined itnotin physi-
cal but psychological terms as the “need
to know and to be known at the deepest
possible level.”

Repeating her theme of mirroring God,
she said that “if the priest is asked to be
anything today it is to be a real presence,
a real human being who 1s willing to be
warm and loving and caring and willing to
be risking and involved in life.”

And this, she said, demands that a priest
be able to “forgive himself and risk lov-
ing, because the way we rclate to each
other is the way we relate to God.”

f

"To serve
as best
| can'

By Ana Rodriguez-Soto
Voice News Editor

A week-long celebration of priest-
hood ended, fittingly enough Sept. 16,
with the ordination of a new pricst {or
the Archdiocese of Miami.

Steven T. O’Hala, a Connecticut
yankee transplanted to the fertile mis-

-sion soil of South Florida, took the
solemn oath to be a shepherd to God’s
people surrounded by his _family,
friends, and nearly all the priests of the
Archdiocese.

The ceremony at St. Mary Cathedral
culminated Convocation ’88, only the
second time in five years that the
Archdiocese’s nearly 300 priests have
come together for five days of camara-
derie, relaxation, prayer, and learning.

This year, the priests hcard from a
number of experts on such subjects as
self-esteem, time management, faith
development and sexuality.

A highlight of thc mecting was the
opening session with Father Frank
McNulty, the New Jersey priest and
rctreat director who had spoken to Pope
John Paul II1ast year on behalf of all the
U.S. priests. Father McNulty outlined a
five-partformula for priestly healthand
happiness. (See Voice, Sept. 16).

Another keynote speaker was Sister,
Kathleen Kelly, who discussed how
priests (and lay people), through their
personal attitudes and relationships
with others, convey either the image of
a warm, caring God or that of a cold,
rigid one. (Sce accompanying story.)

\ In remarks during the ordination

New priest:

Soto)

ceremony, Archbishop Edward Mc-
Carthy referred to the Convocation as “a
genuine time of grace... A time of gaining
ncw enthusiasm for our ministry.”

Father O’Hala’s ordination is “a mar-
velous conclusion... for that weck we
spent together,” he added, and an occa-
sion for “recommitting ourselves to our
prayers that many, many more young men
will follow in Steve’s footsteps.”

“It’s just such a beautiful, beantiful
occasion,” said Lois O’Hala of Hartford,
Conn., the new priest’s mother, who shed
many tears during the ceremony and gave
her son a long, emotional embrace during
the Sign of Peace.

“It feels pretty good,” said Father
O’Hala afterwards, in between giving out
{irst blessings to friends, family and fcl-
low pricsts. '

The new pricst, 27, is a native of Con-
necticut who entered St. John Vianncy
College Seminary in Miami right after
high school.

He has spent the last four ycars study-
ing theology in Rome, and will spend one
more year there completing a degree in
moral theology. In between, he spent one
year doing pastoral work at Good Shep-
herd parish in South Dade.

The fourth of five children (two boys

Nv‘ewly-ordained Fa'ther Steven O'Hala poses outside St. MaryCathe-
dral with parents, Lois and Richard O'Hala. (Voice photo/ Ana Rodriguez-

) age, exactly, he decided to be a priest,

\

and three girls), Father O’Hala was
bom on Christmas Day.

“That maybe should have been a
sign,” said his mother, of his future
vocation, for even as a little boy he
wanted tobe a priest. “I would take him
to church and he would ccme home
and ‘say Mass,’” she remembers.

Father O’Hala doesn’t recall at what

just “thatinterior sense that thisis what
you ought to be doing,” and “great
peace in following it through.”

He chose to come and minister in
South Florida instead of his native
Connecticut, he says, because he felt
“very much attracted to the sort of
mission atmosphere that there is down
here. Youknow that there’s going tobe
a lot to do up the road.”

His commitment to the area has ex-
tended to learning Spanish and travel-
ing twice to Haiti and once to the
Dominican Republic with a local lay
missionary group, Amor en Accion.
On one of the trips to Haiti he caught
malaria and had to spend a couple of
weceks hospitalized in intensive care.

But he remains stalwart in his
commitment. “I want to just be able to
scrve as best as I can,” the new priest
concluded. y
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St. Gregory's: A+

Plantation School gets

national honor;
students' academic
achievement is key

By Ana Rodriguez-Soto
Voice News Editor

The kids have only a faint grasp of what has happened.
But this much they do know: they have a right to brag.

“Our school is one of the best in the world,” says third-
grader Elizabeth Benz.

“We have all the nice teachers,” pipes in her classmate,
Chantel Clouse.

Childish hyperbole aside, something truly great has

happened to St. Gregory School in Plantation. This year, it -

was singled out by the U.S. Department of Education as
one of the best elementary schools in the nation.

St. Gregory’s was one of only 287 schools, public and
private, honored with the 1988 National Excellence in
Education award. It was one of only 31 Catholic schools to
receive the award, and one of only two in Florida.

(The other Florida winner was also in the Archdiocese of
Miami, St. Patrick’s on Miami Beach. See story, page 13).

According to its principal, Sister' Mary Brendan, St.
Gregory’s won for one simple reason: academic excel-
lence. As she puts it, “the record speaks for itself.”

St. Gregory’s 550 students consistently outperform their
peers in standardized tests, particularly the Comprehen-
sive Test of Basic Skills (CTBS), which all Florida sev-
enth-graders must take. Last year, about one-third of St.
Gregory’s seventh-graders scored at the 97th percentile or
higher on the CTBS.

St. Gregory’s also participates in Duke Umvers1ty s
Talent Identification Program, which selects academically
outstanding seventh-graders to take the SAT —a standard-
ized college-entrance exam geared for juniors and seniors

"in high school. Last year, two of the St. Gregory seventh-
- graders who took it went for state recognition — the most
of any Broward school.

Indeed, St. Gregory’s academic marks were so high, that

 the judges who visited the school last May seemed “con-
cerned that perhaps we put too much emphasis on achieve-
ment,” Sister Brendan recalls, They were worried that the
schoolchildren were being turned into neurotic over-
achievers.

They found quite the opposite.

“Our kids are very happy kids, and they achieve because
they want to. They get pleasure outof that,” Sister Brendan
says.

Positive reinforcement
The secret is positive reinforcement. “We really moti-
vate our kids. Every teacher in this school is committed to
positive reinforcement. We call it affirmation.”
It’s not a hit or miss thing, the principal stresses. In every
class, from Kindergarten through eighth grade, every St.
Gregory student receives plenty of verbal praise for work
well done. They also get lots of “happy grams” on their
papers, frequent laudatory notes that go home to their par-
ents, certificates of achievement, and prizes, such as
stuffed animals, to take home for the weekend.
. “They’re learning that education... is important,” Sister
Brendan says. “They’re learning that it brings a lot of
rewards and pleasure. I think the message our kids get is
they like their school; they know that they are liked.
They’re finding out it’s neat to learn.”

Anenthusiastic proponcntof teaching and learning or, as
she puts it, sceing “a kid’s eyes light up” with curiosity,
Sister Brendan describes herself as a Floridian who was
“tired of hearing of the inadequacies of Southeérn educa-
tion.”

She came to St. Gregory’s four years ago, her first job as
principal. Previously, she had taught in elementary and
secondary schools in the Philadelphia area, and even spent
several years as a teacher at St. Gregory’s during the 70s.

When asked about St. Gregory’s success, she says she
walked into a “tradition of excellence” dating way back,
and all she had to do was build on it.

She credits the school’s 22 teachers, mostly lay, who
stay an average of four to 10 years and who, in many cases,
have their own childrenenrolled. Once a year, both princi-
pal and teachers come together to analyze the strengths and
weaknesses of their cumculum and sct a goal for them-
selves.

This year, for example, they noticed that a certain grade
level was not achieving as well as it could in math and
reading. So they decided to hire a tutor to teach special

- classes after-school. Sister Brendan also might purchase
more instructional materials for those students; and the
teachers might adjust their methods to compensate for the

At a school-wide rally,
sixth-graders Joseph
Murphy and Joshua
Bomba hold up a poster
proclaiming St.
Gregory s National Ex-
cellence award. The
rally preceeded the trip}
to Washington, DC, by
Siser Mary Brendan, |
principal, where she|
received a plaque and
"flag of excellence”
from U.S. Secretary of|
Education William
Bennett. The winning|
prmmpals also attended
areception with
President Reagan.
(Voice photo / Marlene
Quaroni)

learning deficit.

Although St. Gregory’s students are about 90 percent
‘Anglo’ — which, critics would say, helps keep standard-
ized test scores high — the enrollment also includes six
percent Hispanics and one percent each of Haitians,
American blacks and Asiatics.

Sister Brendan says regardless of ethnic differences, the
statistics bear out her educational philosophy. “The longer
the children are in our school, the stronger they become [in
basic skills]... By the ume they leave. our school, that
foundation is so strong.”

To the basic skills are added classes in computers for
every student, beginning in Kindergarten, and equally
compulsory classes in Spanish, beginning in third grade.

Yet the school doesn’t have a cafeteria, making do with
bag lunches in the parish hall and with the pizza and
chicken parents bring in twice a week. “It’s not the fancy
things that count,” Sister Brendan explains.

_ And she can’t praise the parents enough. “I honestly -

believe that’sone of the reasons we’ ve been so successful,”
she says.

Involved parents

Indeed, parental involvement, the ‘imposible dream’ of
many school administrators, is quite the norm at St.
Gregory’s, where parents are required to donate 25 hours
of service each year to the school. They might bake

. cookies, correct workbooks for teachers, supervise lunch
periods and ficld days, work on- fundraisers or judge the
annual schoolwide speech contest.

“The great majority of our parcnts meet [that require-
ment] casily,” Sister Brendan says, even though in many
cases both mothers and fathers work fulltime.

She instituted the policy four years ago to ensure “fair-
ness to all families,” since it secemed that only a few were
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or excellence

'They're learning
that education
brings a lot of .
rewards-and
pleasure... They're
finding out it's-peat
to learn.’ '
Sister Mary Brendan,
principal

Computer teacher Barbara
Eisenhauer helps sixth-grader
Lora Tjomstol with a lesson as
lassmate Sherri Tammy looks
1 on. Beginning in Kindergarten,
{every student at St. Gregory's
| takes computer classes. (Voice
photo / Ana Roedriguez-Soto)

“doing everything.” Atthe sametime, shc hoped to impress
upon parcnts how vital they were to their children’s educa-
tion. ,

“You’re not separate from the school as parents,” Sister
Brendan says. “You're part of it. A very important part.”

“We honestly believe that it’s good for our children to
see their parents actively involved in education. It’s a

emendous scnse of pride for a child to know that his
parent has done something for the school,” she adds.
“We’ve shown that where parents do get involved nice
things happen.”

‘Pat on the back’

And that’s probably the best thing about being recog-
nized nationally as an “excellent” school, Sister Brendan
notes. “This is a pat on the back to parents. They need
assurances. They need to know that the choices that they
made, the sacrifices that they made [tuition is $1,600 a year
for one child], are worth it. This is concrete evidence.”

Butwhile the national spotlight may be focused momen-
tarily on St. Gregory, Sister Brendan says, excellence is the
hallmark it shares with all Catholic schools. “I think there

- are many Catholic schools that can get this award. We
definitely have a great product.”

Indeed, she stresses, she didn’t spend two months gath-
ering statistics and {illing out stacks of reports and paper-
work justso Aer schiool would shine. By winning, she hopes
to prove a point about Catholic education, which has seen
plenty of hard times — financially — in recent years.

“I honestly believe that Catholic education has to sell
itself. We're too important not to receive the recognition
that {we] deserve,” Sister Brendan says. “We have made a
tremendous contribution to this country. And without the
Catholic school system, this country would be at a severe
loss.”



Back-to-basics

pays off for
St. Patrick's

Miami Beach school singled out
as one of seven best nationwide

By Lily Prellezo
Voice Correspondent

If you believe in lucky charms, then
Principal Christine Lamadrid is St. Patrick
School’s shamrock.

Largely due to her dynamic leadership
an.  «ck-to-basics educational philoso-
phy, the Miami Beach elementary has re-
ceived the 1988 National Excellence in
Education award given out by the U.S.
Department of Education.

It was an honor accorded to only 31
Catholic elementary schools in the coun-
try, and only two in Florida. (The other
Florida winner was also an Archdiocesan
school, St. Gregory’s in Plantation. See
story on page 12).

But St. Patrick’s glorious comeback
doesn’tend there. In his final reportas U.S.
Secretary of Education, William Bennett
singled it out as one of only seven “cxem-
plary” elementary schools in the nation;
schools whose curriculum he lauded as
ideal and which, he said, other schools,
both public and private, should aspire to
imitate.

On St. Patrick’s campus, a huge banner
announces theExcellence award to drivers
and pedestrians, and posters in every corri-
dor shine with pride at the distinction.
Fourth-graders Angie Rodriguez and
Meclissa Medina boast that their gym
clothes bear the coveted “School of Excel-
lence” slogan.

“It rcally boosted moral,” said La-
madrid, now in her sixth ycar as St.
Patrick’s first lay principal. “I started get-
ting calls from parents wanting to enroll
their children in pre-kindergarten — for
199217

Lamadrid graduated from St. Patrick’s
in 1968 and went on to receive her educa-
tion degree from Barry University. Her
first tcaching job was at St. Patrick’s. She
was later principal of St. Agnes School in
Key Biscayne until St. Patrick’s pastor,
FatherJames Murphy, lured heraway. And
what a comeback!

“What’s most unique about St
Patrick’s,” said Lamadrid, “is that we pro-
vide quality education for many raccs,
~ diverse nationalities, and varicd cconomic
backgrounds.”

Many nationalities

ly-two countries arc represented by
St. katrick’s 250-plus student body, which
is 80 percent Hispanic. But except for
Spanish class and an occasional translation
inpre-kindergarten, only Englishis spoken
here. Where national S.A.T. scores attrib-
ute declining scores to increased enroll-
ment of Hispanics, scores at St. Patrick’s
have skyrocketed.

As former Sccretary Bennett noted,
since 1983 St. Patrick’s scores on the
McGraw-Hill Comprehensive Test of
Basic Skills have climbed 23 points in
reading and 38 points in math. Almost 70
percent of "graduates enroll in honors
courses during their freshman year in high
school.

This has also boosted enrollment. Un-
fortunately, the school has only one class
for each grade and no room for expansion.

In hisreport, Sceretary Bennett says that
“children learn what adults choose to tcach
them,” and he calls fora“renewed commit-
ment to content.” He says basics are what
“American children have an insufficient

b

Principal Christine Lamadrid chats wh students inSt. Patrick. School's

library. The small class sizes allow her to know each student personally,

| and no test papers go home to parents until Lamadrid reviews them.

'What's most unique about St. Patrick's is
that we provide quality education for many
races, diverse nationalities and varied

| economic backgrounds.’

Christine Lamadrid,

principal

Eighth-graders take a break from chemistry class; judges for the national excelflence award

said the best compliment that could be paid to St. Patrick's was that students "prefer coming

to school rather than having a holiday.” (Voice photos / Lily Prellezo)

command of.”
Going back to basics has always bcen

Lamadrid’s goal. “AsIchild [remembered

ahighly structured, high-quality emphasis
on acadcmics,” she explained.

Today at St. Patrick’s, each day begins
with a 50-minute reading class in grades
Kindergarten through eighth. Social Stud-
ies are enhanced through a year-long Aca-
demic Olympic contest. Math, English,
and Spanish are also part of each grade’s
curriculum,

“We don’t overlook any subject area,”
said Lamadrid. “Our curriculum is as good
or better than public schools’.”

Basics also begin in pre-kindergarten,
where St. Patrick’s participates as a pilot
school for the Archdiocese.

“We teach them the foundations they
will nced for pre-reading and pre-writing,”
said Liana Hanson, pre-K tcacher. “It’s a
‘high scope’ program.that promotes crea-
tivity and decision-making.”

Four-year-old students decide each day
which arca they will work and play in.
Later, they discuss their progress with the
teacher.

Inthe future, St. Patrick’s plans toadd an
extended-day program for children of
working parents.

Teachers are key _
“Except for the family, there is no insti-
tution so influential,” wrote former Secre-

tary Bennett. “We ask elementary schools
toshape our students’ {irstand lasting idcas
aboutthemselves, theircountry, itsculture,
and the world... This mission dwarfs all
others in American education.”

The shapers of those ideas are teachers.
After updating texts and teaching materi-
als, Lamadrid tackled the faculty.

“We have children more hours a day
than their parents,” she noted. “Thatis why
quality of teachers is so important.”

“I wanted a faculty committed to Catho-
lic education and teaching the whole child
—academics and character development,
with an emphasis on Christian formation.”

“Every childiseducable, butyouhaveto
create a pleasant learning environment
with dedicated teachers that want children
to learn,” said Lamadrid.

She said the problem with finding quali- -

ficd teachers stems from an attitude that the
profession is not professional at all.

“Teachers don’t get the same respect as
doctors or lawyers. I am happy public
schools arc finally paying tcachers what
they deserve,” she said. She believes the
Archdiocesan Education Foundation is a
positive step to try and compete with public
school salaries.

Faculty credentials and teaching loads
were also reviewed. Six years ago home-
room tcachers were teaching all subjects.
Consequently, instructors for music, art,
computers, and Spanish were hired.

The staff of 18 now includes 15 lay
teachers and thrce women Religious,
making the tcacher/student ratio one to 14,
Tumover is low, and most of the current
staff has been there between four and six
years.

Small, cozy

Founded in 1926, St. Patrick School
once included a high school, which was
closed in 1972 due todeclining enrollment.
Now, apart from the architectural beauty of
the 62-year-old school, with its sweeping
arches encompassing a garden courtyard
filled with looming palms, thereisafeeling
of coziness, an at-home-ness unique to
smaller schools.

Class size is chiecked at 25 to 30 students
per grade. “Although there is a waiting list
for the lower grades we try to never turn
anyone away,” said Lamadrid.

The school also provides scholarships
and tuition assistance for those who can’t
meet the $2,000-$2,500 tuition.

The smallness of the classes is an asset
both to school spirit and Lamadrid’s edu-
cational goals.

“I bet you I could name every single
person in this school,” said eighth-grader
Peter Lopez.

So can Lamadrid. But she knows more
than their names — she also knows cach
child’s progress. No test paper is ever

(continued on page 14)
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'Here | am, Lord’

By Ana Rodriguez-Soto
Voice News Editor

“Lord, you have called me. Here I am.”

With those simple words, Sister Debbie
Armstrong, 31, committed her life to God
forever as a Sister of Mercy.

Before a church-full of family, friends,
and fellow Religious last Saturday, she
promised to remain chaste, obedient and
poor, “toreach out with courage and love to
the needy,” and to “serve the poor, sick and
uneducated with tenderness and hope.”

Her final profession came after nine
years of study and discernment — and a
lifetime of gentle nagging from the Lord.

“I had a feeling all of my life that I was
called,” she said after the ceremony, as her
students, members of the Kindergarten
class of Immaculate Conception School in
Hialeah, flocked around her, hugging,
kissing, hanging on and offering teddy
bears as presents.

It was only after graduating from high
school and working in the secular world for
a year-and-a-half, however, that Debbie
Armstrong decided “I would at least try”
the religious life. She was 21. :

A Connecticut native who moved to
Melbourne, Fla., with her family at the age
of three, she had studied with the Sisters of
Mercy at Ascension School there. She
wanted to join their order.

But the Ireland-based community did
not have anovitiate in the United States, so
they referred her to the Sisters of Mercy of
Hialeah, also an Ireland-based commu-
nity, who had opened a novitiate in Deer-
field Beach. '

The Sisters of Mercy are a worldwide
order founded by an Irish laywoman,
Mother Catherine McAuley, who became
aReligious late in life. Although all Sisters
of Mercy abide by the same rules, each
group is independent according to diocese,
and each has its own motherhouse.

The Sisters of Mercy who minister at
Immaculate and three other parishes in the
Archdiocese come from the Diocese of
Clogher, Ircland. Sister Debbie is only the

%

Yessilyn Camacho, one of Sister Debbie Armstrong's Kindergarten student

atlmmaculate Conception Schoolin Hialeah, gives herteacher abig, big, hug
after ceremony of final profession. (Voice photo / Ana Rédriguez-Soto)

third American to join their order since
they began working in South Florida in the
late 50s. ,

“This particular community of people
were so welcoming to me,” Sister Debbie
said. “They were asign of what I believe in.

St. Patrick's lesson:
Back-to-basics works

(continued from page 13)

returned until she has reviewed it.

Carolina DiTata, another eighth-grader,
isnew to St. Patrick’s. “Icame from North
Beach Elementary where nobody knew
cach other,” she said. “It was more wild
there. Here people are down to earth and
we have much better teachers.”

DiTata feels that what makes the teach-
ers betteris that they have more time for the
students.

*“The teachers know you have a problem
- even if you don’t tell them,” said sixth-

grader Carolina Tarazona. “They try to get

in your personal life to help you.”
“I like to think I have brought back the

style of the 50°s and early 60°s,” Lamadrid
said. “Our approach is more self-disci-
pline, with reasons why students should
behave a certain way. Before, we never
asked any questions.”

“It’s strict, but not too strict — just strict
enough,” added eighth-grader Lopez.

Perhaps the best compliment for St.
Patrick’s, however, came from one of the
judges for the Excellence award:

“If the children prefer coming to school

 rather than having a holiday, that tells us

something about the school spirit.”

ButLamadrid is not content to rest on St.
Patrick’s recent laurels. ‘“We know we’re
not perfect,” she said. “There’s so much
left to do.”

Local high school students
rank among tops in the nation

Eighteen students from eight Archdio-
cesan high schools have been named 1989
Merit Program Semifinalists for their
scores on the PSAT-NMSQT, a national
standardized pre-college entrance exam.

They are among only 15,000 students
nationwide to be selected, which is less
than half of one percent of all high school
students in the U.S. From these, about
14,000 will be selected as finalists, earning
the right to compete for 6,000 college
scholarships.

The 1989 South Florida semifinalists
and their schools are:

Belen Jesuit Prep: Marcus A. Casal;
Jose P. Iriarte. .

Cardinal Gibbons High: Jason A.

McGrath. -

Christopher Columbus High: Ri-
cardoJ. Bascuas; MarkusI. Cruse; Richard
P. Grudzinski; Michael S. O’Dowd.

Madonna Academy: Jennifer A.
Gore.

Msgr. Edward Pace High: Donald
E. Jarvis.

Our Lady of Lourdes Academy:
Ivette M. Barbeite.

St. Brendan High: Elizabeth E.
Judge.

St. Thomas Aquinas High: Robert
E. Blade; Edwardo Caballero; Daniél E.
Compton; Erin K. O’Brien; Jason M.
Radson; Kathy Vamum; Gregory C. Wil-
liams. ‘
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And they were women of commitment,
faith and love.”

But “I had a lot of questions” at first —
about the length of time required as postu-
lant, novice, and then Religious before the
final vows could be made; about whether
she could let go of her desire to study
pediatric nursing and teach instead, since
that is the main charism of the community.

Once again, “I said I would try it and
see.” ’

After studying theology for two years at

Sister Debbie Armstrong makes final profession as Sister of Mercy

St. Vincent de Paul Regional Seminary in
Boynton Beach, she obtained a degree in
early childhood education from Barry
University in Miami Shores. Then she
began working as kindergarten teacher at
Immaculate, a job she has held for the past
five years.

It’s a move she hasn’t regretted.

“I definitely teach kids. And I love
them,” she exclaimed as her students pas-
sionately congratulated her. “If I stay with
the little ones Il be allright,” she added,
noting that teaching them “is very reward-
ing, because they always claim you.”

Although she has been a Religious since
she made her first profession in 1983, she
said “what feels diffferent [now] is in my
heart I know I’ve said ‘yes’ to the Lord
forever. Before, 1 felt like I was hanging
on.”

The ceremony of final professiot  _he
Religiouslife isa solemn one—somewhat
similar although much simpler than a
priestly ordination — but Sister Debbie’s
featured much joy and plenty of personal
touches.

Her mother, one brother and two sisters,
along with nicces and nephews, filled the
first pews. Behind them were close to 60
other relatives and friends from the Mel-
bourne area.

And along with the 17 Sisters of Mercy
whose community she joined were other
Religious from the Archdiocese and two
Sisters of Mercy from Melbourne — Sister
Debbie’s first-grade teacher and principal.

In turn, her own current and former stu-
dents sang during the ceremony, as did
Sister Debbie herself. '

Father Xavier Morras, pastor of .Im-
maculate Conception Church, and more
than two dozen pricsts also witnessed the
ceremony, which was presided by Auxil-
iary Bishop Norbert Dorsey. It was he who
placed a simple silver ring on Sister
Debbie’s left hand, signifying® her ever- -
lasting commitment to the Lord.

Nine years seemed a long time to wait
when she first entered, but “I really sce the
value of it now,” Sister Debbie said. It was
atime to grow and mature, pcrsonally and
spiritually. '

Now, she concluded, “I know what I
want, and I believe I can be happy for the
rest of my life.”

Bishop honored

Dr. Richard Perhla, principal of Msgr. Edward Pace High
School in Opa-Locka, presents Atixiliary Bishop Agustin
Roman with a plaque in recognition of his service to the
Church. The occasion was a testimonial dinner for the bishop
which marked the kick-off for Pace's 1988-89 Endowment
Fund Campaign. (Voice photo / Marc Regis)




Gimmicks substltutmg for true religion

XNiR

By Patricia Kasten

Second in a two-part series

GREEN BAY, Wis. (NC)—While few Christian
leaders would argue with the “New Age” longing for
peace and global cooperation, when it comes to_
answering the question “Who is God?”” most church
lcaders give the New Age answer a failing grade.

Many New Agers have answered the question by
saying, “I am God.”

"7 know that I exist, therefore I am. I know that the
- J-source exists, therefore it is. Since I am part of
that force, therefore I am that I am,” wrote actress
Shirley MacLaine, a New Age believer, in the book,
“Dancing in the Light.”

The term “New Age” can refer to many things from
an all-natural diet to soft, instrumental music. It also
embraces beliefs shunned by Christians churches, such
as reincarnation and the idea that all pcople are god.

New Age believers have an “image” of God, but
belicve the reality 1s found in themselves when they
realize their full potential.

“It’s like the woman who always kisses her wedding
ring, but never kisses her husband,” said Franciscan
Sister Ann Rehrauer, chancellor of the Diocese of
Green Bay, during an interview with The Compass,
Green Bay diocesan newspaper.

Jesus is mentioned in many New Age writings, but
. not as the messiah or the son of God whom Christians
follow. For New Agers Jesus is an examplc—along
with Buddha and Krishna-—of a human who has
realized his full potential.

The belief in a god-sclf is the basis of another New
Age tenet questioned by Christians: the absence of
good and evil. New Age morality relics on pcrsonal
perccpuons and a personal reality.

“There is a great deal of subjectivism in New Age
and 1n satanism,” said Father Mike Carroll, a teacher at
St. Mary Central High School in Menasha, Wis.

“Satanism, as I understand it, distorts, denies and
confuses the distinction between good and evil,” Father
Carroli said.

The New Age belief in reincamation and the highly
publicized examples of it found in “channelers,” who
claim to have long-dead spirits speaking through them,
are another product of the god-self.

L«:xd Maitreya, originally the product of Eastern
myr:icism, has been appropriated by the New Age
movement and allied churches, such as the Church
Universal and Triumphant.

"The needs that are
surfacing are no diffferent
than they ever were, just
repackaged. And we've

got 2,000 years of experience’

New Agers believe that “Maitreya is the coming
world leader, the coming world teaching, the coming
Christ,” said Jim Valentine, director of a Milwaukee-
based center which counters cults and the occult from a
Christian perspective.

The characteristics attributed to Maitreya, Valentine
said, “fit rather closely with a biblical version of the
Antichrist” described in the Book oi Revelation.

Some of the political aspirations of New Agers also
concern Christians, Valentine said.

“They look to a one world-government. To achieve
this, they look toward the necessity of some coercion
and some abrogation of freedom,” he said.

“They’re talking almost a fascistic-type re-education
program for recalcitrants and, if they’re really prob-
lems,” Valentine said, some New Agers would even
resort to murder. The New Agers believe their victims
“will reincarnate later and be in a better state anyway.”
Pat Whitcomb, a deacon at Green Bay’s St. John the
Evangelist Parish, thinks Valentine’s concern may be
exaggerated. The deacon became acquainted with New
Age ideas while studying about cults in conjunction with
his youth ministry work.

But Whitcomb agrees the movement would be
dangerous if some people’s fears about it being racist
were true. “I don’t know if that’s part of it,” he said. “If
itis, it’s very underground.”

Father Carroll, who attended a 1983 talk sponsored by
the Church Universal and Triumphant, said he was
disturbed by references there to “the great white
brotherhood,” by mind-control tricks used in the talk
and by “heavy, anti-Semitic echoes.”

The longing for meaning, the search for God and the
quest for peaceful existence on the planet attract people
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Tarot cardsare supposed to help
people 'focus their attention’

to the New Age. But in the past, the same needs and
desires have led people to the Christian faith, Father
Carroll said.

“We need to read the signs of the times and say, ‘OK,
what aree the needs and how can we respond as a
Catholic community?”’ he said. “The needs that are
surfacing arc no different that they ever were, just
repackaged. And we’ve got 2,000 years of experience.”

One Green Bay resident who was baptized Catholic
and now follows some Age practices said his search for
meaning began when his children, who attended
Catholic schools, asked him about his religious beliefs.

. “It started my search back to myself, to a spiritual
connection,” said the man, who asked that his name not
be used. “I never forgot some of the good stuff of my
childhood. And I missed that.”

The Catholic Church, and all Christians, need to
“reflect on the unmet spiritual needs of the people who
are being drawn” into the New Age movement, Father
Carroll said.

Christians curious about New Age should examine it
carefully, comparing it to what their religious experience
and tradition has to say about the same issues, Whit-
comb said.

At the same time, the deacon said, one must realize
that “it’s very tempting when someone says, ‘I can show
you the way. I can solve all your problems. You’ll have
nothing but a peaceful existence.”

“For Christians, it’s their relationship with God and
the depth of that relationship which gives them their
overall sense of worth and growth in life,” Whitcomb
said.

Somebody please answer these questions

By Tom Minnery

Here are a few things I have been wondering about
Iately. If any of you has answers, I would appreciate

ring from you.

* Why, in a pluralistic society, is it deemed inappro-
priate for Christians to push their lifestyle on people,
but in the name of civil rights, federal courts are
helping homosexuals push their lifcstyle on everyone?

« How can the constitutional right of privacy be so
powerful that it protects a woman’s right to kill another
human being (her own child for heaven’s sake!) in the
act of abortion, but so weak that it cannot protect men

who want simply to meet together in men-only clubs?

{I don’t particularly favor these, I just marvel at the
situation).

» How come some artificial swecteners were jerked
off the shelves years ago when they were found to
cause cancer in laboratory rats, while cigarettes, which
cause cancer in human beings, continue to be sold
everywhere? Do rats have lobbyists i Washington?

» When will the American Civil Liberties tnion
(ACLU) publish a book entitled: The Rights of
Religious People, since the right to freely practice
religion is the very first right granted in the Bill of
Rights. (In case you didn’t know it, the ACLU already
has published books on the rights of young people,

indian tribes, gays, women, crime victims, single
people, authors, artists and teachers.)

» Speaking of the ACLU, it has long believed that in a
free society all ideas, no matter how repugnant, deserve
to be heard (this extends even to child pornography).

So how come it keeps suing to prevent the creationist
view from being taught in public schools?

'When will the ACLU
publish a book

entitled The Rights of
Religious People, since

the right to freely prac-
tice religion is the very
first right granted in the
Bill of Rights?

= Why is it deemed inhumane for elderly people who
are dying to be kept on life-support systems, but
inhumane not to keep dying infants on life support
systems until their organs can be removed? Does the
value of spare parts determine the value of human life?

« How is it permissible for a school nurse to recom-
mend that a pregnant child get an abortion without her
parent’s permission but illegal for a school nurse to
dispense an aspirin without a parent’s permission?

» How is it that the press and the pornographers get
away with leveling the charge of “censorhip” against
those who would enforce anti-obscenity laws? By its
very definition, censorhip refers to. the prior restraint of
expression. Not a single obscenity law in the country
applies until after something is published. By that time,
the information has been disseminated and the term
“censorship” does not apply.

» Speaking of obscenity, statistics continually show
that only about 20 percent of a video store’s rental
business is in obscene “adult” video. That means most
people rent comparably good stuff. Why don’t more of
them speak up and threaten to take their business
elsewhere unless the junk goes? They have a lot of
clout they aren’t using.

As I said, if any of you has answers, I’d like to hear
them.

" (Family Research Council)
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Shroud a fake?--
whence the tears?

Increasingly we are hearing reports “leaked” from this or that source about the

recent tests made on the Shroud of Turin.

The Vatican had authorized state-of-the-art carbon dating tests to be made on the
relicbelieved by many to be the cloth Jesus was ‘shrouded’ in after the crucifivion. It
has been venerated thusly for decades and only now has modern science made it

possible actually to date the cloth reliably.

An official report has not been made by the Vatican just yet, but press accounts
from alleged scientific sources indicate that the testing dates the cloth only to the
middle ages, the point at which its past has always become murky—thus indicating

that the cloth was created-- faki

-- many centuries after Christ.

If this, indeed, turns out to be the case, what are we to make of it? There have

Voice Editorial

always been charlatans ready to turn a quick buck on eager faithful looking for

some tangible connection with the divine, a splinter of wood, a shard of bone, a
lock of hair—some of which become downright lugubrious.

The Shroud has been perhaps the most noted and venerated relic in the world,
directly associated with Christ’s resurrection. Confirmation that it is a fake might
shake some people’s confidence. Certainly it will be a b1g disappointment, but is the

discovery of a fake relic necessarily all bad?

There is a basic issue here that goes beyond the Shroud, to the very nature of faith

and belief.

You will recall from the Scriptures that Jesus chastized some of his followers for
demanding signs and wonders. He told them, rather, to follow the words he was
speaking. We are to base our beliefs and actions on the obvious truth and goodness

of Jesus’ teachings, not on spectacle.

In other words, we are to follow the example of virtue, not power. We needn’t
flock to Miracle Trees; we needn’t flock to every self-proclaimed “seer” who comes
along, whether they be in Bayside, New York, with their endless stream-of-con-
sciousness depictions of Jesus and Mary floating around in the sky like a Cecil B. De
Mille production, spouting proclamations of doom and gloom, or to Lubbock, Texas,
where perhaps well meaning folks see revelation in their private thoughts and
messages in cloud formations; we don’t need to see signs in patterns found on leaves,

stones or pottery,

For miracles, we need only look to the newborn baby, thc beauty of nature and the
mystery of existence itself. For faith, we need only look to the love, where it exists,
between family, friend and stranger, and ultimately to the sacrifice of the Crucifix-
ion. Yes, there really was a Shroud, a True Cross and a Jesus of Nazareth, There
‘were also sandals and the tunic he wore and the sweat of his brow. They are all gone

now, but the legacy and love live on.
And that is all that matters.

]OOOOO children are homeless in the US, every ’night'

Letters -

'Last Temptation' is hardly an occasion of 'moral growth’

Mr. J. A. Solis Silva, chairman of the
Philosophy Department at St. John Vian-
ney College Seminary in Miami, au-
thored an article, “The Recurring Temp-
tation of Miami”, in The Miami Herald
Scpt. 18 concerning the movie, “The Last
Temptation of Christ.”

The article’s conclusion is that the
temptation of Miami “is to yield to intol-
erance or to the fear that disagreement is
a threat rather than a boon to intellectual
and moral growth,” when instead we
should make sure “that every man has a
chance to contribute to the growth of all.”
In other words, the film depiction of
Christ as fornicator, among other things,
should not make us intolerant, but rather
we should welcome the profanation as a
blessing to our growth.

Mr. Silva says itis a great disservice to
moral growth “If a church communicates
to its members. . .the inadvisability of
viewing a particular film. . .” Thus, we
were disserviced by our Archbishop
McCarthy and others like Bishop Norman
F.McDonald, who wrote to his faithful of
the Diocese of Orange, California:

“The protest that has risen in this coun-
try over the film. . .is not an attack on
freedom of speech or religion. Itis acry
of anguish from millions of hurt and of-
fended people whose deepest religious
sensibilities and most revered convic-
tions of Faith are being assaulted. For
anyone to further such a travesty is to
betray a callous insensitivity to the feel-
ings of others. It is also to evidence a
religious illiteracy attempting to mas-
querade as objectivity or broadminded-
ness.”

Mr. Silva says when a church commu-
nicates to us in such manner, “then that
member must come to his conscience and
decide. This conflict of conscience can be

the very occasion for moral growth and
maturation.” Stop and ponder thisadvice.
In response to our Bishop’s valid pastoral
admonition, we are challenged to con-
sciously and deliberately confront our
conscience with a conflict in the name of
moral growth!

Even witharightly-formed conscience,
this would be self-provocative foolish-
ness. Could not this conflict be the very
occasion for descentintosin? IsMr. Silva
advocating the subjectivism of the situa-
tional ethic, whereby one makes a moral
judgment relative to the circumstances of
a given situation, quite apart from what
the Church might have to say?

Mr. Silva continues, “To protect the
faithful from such conflicts by preventing
the movie from being shown. . .isto foster
a church of immaturity and moral in-
fancy” and such paternalism will prevent
the faithful “from assuming full responsi-
bility for their religious experience and
for their lives”.

Is not God our Father and we his chil-
dren, andin the way achild trustsitsfather
or mother, we recognize that we can do
nothing by ourselves? “Let the children
come to me, do not hinder them; for to
such belongs the kingdom of God. Truly,
Isay to you, whoever does not receive the
kingdom of God like a child shall not
enter it.” Mk 10: 14-15.

Mr. Silva generously recognizes that
“the churches, through the legitimate
power of their teaching office, have a
right and. a duty to help form the con-
science of their faithful”. But this gener-
osity becomes short-lived when he asks,
“But what are the proper limits, in a plu-
ralistic, democratic society, to the exer-
cise of this right?”

No church, he says, has the right to limit
“legitimate™ expression in the arts and
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communication, reminding us that our
forefathers attempted to preserve this
freedom of expression through constitu-
tional guarantees. Thus, Mr. Silva finds
the “proper limits” not within the Roman
Catholic Church, its magisterium, its
canonical law, but in civil authority.

But even in civil authority there is no
such thing as an absolute right, because
every right has a parallel duty, exempli-
fied by the familiar admoniton of Mr.
Justice Holmes, that there can be no right
to cry “Fire” in a crowded theater. Per-
haps Mr. Silva needs reminding of the
prophetic words of John Paul IT spoken to
the Hollywood moguls in Los Angeles on
Sept 15,1987.

“Your work can be a great force for
great good or great evil. . .the Church
recognizestheneed for freedom of speech
and freedom of the press, justasdoes your
Constitution. - But she goes further.
Rights imply corresponding duties.

.truth and completeness should character- ’

ize the content of artistic expression and
entertainment. . .Ermors in judgment,
mistakes in evaluating the propriety and
justice of what is transmitted, and wrong
criteria in art can offend and wound con-
sciences and human dignity. They can
encroach on sacred fundamental rights.”
Mr. Silva forgets that the Roman
Cathotic Church, is neither pluralistic ©
the extent of the Currans and Lefebvres
nor democratic to the extent of our system
of government. There are American
Catholics who believe thare is a need for
adapting the Church to the demands of
modern civilization and slanting it to-
wards a more democratic method, and
that there should be more scope for indi-
vidual freedom of thought and action.
Among others, these are the supermar-
ket pick-and-choose-your-belief Catho-

lics and the I-am-personally-against-
abortion-but-I-wouldn’t-impose-my-
view-on-you Catholics. The errors of this
“Americanism” were pointed out by Leo
X1IIIin 1889. The secularists truly want to
destroy us. It is sad that they are ably
assisted by the Modernists and assorted
liberals who have infiltrated our ranks.

Victor J. Dirse
Perrine :

More protesters
wanted at movie

I would like to commend the sm~1
handful of Catholic people that I .
nessed standing at the foot of the cross,

- (outside of the AMC Marina 8 Movie

Theatre which was showing ‘The Last
Temptation of Christ’ recently. They
were quiet, solemn, and constantly in
prayer. I'm sure they consoled our Lord.
They did not draw attention to them-
selves.

No, it wasn’t Jesus’ Mother Mary. No,
its wasn’t Mary Magdalene or Mary Cleo-
phas or St. John either.

But, like them, it was a small group of
people who did not want our dear Lord to
bealone as he suffered upon this cross that
was built by Universal Studios.

No, after witnessing that, I knew that
boycotting, and letter writing, although
extremely important in this matter, were
not quite enough.

You had to be there.

We all should have been there.

Mrs. D.A. Snyder

Homestead




Opinion

Receiving
a Catholic
education

Q. I am a Catholic and received
a wonderful education and disci-
pline in the Catholic schools I
attended. I am married now with a
child ready fer school. I always
wanted my children to have a
Catholic education as well.

By Fr.
John
Dietzen

[N

I called the school last April and
was told my child would be on a
waiting list. This fall he is still on
a waiting list and I am not even
permitted to fill in the required
forms at this time.

The thing I do not understand is
why parishioners who are Catholic
arenot allowed in the school when
so many children from my own

neighborhood who are not Catho-

lic go to a Catholic school. Isn’t
this unfair?

It seems that Catholics should be
given first preference. (Pennsyl-
vania)

A, Most parishes with Catholic
schools have certain expectations from
parishioners with children in those
schools. These expectations may involve

some sorf of participation in parish lifeor

designate financial contributions through
tuition, Sunday offerings and other chan-
ncls.

Since we do not wish our schools to
become socially or financially elite insti-
tutions, policies nearly always provide
for parents who cannot do everything
asked, but who demonstrate a genuine
sense of responsibility about it.

Assuming the above conditions are
{ulfilled, my expericnce is that most par-
ishes have some process which gives
their own members first turn.

Naturally I have no knowledge of the
policies in your parish. I suggest you first
be certain youhave the facts straight, then
talk to some other parents to obtain their
insights.

If you still feel some chanvc should be
considered, write to your parlsh school
board, parish pastoral council and pastor,
and explain your concerns and sugges-
tions.

Q. My son is dating a Lutheran
girl. They are both strong in their
faith. One of our fellow
parishioner’s sons received a dis-

isation from the bishop to be
snarried in the bride’s Protestant
church. How do you go about it?
{(Indiana)

A. You arc speaking of what is called
technically a dispensation from the Form

of Marriage. This simply means that the

bishop dispenses from the obligation all
Catholics have to be married before a
priest or other Catholic -official to be
validly marricd in the church. Under
certain circumstances the bishop may
give such a dispensation. -

Preparations for the marriage are pur-
sued the same as if the couple were being
married by the priest. These preparations
are done with the parish priest of the bride
or groom. He is the one to approach to
initiate such a request.

(Questions for this column should
be addressed to Father Dietzen, Holy
Trinity Church, 704 N. Main St
Bloomington, Ill. 61701.)

Copyright (c) 1988 by NC News
Service) '

Learn from the elderly

Irecently had the privilege of judging a senior citizen essay
competition sponsored by Connecticut’s Department on Ag-
ing. The contest was the brainchild of David Shuldiner, the
department’s “humanist in residence.”

He encourages seniorsto tell the stories they remember from
their younger years. This living history should not be lost, he
says, for it is part of our past and its people are developing.

As I'read the essays, I was struck by one common denomi-
nator: None had even a touch of bitterness. .

The writers admitted to hard times, recalling two world wars,
the influenza epidemic that took mothers or fathers, the flood of
1955 in Connecticut, the difficult Depression years, illness and
the deaths of children. But none were complaining, lamenting
or bemoaning their woes. In fact, each expressed gratitude for
the privilege of being alive. Even those who had been dirt poor
financially remémbered their past as rich.

For me the writers were an inspiration. So often you hear
people complain about the old, saying they are self-centered

. and whiny and sometimes cantankerous.

That may be truc for some but certainly not for all.

One beautiful woman who suffered a stroke wrote, “My
mind is my attic of wonderful memories.” She talked of missing
her “darling Joe,” the young man she married many years ago
and who diedin1979. And she spoke of children and grandchil-
dren saying, “What joy they have given me!”

Another woman, who still sleeps in the bed she was born in,’
wrote a la Charles Dickens, “It has been the best of times. It has
been the worst of times—I1894-1988, the 93 years I have lived.
I couldn’t have chosen a better time in history to have experi-
enced the changes of a century.”

Many recalled experiences of their immigrant parents. One
woman remembered her father’s terrifying adventure emigrat-
ing from Italy. She ended the story with an epitaph:

“Our parents dared to leave the known for the unknown, to

What does

It scems to me that God doesn’t want us to grieve too much
about our faults and failings. He knows He could make us saints
in an instant, but He doesn’t.

‘What He does ask is that we make a sensible effort to be good
and never hold out against His will. . The words of Jesus are
clear: “Learn of me for I am meek and humble of heart.”

What I sense about God’s love is a passionate desire to give
Himself completely to each one of us in apersonal way. But we
find ways toresist. We donotalways let Him have His way with
us. So many of us insist on our own terms as we try to live out
our destiny. A few go too far.

The story of the fallen angels proves my point. “I will not
serve” was the reply of Satan. He had become so enamored of

“his own goals and objectives, that he set himself on a path of

total resistance to God’s will.

On the other hand the story of Jesus is a story of submission.
He came to tell us of God’s love; to win us and attract us to the
Father. It was through His surrenderto God’s plan that we came
to know God’s love. In dying Jesus became a model and
prototype forall us. He loved us somuch He gave up His life that
we might live.

Like Him we are asked to teach others about the Father’s love
(“feed My lambs, feed My sheep™). We are called to surrender
ourselves to the Father’s will in reparation for sin.

What does that mean? In some cases it may mean becoming
a carrier of divine love, in a life of service and prayer. In other
lives it might mean suffering as Jesus did in a life offered in

Time capsules

By |
‘Antoinette
Bosco

give us a start in a brand new world. They endured hardships,
giving us by example a sense of strength and determination. They

. inspired in us the desire to develop and find ourown horizons. "[“ney
were my very own brave young voyagers.”

Another woman wrote of her Aunt Frances, aremarkable woman
who graduated from college Phi Beta Kappa around 1900 and went
on to get alaw degree. Aunt Frances dreamed of owning her own
home, ahideaway onalake, and communicated the dream to family
and friends. With hacksaws and sweat, they turned a wild, wooded
lot into a homesite on which a cottage was built.

“The joys of that monumental decision of yesteryear have been
boundless and rewarding,” her niece wrote. “Aunt Fran’s dreams
came true for her and continue to be shared by the members of her
family.” .

‘What was a revelation to me was the realization that what those
people remembered most were the acts of love they had witnessed
and experienced. I wonder if we really are aware of the power of
love? If what these senior writers say is true, the love we give
remains long after it is received.

Maybe that’s why those stories were devoid of bitterness.
Maybe when we grow old we filterout the bad and focus on the love
that was there—the love that in the end led us to know that our life
was worth living.

God want?

By Fr.
John
Catoir

union with His salvation of the world.

God wants collaborators in the work of salvation, and most of us
fear the implications of such an alliance. Jesus felt the same
revulsion. In His agony in the garden He pleaded for relief.

But we know that the Father promised His unchanging love and
those who surrender to Him He places deep within His heart.
. Tknow we should never be afraid but I confess to you, I am not
yet free of fear. God asks too much at times.

I pray for the strength to be humble and pliant. I am sure youdo
too. Let us pray for one another as we strive to abandon ourselves
completely to His loving care.

(For a free copy of the Christopher News Notes, Let’s Talk
About Prayer, send a stamped, self-addressed envelope to The

Christophers, 12 East 48 St., New York, N.Y. 10017)

By Frank Morgan

First performer to

Madame Favart, the star of the Paris Opera, was the first per-
former to entertain soldiers during a war. During the war
between France and Austria in 1746, she took her entire troop to
the front. It was so succesful that the enemy Austrians asked
to be entertained too. So Madame Favart put on her show for
both sides.

% ok ok ok ok K

On the march with British General Edward Braddock,
George Washington wrote, “they are halting to level every
mole hill and to erecta bridge over every brook by which means
we were four days getting 12 miles.”

On the French and Indian attack on the Braddock forces,
Washington reportcd, “The English soldiers broke and ran as
sheep before the hounds. I had four bullets through my coat
and two horses shot from under me.” After the battle, George
Washington wrote in his diary, “I hcard the bullets whistle and

entertain soldiers

believe me, there is something charming in the sound.”

By the standards of his day, Washington was immense. Afterhis
death, his secretary measured him at 6ft. 31/2 in. He weighed 200 -
1bs. and had huge hands which required specially made glovesand
huge feet that took a size 13 boot. Martha, his wife, was barely 5
ft. tall and whenever she wished to speak to him, she had to pluck ‘
at this coat buttons for attention.

George Washington had married widow Martha Dandndge ,
Custis, who was plump, one year older than George and one of the
richest widows in the colonies. They were married-at her plantation °
home which was called rather prophetically, “The White House™.
Marthaadded 17,000 acres to his landholdings and 300 slaves to his
49. Washington then became one of the richest men in Virginia.

John Adams wrote that neither Washington nor Jefferson would
have come to the fore, but for the fortunes brought to them by their
wives, which gave them the leisure time to devote to public service.
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Divorced are not alone

Often when one is separated or divorced, there is a
feeling of isolation, desperation and an attitude of ‘who
cares?’ In an effort to publicly witness to the fact that WE
the Church cares, the Archdiocesan Ministry to the
Separated and Divorced is co-hosting with the Regional
North American Conference of Separated and Divorced
Catholics (NACSDC), the Ninth Annual Conference on
Separation and Divorce, Oct. 22 from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. at
St. Louis Church, 7270 SW 12th St., Miami.

Father Chris Witt, Chaplain of NACSDC and Director
of Campus Ministry at the University of California - San
Diego, will be the key-note speaker. Expanding on the
conference theme NEW BEGINNINGS, NEW GIFTS,
Father Witt will speak on “Blessings: Turning the Givens
of Life into Gifts.”

As we begin to see divorce as a process rather than an
event; as a journey rather than a destination, we realize
the gift present through facing the pain. For after the pain
and struggle of parting can come the joy of healing and of
rediscovering self, God and friends.

The conference is about this process. Itis an opportu-
nity to pause to be renewed, an invitation to journey
inward to be enlightened and a challenge to reach beyond
to grow.

The day is designed primarily for men and women of

By
Sister Virginia
MccCall

all faiths who have been through or who are going
through the process of separation and divorce, but it is
open togveryone whose life hasbeen touched by divorce.
. .parents, friends, those involved in religious education,
teachers, clergy and pastoral associates.

Participants will have an opportunity to attend three of
the eleven workshops offered. Each workshop time has
been planned to meet the needs of the various groups
attending the conference. . .coping with the pain, spiritu-
ality, on-going growth and dealing with children whose
parents are divorced.

-Each of the three sessions includes a workshop on
children designed to assist parents, friends and teachers

in understanding and guiding children through the pain
they experience as a resuit of divorce.

Baby sitting will be available on a limited basis. To
obtain this service it will be necessary to pre-register by
Oct. 12. The parent will be contacted to give them
specific information regarding their child’s participation
and care.

Pre-registration fee for the day is $15. Cost at the door
is $18. Pre-register by obtaining forms from any support
group leader or by calling The Family Enrichment Cen-
ter, 651-0280.

Another opportunity available to persons who are
separated, divorced or widowed is THE BEGINNING
EXPERIENCE. This is a weekend for person who have
experienced a significant loss to enable them to deal with
some of the unresolved feelings and to move towards
letting go of those aspects of the relationship which
impede growth.

The next BEGINNING EXPERIENCE will be held at
the Family Enrichment Center, Oct. 14-16. For informa-
tion and registration contact Sister Virginia McCall, 651
0280.

(Sister Virginia McCall, PBVM, is director of
Ministry to the Separated and Divorced in the Arch-
diocese of Miami.)

A child's first visit to church

Dear Mary: My daughter is 22 months old.
When she was an infant, I would take her with
me occasionally to Mass. As she got older,
however, and more difficult to control, I have
been leaving her at home with Mom. My wife,
who is Lutheran, offered to go to church with
me to set an example for our daughter, but has
not followed through.

I would like your advice on when to begin
regular churchgoing with my daughter. I would
like to give her the experiences of the Mass and
learning about the Gospel. We do say grace at
home, and she folds her hands for the prayer.

Is it realistic to expect such a young child to
understand the Mass? I’ve heard that one could
wait until age 3.

Also,howdoIhandle any discipline matters?
People in church throw dirty looks in the direc-
tion of a crying or fidgety child. I’ve tried the
“cry room,” but the place is a zoo.—Indiana

Families seem to follow one of two paths regarding
church and young children. Some take children every
Sunday from birth; some attend church separately or
leave children in a church nursery until the child is
approaching school age. Either approach can work.

Young children naturally tend toward spontaneous
movement and talkmg They express what they are

By Dr.
James and

Mary Kenny

thinking and feeling. This is normal. Attending Mass

requires movement and talking according to a prescribed
ritual. This is fine for adults, who understand what is
happening. It is alien to young children.

You are anxious to introduce your child to the faith, yet
the Mass is incomprehensible for a 2-year-old. What
should you do? Begintoteach your childaschildrenhave
been taught for centuries, within the family.

Saying grace is a simple and desirable custom. Such
prayer is brief, it is accompanied by special body posture

" and it can be expressed in simple words. As you observe,

your daughter is already learning the body posture of
prayer.

Invite your wife to offer grace sometimes, thus show-
ing your daughter that prayer is an activity for all family

members.

Nature is another source of God’s revelation. When
you observe something beautiful in nature, join with
your daughter in a prayer of praise.

When you are out for a walk or drive, take your
daughter to church for a visit. There is no one to disturb,
you can walk around and talk at will, and you can leave
when your daughter gets restless. Since your daughter is
approaching the age at which she will love stories, look
for some good religious books for children. Perhaps your
parish has a library.

‘What about discipline when you attend church? First,
do not be too harsh on the persons who get irritated. A
crying child may make it impossible for them to hear, and
they miss out on an experience they cherish. Considera-
tion dictates that the parent of a crying child remove the
child immediately.

You can certainly wait until your child is 3 or older to
bring her to church. When you bring a 3- or 4-year-old,
keep herclose to you and talk softly to her. Do notexpect
her to sit still while you pray the entire Mass in silence
without so much as glance directed her way.

If you choose to take your daughter to church when she
is 2, expect her to be restless and be prepared to leave if
she seriously distracts others. Meanwhile, begin her
religious education where it is meant to begin, in the
family.

To hug or kiss

As if we don’t have enough liturgical problems divid-
ing us, there’s a new one on the horizon. Hugging and
kissing as the sign of peace. It seems there are a few
clergy who are speaking out against “intimate forms of
friendship expressed during the sign of peace which are
inappropriate in the context of the sacred liturgy.”

Whew! the terminology takes one back to ‘particular |

friendships’ which were forbiddenin the seminary. There
just might be a connection between the two.

I suspect, and hope, the hug and kiss as sign of peace
will not end up on the bishops’ agenda next November
when they’re struggling with finances and the dearth of
celebrants. But, like most emotional issues, this one can
escalate to absurd proportions if we have to choose up
sides.

“The irony is that flocks are just beginning to be com-
fortable with shaking hands at Mass. We are smiling now
and meeting each other’s eyes. Fifteen years ago, shaking
hands was an outrage to many who viewed it as a
desecration of a holy place.

We are far advanced over some other countries in ob-
serving the sign of peace at Mass. [.attended at least
twelve liturgies in Ireland last summer and only twice
was peace exchanged.

In discussing this with an Amencan couple who were
as disappointed as I in the liturgies of Ireland, T head their
sad but funny experience. To celebrate their 25th wed-

By
Dolores
Curran

ding anniversary, they splurged on a long-anticipated
visit to Ireland.

They flew into Knock because they wanted to begin
their visit with a liturgy at the shrine. The celebrant
rushed through the Mass at breakneck speed and then
muttered, “Show each other sign of peace if you want.”

They and several other American couples exchanged a
hug and kiss, whereupon he stopped the liturgy and gave
a lecture or proper behavior in church. He said that if
couples want to display wanton behavior they should do
so in the privacy of their bedroom, not during the solem-
nity of the Mass.

He went on for about fifteen minutes and then he said
testily, “We aren’t going to allow abunch of touchy-feely
Americans to desecrate Our Lady.”

At times, the only reasonable response to a situation is
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laughter. The couple told me they had uncontrollable
spasms and so did the others around them. They couldn’t
look at one another for fear of losing control and one mar
even had to leave the church.

After Mass these strangers gathered in the courtyard
and exploded with mirth. “He ought to go to the final
liturgy at a Marriage Encounter Convention,” one said.
And they roared together anew.

1 don’t think we’d get that kind of lecture here. Rather,
the disapproving celebrant controls the situation by giv-
ing five seconds for the sign of peace and then continuing
with, “Lamb of God. . .” Nothing more has to be said.

The problem with the handshake versus the hug and/or
kiss is that my husband and I don’t shake hands. It’s as
awkward at Mass as kissing a stranger. Soif we’reina
non-hugging/kissing parish, we tend to squeeze hands,
not shake. 1 don’t know if that’s ecclesiastically accept-
able, either.

Isitappropriate to hug and kiss during Mass? I suppose
we’ll have to await areply from the theologians on this
one. Does it desecrate our Holy Mother? I suspect she
hugged and kissed Jesus, and His presence made any
place holy.

Maybe we an resolve thee issue by setting aside a
“Handshaking Only” section in our churches and putting
itin front so shakers won’tbe scandalized by huggersithe
Holy of Holies. Such problems we have.



“Entertainment

- The Madonn f Medjugorje

If you’re like me, you’ve been reading
with fascination the occasional news ar-
ticles about the reported visions of the
Blessed Virgin to young people in
Medjugorje, Yugoslavia. If you’re like
me, you could use a refresher course to
sum up what has and has not happened
over there. If you're like me, you’ll find
“The Madonna of Medjurgorje,” an up-

By
James

Breig '

coming PBS special, to be a complete,
unbiascd and fascinating visit to the site.

I've previewed this hour-long British
Broadcasting Corporation production,
which allows all sides to have their say,
and gives plenty of background, history
and context (PBS - Channel 2 plans to
offer it Oct. 14 at 9 p.m.

As the narrator (Eilleen Atkins, who
has a wonderfully soothing voice) puts it,
the special is “the story of revelation in a
placeof peace. . .of rencwal of faith which
has provoked religious conflict.”

That conflict arises from the basic
question all of us must answer: Are the
visions for real or are the seers fakers,
liars, hallucinators or conmen?

A bishop and a priest from Yu goslav1a
say there is nothing supematural going on
(echoing Rev. Ivo Sivric, OFM, a native
of Medjugorje who now lives in the U.S.
.and who has written a book disputing the
.. viswonarics’ claims). The bishop points
out thc damage which can be done to
religion when such cases turn out to be
hoaxes or fantasics.

But other Churchmen heartily endorse
the visions; onc parish priest even went fo

to the sun and the

_]all for protectmg the
visionaries.

Before having his
own supematural ex-
perience, his first re-
action to the young
people had been to
say, “We don’t need
signs and wonders to
have faith.”

Indeed, some of the
“signs and wonders”
argue against belief.
Those include the
magic photos, gazing

gaudy  souvenirs
which surround the
case. .

We must also con-
sider medical facts.
Just a few weeks ago,
researchers told The
New York Times that
people with multiple
personalities display
amazing abilities to control their bodies.
For example, one personality might have
an allergy which another personality did.
not.

Soitis possible that the seers believe in
what they’re doing and can pass all sorts
of scientific exams—and yet still experi-
ence nothing supernatural.

The counter-argument s that six young
people do not hallucinate simultaneously.
But could they be liars? A believer in the
film argues that the visionaries have not-
ing to gain by lying for so long (the
visions began in 198]).

But I was reminded of another docu-
mentary I saw about two elderly women
who, as children, had claimed to photo-
graph elves, a hoax they continued for
decades, first out of fear of punishment,
then for the pure fun of putting one over
on people and finally to avoid the embar-

F

year.

same evening on Channel 6.

SAP (Second Audio Programming)

Tune in to history

The 30th annivesary celebration of the Archdiocese of Miami at St. Mary's
Cathedral will be televised live on WCIX, Channel 6 on Friday, Oct. 7, from 7:30
to 9 p.m. The historic evening has a threefold purpose: the commemoration of our
anniversary, the promulgation of the Synod results and the closing of the Marian

Father José Nickse, pastor of St. Brendan Church and Mary Ross Agosta,
director of Communications, are the commentators for this event. Preceding the
Mass celebration is "A Vision of Faith - 1958-1988: The Archdiocese of Miami," &
documentary on the history of the Archdiocese of Miami. Father Michael Heyer,
associate at St. Rose of Lima, is the host for the program, airing 7 to 7:30 p.zi. that

The Mass will be broadcast simultaneously in Spanish for those vicwers withJ

rassment of admitting the truth.

l o Umty In Englxsh wuh Mary Ross Agosta
‘a week on Educational Cable Channcl 2 (all Dade Cou
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The Madonna of Medjugorje' which airs on Oct. 14.a
ments the social, political, and religious implications of reported visitations by the
Virgin Mary to children in the Yugoslavian village of Medjugorje. Marija (pictured),
who meets and prays with pilgrims, is one of two children who has had daily visions
since June 1981.

But, whether the visions are fraud,
fantasy or faith, the story of Medjugorje
now reaches beyond the original six, as
the special notes. The pilgrims who flock
to the little Yugoslavian village are as
much a part of the story as the reason they
come.

That flood of visitors has changed the
government’s initial reaction (fear of
subversion) into something more practi-
cal: alove of tourism.

As a result, Medjugorje is now more
crowded, rushed and jam-packed with
gimcracks which honor the Mother of
Christ by putting her face on a dish.

If Mary is appearing in Medjugorje, we
have to ask why and what it means to each
of us. Her message—confession, fasting,
repentance and reconciliation—is hardly
new; it can be found in the Bible.

As for being transported by being in 4

herpresence, I sometimes wonder if some
Catholics realize whose presence they are
in at the consecration. You don’thave to

- Medjugorje.”

Caution.
O’Sheas’ can be habit
forming.

Take only as directed.

DIRECT YOURSELF TO 1081 BALD EAGLE DRIVE ON MARCO ISLAND.
YOU HAVEN'T BEEN TO S.W. FLA. "TIL YOU'VE BEEN TO O'SHEAS'.
OFFERING LUNCH, SUNDAY BRUNCH, LOCKTAILS, LITE DINNER.
FULL DINNER OVERLOOKING MARCOQ BAY. 394-7531

p.m, on Channl 2, docu-

travel halfway around the world to be in
the company of one of heaven’s most
notable dwellers.

I’m very ambivalentabout Medjugorje.
On the one hand, I wonder why the
Blessed Virgin has to bother delivering
messages of peace and conversion when
Jesus left us the Holy Spirit, the New
Testament, the Eucharist and the Church.:

On the other hand, such an attitude
could put me in the company of the Naza-
reth citizens who asked, “Isn’t this the
carpenter’s kid?” ‘

Then again, I sense the danger which
can arise when people put too much of
their faith in unproven miracles and ques-
tionable events. If I may paraphrase
Mary’s child, “A house built on sand
cannot stand.”

Tune in to “The -Madonna of
It should provoke more
thought, discussion and self-examination
along the lines I have been sharing with
you.

I Fndays, 930 am Topics:

I diocese.

I Ll ‘Nuestra Familla In Spamsh at7 30 am. Sundays on_; “

I wirven 23

I O ‘New Breed of Man’/ 'El Hombre Nuevo Hostedby
I Father Ricardo Castellanos, on the Trinity Broadcasting Net.

. cable companics); Mondays, 8 pm.; Tuesdays, 1:30 om: ek heR
Weck of Sept.25: Women's
l Pastoral Letter; Weekof Oct 2 Hxstory af the Archy

] vork (WHFT-CH. 45), Sundays at 9am. in En~ghsh and

Saturdays at 5pm. in Spanish.

2 cable Programmmg On Storer Cabic (Acts / Pubhc . » L
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. !n Spanish .
. '_E] 'COnfl ictos Hu manos' Hostedby Father AngelelIaronga,
. Mondays, Wednesdays and Frxdays at 11 30 am. on WRHC :

1550 AM

0 'En Busca dela Fellcidad' Hosted by Fathers Francisco ‘

Santana and Fedenco Capdepon, Mondays, Wedm.sdaye md- '
'Fndays at 2pm. on WAQI 710 AM

‘ and Bxs op Agﬁstm‘Romau,iv‘
L gssoaM e
' U 'Una Hlstona de !a tha Hosted} by Pepa Aionso, ,

U 'UnaVvida Meior Host&dby Pepe Alonso Tlmrsdays
ot 12 30 am. onWOCN 1450 AM .

produccdby Kerygma, Sundays at 5 15 '_ onWAQI 710

In Creole . 1

E] 'Kok la Chanie (I‘he Rooster mes) Sporsored by the I

AM




Thank's Marie!

life...

The Florida Council of Catholic Women, at its 8th Biennial Conference
in Jacksonville this month, paid a special tribute to Marie Palmer for “a
of service to women, children, the Church and the people of God
in Florida.” Palmer, a Miami resident, was instrumental in founding the
Florida Council of Catholic Women, served as president of both the
national and Archdiocesan councils, and still serves as chairman of the
STOP ERA committee. She also is founder of Birthright, co-founder of
Women in Community Service, and a recipient of the “Pro Ecclesia et
Pontifice Medal,” the highest papal honor accorded to lay Catholics.

Parish priest convention Nov. 9-11

Orlando PARISH °88, a regional con-
vention specifically designed for parish
priests and pastoral ministers of Florida
dioceses will be held at the Orlando Shera-
ton World Resort Hotel Nov. 9-11. The
convention is conducted by the National
Pastoral Life, Center.

Keynote speakers include Father Ray-
mond B. Kemp, Pastor of Holy Comforter-
St. Cyprian Parish in Washington, DC;
John Carr, Secretary for Social Develop-
mentand World Peace at the U.S. Catholic
Conference, Washington, DC; and Sister
Ana MariaPincda, RSM, Associate Direc-
tor of the Hispanic Ministry Program at
Catholic Theological Umon in Chicago,
Illinois.

All dimensions of parish life, from the
theological context to the ministerial ini-

‘Prayer petitions

The employees of the Archdiocese of
Miami Pastoral Center gather each Mon-
day moming to pray for intentions. Peti-
tions will be included in- individual daily
prayers each week as well as during this
special time of community prayers.

Anyone with a prayer request is invited
to write to: Prayer Petition, Archdiocese of
Miami, 9401 Biscayne Blvd., Miami, FL
33138,

tiatives and the organizational structures,
will be discussed. The convention is de-
signed for pastors, associate pastors, pas-
toral ministers, diocesan directors, direc-
tors of religious education, parish conncil
members and parish leaders.

(For more information, call or write:
Regional Conventions National Pastoral
Life Center, 299 Elizabeth Street, New
York, NY 10012-9975, (212) 431-7825.

Brother Paul
honored for 'caring’

Brother Paul Johnson, Director of
Camillus House, was recently bestowed
the highest degree, a Doctorate of Humane
Letters, by St. Thomas University for his
“dedication, spirit, caring, persistence and
selfless service on behalf of the home-
less.” The Academic Convocation Sept.
20, where Brother Paul received the de-
gree, reminded seniors of the their respon-
sibilities to serve the greater community.
After receiving his degree, Brother Paul
Johnson spoke of his own call to service
through his street ministry and challenged
the students to commit themselves to help-
ing our poor, homeless and less fortunate
brothers and sisters.

: £OW¢- \}[anés 7""?0’0/ \]{OMQS

‘HIALEAH
MIAMI SPRINGS CHAPEL
151 E. OKEECHOBEE ROAD
HIALEAH, FLORIDA 33010

885-3521

S

PALM SPRINGS
NORTH HIALEAH CHAPEL,
PALM AVE. AT W. 49 STREET -
HIALEAH, FLORIDA 33012

KRAEER FUNERAL HOME

R. Jay Kraeer, Funeral Director

Fort Lauderdale
565-5591

beerfield Beach
1 427-5544

Margate
© 972-7340

Coral Springs
753-8960

Pompano Beach
941-4111

Sample Road
946-2900

Boca Raton
395-1800

T. M. Ralph

PLANTATION
FUNERAL HOME
Thomas M. Ralph

Judith C. Ralph
Owners & Directors

Phone: 587-6888
7001 N.W. 4th St.
Plantation, Florida

Becker ¢
Funeral Home

Ron E. Becker

Funeral Director
Phone (305) 428-1444
1444 S. Federal Highway

DEERFIELD BEACH
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Brother Joe to raise money for
shelter by living in dumpsters

Brother Joe Ranieri of The Lord’s Place
will be spending 28 days of October in a
dumpster at three locations in Broward
County.

Brother Joe will be fasting and sleeping
in the dumpster to draw attention to the
homeless family situation and to raise
$400,000 for a new family shelter in Brow-
asd County. Brother Joe already has raised
$125,000.

The locations are:

« Nielsen’s Furniture Store, Deerfield

Beach, Oct. 3-16

» Manero’s Restaurant in Margate, Oct.
17-23

+ St. Clement’s Catholic Church, Oct.
24-31

Contributions will be accepted by
Brother Joe at the dumpster or mailed to
The Lord’s Place, PO Box 4747, Fort
Lauderdale, FL., 33338.

The Lord’s Place already runs two shel-
ters for homeless families in Palm Beach
county and a day care center in Pahokee.

Mass for Bellotti canonization set

The St. Gerard.Maiella Society, In
Memoriam Mary Grace Belloti, invites
everyone 1o join in a Sixty-First Anniver-
sary Celebration for the Canonization
Cause of The Servant of God, Mary Grace
Bellotti on Saturday, October 8th, at noon
Mass at St. Clement Catholic Church, lo-
cated at 2975 N. Andrews Ave. in Ft.
Lauderdale

St. Gerard, a Redemptorist Lay
Brother who is patron saint for mothers
and the working man, is often referred to as
the “Wonder Worker.”

The Society was granted the imprima-

tur for the prayer to The Most Holy Trinity
to promote the Cause for Canonization of
Mary Grace Bellotti.

Mary Grace Bellotti in her lifetime
was especially devoted to St. Gerard and
chose him for her Patron when she begar.
her Apostolate in Union City, New Jersey
in 1913. She spread devotion to St. Gerard
and zealously labored for the salvation of
souls for God.

For further information acontact the
St. Gerard Maiclla Society’s Charity
House, 1129 N.E. 9th Ave. in Ft, Lauder-
dale or call 761-1101.

Volunteers bicycle across state

Two former Augustinian Volunteers, 2
Catholic, full-time volunteer organization,
Nora Policastro and Cate Brosig will be
bicycling from Jacksonville to Miami,
Florida, October 15-23. Presentations and
information about full-time volunteerism
will be given in Catholic parishes andhigh
schools along their East Coast route.

Nora Policastro instigated the biking
tour. She is a Computer Programmer at
Orlando’s Commuriity Food Bank and also
volunteers at a local homeless shelter.
Nora will beriding to make others aware of
the need in Florida and introduce 8ne chal-
lenging way to more actively become in-
volved.

It's a date

Brosig works at Orlando’s Community
Food Bank as their Operation’s Manager.
She is on the founding board of a Catholic
Worker House in the Orlando area and
continues to be an active member for the
shelter. She hopes to be living proof to
young adults and others that they too can
act NOW.

The Augustinian. Volunteers promote
the values of social justice through direct
service and empowcerment to those persons
who do not have access to educational,
cultural, social, and cconomic resources.
For more information contact: Augustin-
ian Volunteers, P.O. Box 702, Goldenrod,
Florida 32733-0702.

Fr. Roger Radloff, Jungian Psycholo-
gist, inresidenceat St. Louis Church, will speak
on “Fear of Change In and Out of the Church”
on October 5 at 8 p.m. in the Church of the Little
Flower, 1270 Anastasia, Coral Gables.

A game party will be sponsored by the
St. Boniface Women’s Club on Oct. 3 at 7:30
p.m. at 8330 Johnson St. in Pembroke Pines.
Donation $2 per person.

A non-credit course exploring the
Jewish and Catholic perspectives of symbol,
ritual, ceremony, sin and eschatology spon-
sored by the Religious Studies Department of
Barry University and begins Oct. 7. Call Barry
U., 758-3392 (Ext. 530), for more informa-
tion.

The Corpus Christi Lay Carmelite
Community meets the first Saturday of each /
monthat 2p.m. at St. Raymond’s Church, 3475
S.W. 17th St., Miami.

A women’s retreat focusmg on cul-~
tural, vocational, and spiritual perspectives,
given by Carolyn Jacobs, PH.D., Associate
Professor at Smith College, Massachusetts, will
be held at the Cenacle retreat center Oct. 14-
16. A generalretreat will be heldon Oct. 21-23.
Call/Write: Cenacle, 1400 S. Dixie Highway,
Lantana, 33462. (407) 582-2534.

" A Serra District 30 Convention will
be held at the Palm Beach Hilton on Oct. 28-

30. For registration call (407) 586-6542.

Corpus Christi School, 795NW 32 St,,is
trying to get in touch with former students and
form an alumni group, whose goal would be to
help support the school. Anyone who graduated
from or attended Corpus Christi since its open-
ing in 1947 is urged to contact Marie Diehl at
666-0330 in Dade, or Pauline Salois at 432-
1740 in Broward.

The Respect Life Apostolate w111 be

- holding its annual Polish Pope Dance onOct. 15

at Annunciation parish in Hollywood. The cele-
bration, which takes place during the annual
Respect Life Month, will begin with a Mass at
5:30 p.m., followed by cocktails at 6:30 p.m.
and the dance at 7:30 p.m. Donation is $15 per

_ person. Proceeds goto benefit Respect Life. For

tickets call the North Dade. Respect L1fe

Office at 653-2921. '
The North Broward Deanery will hold

their fall meeting and luncheon on Oct. 8 at St.

David parish in Davie. For reservations and in-

formation call Betty Suhar at 475-1893.

A golf tournament will be hosted by
Archbishop Curley Notre Dame High School
on Oct. 14. For reservations call 751-5131.

CPR courses will be held at Mercy Hospi-
talon Oct. 5 and Nov. 2 in English and Oct. 19
and Nov. 16 in Spanish. To register call 285-
2154 (English) or 285-2929 (Spanish).

CONVENIENT LOCATIONS

SINCE 1927 ...

FUNERAL HOMES
“The Plummer Family”

J. . Jr., Lawrence H.

SIX CHAPELS

PRIVATE FAMILY
ROOMS

SPACIOUS FORMAL
CHAPELS



Book addresses spiritual works of mercy

WITHALL QURHEART AND
MIND: THE SPIRITUAL WORKS
OF MERCY IN A PSYCHOLOGI-
CAL AGE, by Sidney Callahan.
Crossroad (New York, 1988). 200
pp., $15.95. Reviewed by Father
Robert Kress. NC News Service.

Since, as the authgr remarks, the
spiritual works of mercyare little heard of
these days, they will be listed here: to
admonish the sinner, to instruct the igno-
rant, to counsel the doubtful, to comfort
the sorrowful, to bear wrongs patiently, to
forgive all injurics, to pray for the living
and the dead.

What-do these mean and how does
one practice them in our modern world,
especially with its great emphasis on the
psychological dimension of human exis-
tence and human conduct? This is the

point of Ms. Callahan’s book. She notes

well that the demands of the corporal
works of mercy vary much less from age
to age than do the demands of the spiritual
works.
Indeed, the very meaning of the word
-plritual” cannot be taken for granted
nowadays. Ms. Callahan emphasizes that

“spiritual” does not mean unbodily, un-
historical, unsocial. It means simply that
the bodily human being is also more than
merely bodily, like a rock. There is a
conscious and a reflective dimension to
human nature, and it is here that the spiri-
tual works of mercy come into play.
There are different ways of being
religious and spiritual, since there are

* different ways of being human. Often this

truth is contained in the statement that we
all have different personalities. Certainly
parents of more than one child are in-
tensely familiar with the reality of this
truth about human nature. Ms. Callahan
takes this truth into special consideration
in each chapter.

Among many points well made in
this book, I shall single out only a few. To

“forgive may not require or enable to for-

get. “Tough love” has roots in the Chris-
tian tradition. Forgiveness is at the heart
of Christianity. Consolation can be pro-
vided in both informal spontaneous and
formal ritual ways.

She also strikes a good balance be-
tween the older glorification of suffering
as God’s will and the newer pop spiritual-

ity which reduces finite human existence
to Gidgetlike gushes of “Oh, isn’t every-
thing just wonderful here on the divine
beach of God’s creation.”

Her explanation of prayerin terms of
creation and humanity as the image and
likeness of the triune God is excellent.
Similarly excellent is her discussion of
“bearing wrongs” in the context of

American history as well as more recent

liberation theologies.

The book is well-written and, except
for the first chapter, readily understand-
able. Ms. Callahan is perhaps to be com-
mended above all for being able to appre-
ciate and use both the new insights of
post-Vatican II theology and the old in-
sights of what is often called pre-Vatican
1I folklore and devotional Catholicism.
This alone would make the book worth-
while. But there is also much more.

(Father Kress is the head of the
departmentof theologicalandreli-
gious studies at the University of
San Diego and the author of many
articles and books on theological
matters)

Young Adult

The Young Adults mestry will
gather to reflect and celebrate their
nniversary on November 6.

Memorial Mass

" A memorial Mass will be celebrated
Sept. 30 in memory of Fr. David T.
Madden, S.J. at 7p.m. at Our Lady Queen
of Heaven Churchlocatedat 1400 S. State
Road 7 in North Lauderdale (971-5400).
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Call
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5A-Novenas

38 -Retirement homes

40 APARTMENTS FOR RENT

Thanks to St. Jude,Jesus and

St. Anthony for help in favor

asked. Publication promised.
JA

Thanks for prayers answered .
" Publication promised.
LM

PARKVIEW MANOR
RETIREMENT HOME
12221 W. Dixie Hwy. N. Miami
Supportive care for Seniors.

24 hr. supervision.
Assistance with
activities of daily living.

State licensed. Adult Congregate
Living Facility. 893-2634

GOLDEN ISLES AREA
2B 2B APARTMENT
Walkling distances St. Mathews
Church & Hallandale Shopping Center
Monthly rent $550.00
FIRST MONTH FREE.
G.E.S. REALTY

821-9765
825-4999

CALL COLLECGT.

CLASSIFIED ADS

CLASSIFIED
Classified Rates: $1.65 per line
4 words per line. 3 line minimum

Deadline: Monday 10 AM.
Forinformation call 758-0543
PAYMENT WITH ORBER

AA Hallgforrent.

GABLES K OF C HALL
FOR RENT
Weddings, Parties or Banquets
270 Catalonia Ave.  445-7385

5 -Pesonals

VITAMINS, MINERALS, BOOKS,
BREAD, NUTS, OILS, HONEY,
SEEDS &HERB TEAS
MURRAY'S
HEALTH FOOD STORE

Corner N. Miami Ave. & 75 St.
759-2187

5 A-Novenas

THANKSGIVING
NOVENA TO ST. JUDE

Oh, Holy St. Jude, Apostie and martyr,
great in virtue & rich in miracles, near

5A - Novenas

THANKSGIVING
NOVENATO ST. JUDE

Oh, Holy St. Jude, Apostle and maryr,
great in virtue & rich in miracles near
kinsman of Jesus Christ, faithful in-
tercessor of all who invoke your special-
patronage in time of need, to you | have
recourse from the depth of my heartand
humbly beg you to whom God has
given such great power to come to my
assistance. Helpme inmy presentand
urgent petition. In return, | promise to
make your name known and you to be
invoked with Our Fathers, Hail Mary's
and Glory Be's. Amen. | have had my
request granted. Publication promised.
Thanks for answering my prayer.

FV.

5A-Novenas

PRAYER TO
THE HOLY SPIRIT
Holy Spirit you who solve al} prob-
lems. Who light all roads so that | can
attain my goal You who give me the
divine gift to forgive and to forget alf
evil against me and that in all in-
stances of my life you are with me. |
want in this short prayer to thank you
for all things and to confirm once
again that | never want o be sepa-
rated from you, even in spite of all
material illusion. | wish to be with you
in Eternal Glory. Thank you for your
mercy towards me and mine.
Publication promised.Thank you
for answering my prayer.
Agnes

Thanks to St. Jude for prayers
answered. Publication promised.
P.B.&AB.

Thanksgiving: LITTLE JESUS OF
PRAGUE. Financial favor received.
Protect & guide us. B.G.P.

Thanks to Sacred Heart and
St. Jude for prayers answered.
Publication promised. R.W.P.

Novena to Sacred Heart for a
personal matter. Publication
promised. E.L.

PRAYER TO
THE HOLY SPIRIT
Holy Spirit, you who solve all
problems. Who light all roads so | can
attain my goal. You who give me the
devine gift to forgive and to forget all

Thanks to St. Jude for prayers
answered. Publication promised.
WML

Thanks to St. Jude for
prayers answered.Publication
promised. 1.C.

St. Jude please obtain
for me my request.Publication
promised. Olga

38 Retirement Homes-Hollywood

10- Amusements,Parties, Etc.

SPORT FISHING
HELEN C.
CAPT. JOHN CALLAN
947-4081

12 Child Care

ST. VINCENT
RESIDENCE
"For the self-sufficient"
RETIRE WITH US
AND ENJOY YOURSELF
1618 POLK ST. HLWD. FLA.
Good meals, Linen service,
Color TV, beautiful lounge.
Chapel for meditation
Near downtown & bus service.
Reasonable Rates
Inquire 920-1029

925-9745

51 Homes for Sale

HOUSE FOR SALE
2/B 1 Bath, Tile Floor
~ Immaculate Condition
Big yard-15 Ave & 129 St.
NORTH MIAMI
Also Veterans & foreclosure
houses in various areas
G.E.S. REALTY, Inc.
Phone 821-9765 and 825-4999

38 Retirement Homes - Miami

HAPPY HOME CARE CENTER

Ladies & Gents-- Room & Board
Reasonable, Spanish spoken 545-6573

CHILD CARE NEEDED
in my home. Falls area.
One to three days a week.
Six to seven hours.
Four dollars hourly.
References.

Call after five pm.
232-9545

13- Help Waﬁted

.ﬁ_

758-0543 ext. 305

TELL THEM THAT PLACE YOUR
YOU SAW IT IN |[|ADVERTISEMENT
THE VOICE HERE
[_MEEATAE"'_'—_’—: ______ 1
1.65 li
I TO: THE VOICE, Box 381059 4-2?}:0:;: per line
Miami, Fla. 33238-1059 3 LINE MINIMUM
$12 col.inch

I PLEASE PRINT THE ENCLOSED CLASSIFIED AD.

FRED HOFFMEIER
ACCOUNTANT
Tax-Bookkeeping-Notary
CALL 735-8770

ADVERTISE YOUR

BUSINESS IN THE
BUSINESS SERVICE GUIDE.

60 - Painting
CHARLES THE PAINTER
interior, Exterior,Plaster
Repairs.
25 years -- free estimates
2749294 cc #1639

CORAL GABLES PLUMBING
COMPLETE BATHROOM
REMODELING
HOME REPAIRS
24 HOUR SERVICE cc# 0754
Call 446-1414 or 446-2157

RIGHT WAY PLUMBING CO. INC.
COMPLETE PLUMBING SERVICH
Commercial Residential
cc# 2741
7155 NW 74 St

885-8948

PHIL. PALM
PLUMBING
REPAIRS &
ALTERATIONS
CCNo. 2476  Call. 891-8575

When You Shop
Mention
The Voice

60 - Refrigeration

M L S REFRIGERATION CO.
Work done on your premises.
FREE ESTIMATES 756-2083

cc# 054038-6

ST.PAUL .
BOOK & MEDIA CENTER
Coral Park Center
Books, Videos, Cassettes
Material en Espafiol
Mon-Fri. 9:30-5:30 Sat. 9:30-4:30

ﬁ

call Dade 758-0543

60 - Seal Coating

JACK'S IMPERIAL ASPHALT, INC.,
Seal Coating(2 coats) cc#76518

A COMPLETE ROOFING
ROOFING* RE-ROOFING*
REPAIRS
PROMPT, QUALITY SERVICE
ESE Inc.
LICENSED AND INSURED
ccit 16574

call Waype 895-0338

9808.S.W. 8th St. Asphalt Patching  581-5352
559-6715
- 60 - Venetian Blind Service
60 - Roofing .

STEADCRAFT BLINDS
Venetian blinds, Riviera 1" blinds,
custom shades, old blinds refinished
& repaired your home. Jalousie door

window guards.Supplies-estimates

1151 NW 117 Street 688-2757

kinsman of Jesus Christ, fafthful Thanks to St. Peter,St. Luke and evil against me and that in all | starting Run weeks. |
intercessor of all who invoke your special |  Holy Spirit for prayers answered. | instances of my life you are with me. | REFERENCE LIBRARIAN | |
patronage in time of need, to you [ have Publication Promised. R.H. want in this short prayer to thank you Mon.-Fri. 95 ‘It Jenclose$ in full payment.
recousse from the depth of my heart and for all things and to confirm once Serials Clerk--will train |
humbly beg you to whom God has given Thanks to St. Jude for again that | never want fo be Mon.-Thurs. 2-10P.M
suich great power to come to my assistance. s df s ite of : Friday 9.5 o I Name l
Help me in my present and urgent petition. | Prayers answered. Publication Separated from you, even in spite o noay s>
In return | promise to make your name promised. E.M. all material illussion | wish to be with Contact Margaret Elliston | I
“wn and you to be invoked with Our you in eternal Glory. Thank you for St. Thomas University Library Address
3, Hail Mary's and Glory Be's. Amen. your mercy towards me and mine. 16400 N.W. 32 Ave. I I
“ 1 nave had my request granted. Publication| 1hanks for favor granted by novena | pipiication promised. Thank you for Miami, FI. 33054
promised Thanks for answering my prayer. | toSacred Heart to help grandson. answering my prayer. Phone 625-6000 ext. 194 I Zip I
Judy Publication promised. E.L AJE Phone -_]
%%,  BUSINESS SERVICE GUID
- MONDAY 10 AM = 1 ‘ 758-0543
60 - Accountants 50 - Plumbing 60 - Plumbing 60 - Books-Audiovisual Toplace youradhere | 60-General Maintenance

GUS GENERAL HOME
REPAIRS, INC.
"Don't Fuss, Call Gus Canales.”
Plumbing, Electrical, Carpentry,
Painting,Sprinkler systems,
(installation & Consultants,
Residential & Agriculture),
Cabinet work, Wood & Chain
Fencing,Roof Painting & Repairs.
All work guaranteed. Call for

FREE ESTIMATES.
CALLNOW & SAVE.
261-4623
24 HOUR SERVICE

Miami, Florid® / THE YOICE ! Friday, September 30, 1988 / PAGE 21




Laugh!
Often!

By Doris Donnelly
NC News Service

People who have a sense of humor have at least two
additional things going for them. They have a sense of
balance and a sense of perspective. Those extra senses,
plus humor, frequently add up to such physical and
psychological good health that humor ought to be
recommended to everyone. Often.

Once in awhile someone without humor can help us
appreciate its value. Hamlet, for example, who knew a
thing or two about depression, apparently also knew
something about humor — or its absence. In
Shakespeare’s play, the prince of Denmark said:

“I have of late ... lost all mirth.... It goes so heavily
with my disposition that this goodly frame, the earth,
seems to me a sterile promontory.... Man delights me
not; no, nor woman either.”

There’s much to learn from Hamlet.

There is plenty of gloom, sadness and sorrow in his
life, but no joy of living to counteract the heaviness
that controls his mood. Hamlet's life is out of kilter,

Balance means there is room for both sadness and
joy, seriousness and frivolity; that there is an equality
on the debit and credit sides of the ledger.

“Well-balanced” turns out to be an ultimate
compliment, meaning we can ride the wind with an
evenness, not tipping to either side, remaining on
course. Balanced people have a range of tastes, are
tolerant of others’ opinions and are not swayed to
either extreme.

When the Book of Ecclesiastes says there is a time
for everything under the sun — a time for planting, a
time for reaping, a time for mourning and a time for
dancing — it sums up the principle of balance that
eluded Hamlet. His frame of reference was one-sided,

partial, obscured.
| Presumably, humor would have restored the balance
and triggered a happy medium,

The second thing Hamlet points to is that he has lost

verbs to describe perspective: We either “keep” it,
“gain” it or “lose” it.

The least desirable event associated with perspective
is to lose it. Keeping it or gaining it are positive
because each says that we are able to relate things to
‘each other and to the whole. :

When we lose perspective, we lose connections and
make big things of little episodes and vice versa.

A friend of mine, a tired businessman, told me that
he-dreaded meeting with a crabby, hard-to-please
client. His fantasy scenario had him losing the account,
seeing his business fold, going on welfare, being
homeless and dying in the streets.

That’s what you call losing perspective! My friend
allowed his fantasy to interfere with the bigger picture.
He needed to step back and regain perspective.

It doesn’t take much imagination to see how a sense
of humor helps do this. Writer Dolores Curran tells the
story of a frazzled mother preparing dinner with several
children underfoot.

About to lose perspective, she reached for an aerosol
can of whipping cream and sprayed some on
everybody’s mouth. Time for a giggle. Time for
perspective to be restored.

The absence of humor provides the lethal blow to
balance and perspective: The migraine becomes life-
threatening. It is imagined as a cerebral hemorrhage, a
death sentence.

Scriptures

Tough
decisions

perspective. Now it seems to me that we use three clear

People who ha a nse ' humor have at least two additional things going for themThey have a

sense of balance and a sense of perspective,” writes Doris Donnelly. A life without humor is a life out

of kilter. (NC photo)

The migraine becomes all-consuming. And even the
thought of shrugging off worry or laughing it away is
the cause of even more up-tightness.

What does Hamlet need to-hear?

Probably the same thing we do, namely, to lighten

up, to soar to new imaginings rather than to sink with
old ways of doing things and to “enjoy.”

Joy and humor go hand in hand. And life without
humor is not the Good News that God has in store for
every one of us.

Changing your life, suddenly

By NC News Service

What is so fascinating about a person who makes a
dramatic change in lifestyle?

It happens occasionally. A person at the height of a
career that most people would regard as successful
throws it all overboard to accept a much lower-paying
position in a totally different field that he or she feels
will be more meaningful.

Or, a family departs from the neighborhood it long
has called home, leaving job, friends and familiar
surroundings, to pursue a new and greatly simplified
lifestyle in a different kind of setting.

From time to time such people are featured in
newspaper articles and TV reports. To be sure, others
are curious to hear the story of people who so
completely change their lifestyle.

Perhaps the story is interesting because it contains an
element of surprise. Others find it noteworthy that
people would — or even could — so dramatically
change the ordinary structures of their lives.

What kind of people would make such a decision?
they ask. What makes them tick?

One remarkable thing about people who freely
decide to make a positive and dramatic lifestyle change
is the degree to which they exercise their own decision-
making ability to determine what course their lives will

. By Father John Castelot
NC News Service

The earliest Christians attracted little attention at first
since their external lifestyle was so much like that of
their contemporaries. But they were different and the
difference was bound to show eventually.

The time would come when Jewish Christians would
be excommunicated from the synagogue. It had not
been so bad when these Jews said that Jesus was the
Messiah, although that was considered prepostcrous
enough. But as it grew clear that they looked upon him
as the Son of God, some considered such a belief
downright blasphemous.

Ejection from the synagogue caused a practical
difficulty for Christians throughout the empire.

take.

It would be easy to think of a lifestyle as something
society virtnally hands over to you; minor personal
decisions are made to alter that lifestyle and to suit it to
oneself,

But to really seize control over it with regard to some
of the basics? Is it just plain crazy? Or can it be a form
of maturity?

Sometimes families carefully and thoughtfully reach
a decision that their lifestyle must change. They may
sense that they are losing more than they are gaining as
the ordinary course of events saps their energies and
robs them of time to spend together.

Whatever the reason for their decision, it is
interesting that they attempt to come to terms with their
needs and values, and to inject these forcefully into the
way they live. )

Without a doubt there are people who make lifestyle
decisions that are utterly irresponsible. Sometimes, for
example, dramatic lifestyle decisions are made by -
individuals in isolation from those who are part of their
lives — as if to say that important decisions cannc
made together. '

Buf sometimes people make important lifestyle
detisions in an exercise of real responsibility. And
when they do, it can really be quite a fascinating story.

According to Roman law, Judaism could be practiced
anywhere. It was a lawful religion. Christianity was

' not.

This meant that a Christian was an outlaw,
technically an “atheist” in a society where other gods
and goddesses were worshiped. So Christians were
subject to capital punishment. Understandably, they
held on to the protection of the synagogue as long as
they could..

Being a Christian in the Roman Empire called for
tough decisions, courage, even heroism.

How, for instance, could one belong to a trade guild
when every meeting involved religious ceremonies to_
honor its sponsoring god or goddess? Did one have to
risk financial ruin to be a faithful Christian?
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‘Your Faith

Making a lifestyle work for you

" By Father Eugene LaVerdiere

: NC News Service

For some people, the choice of
lifestyle is very limited. Many new
immigranis, for instance, pay an
exorbitant human cost to make it in our
American big cities. :

Their lives are sometimes a deadening

repetition of working to earn money and

going home to sleep to be able to return
to work and carn more money. Many
spcak quite openly about how lonely
they are in a city like New York.

One time, driving back to Manhattan
from LaGuardia Airport, I stopped a
cabdriver who had his window wide
open even though it was winter. In
response 1o my asking why he kept
slapping his face, he explained it was to
help him to stay awake. He added that -
he had been working 24 hours.

When I suggested he needed rest, he
said, “But I have to provide for my
family!”

Given his work schedule, it turned out
that he had no time to spend with his
family.

or other people, lifestyle means
-univing in the fast lane, sporting trendy
fashions, hanging out with those who
are “with it” and being night people.

Such a lifestyle may be flashy, but

stood for his name.”

What does this mean? It is metaphorical language,
typical of a kind of writing called apocalyptic. The
passage doesn’t mean people literally had to get

tattooed. It was worse than that.

People had to vencrate the image of the emperor
publicly in order to transact ordinary business. This

was unthinkable for a Christian.

Pagan religion permeated the whole fabric of society.
Even wedding receptions and funeral banquets were

The New Testament book of Revelation (13:17)
gives the impression that one had to bear the stamped
image of a beast on the right hand or forehead.

“No one could buy or scll except one who had the
stamped image of the beast’s name or the number that

that doesn’t mean it {rees a person up
and releases the potential for growth.

A {lashy lifestyle may skim so close
along the surface of every relationship
that it nurtures irresponsibility and
makes wholesome and deep
relationships all but impossible.
Television soaps and situation comedies
serve a steady diet of such dead-end

some lifestyles paralyze a person’s
growth. But other lifestyles are a
sources of inner freedom conducive to
greater personal growth.

One example of such a lifestyle is
very close to me — that of my mother,
76, and my father, 80.

My parents always have been hard-
working people. The family home in

Lifestyles and faith 2

lifestyles.

The New Testament contains many
examples of lifestyles that are not
humanly and religiously productive.

—There’s the Prodigal Son who left
home and squandered his inheritance on
dissipated living. He soon found himself
penniless, tending swine and yearning
for their food (Luke 15:12-16).

-—Then there is the rich man who
enjoyed sumptuous dinners and dressed
luxuriously within sight of the
desperately poor on his very doorstep.
When he died he found himself
estranged from everyone and in total
misery (Luke 16:19-31).

We wonder if his life had been
anything more than a veneer of well-
being, whether it had not been one long
flight from reality. It is clear then that

Maine is literally the work of their
hands. It has been a wonderful home in
every sense, even when it was
unfinished.

Part of the family lifestyle while we
four children were growing up was
living in an unfinished house and home.

The family house has been finished
for quite a few years now, apart from
occasional remodeling. But the home —
that is, our relationships with each other
— is not. That continues to grow and
develop.

Until a few years ago it never
accurred to me to wonder why. We
could so easily have come to a point
where everyone would stop growing.

But then one day the four of us gota
phone call telling us the cellar, the attic,
the storerooms and the garage were

'‘Pagan religion permeated
the whole fabric of society.
Even wedding receptions
and funeral banquets were
held in the temple facilities.
Could a Christian accept an
invitation to such an affair
from a close personal friend
or business associate?’

neutral.

Christ.

-appropriate lifestyle. We do not have far

held in the temple facilities. Could a Christian
accept an invitation to such an affair from a
close personal friend or business associate?.
Some in the city of Corinth felt the answer
should be yes. They knew the pagan gods were
non-entities; temples erected in their honor were
erected in honor of nothing; food sacrificed to
them was sacrificed 1o nothing and was morally

Pautl agreed, but found the danger of scandal
and self-deception too great. .

Everywhere the Christians turned in ancient
society, they were forced to decide for or against

Compromise was out of the question.

. |One couple, approaching
their 50th anniversary,
cleaned out their house
and uncluttered their
ives. They adopted a
ifestyle that fit their age
perfectly, ensuring they

being cleaned and there was to be a
garage sale. Our parents said if there
was anything we wanted, we should
claim it. Otherwise it was going ...
going ... gone.

To our amazement, all the old things
went. The garage sale was a great
success and the house was spruced up.
All this was in preparation for our
parents’ golden wedding anniversary.
When we got home for the celebration,
we found everything uncluttered and
neatly in order.

Our parents had opted for the future.
Along with the major housecleaning,
they had begun walking for exercise,
simplified their diet and were visiting
with friends, taking time for themselves,
apart and together, and they went to
church, where dad is an extraordinary
minister of Communion.

My parents’ lifestyle fit their age
perfectly. It freed them up and ensured
that they would continue to grow as
human beings and Christians. Their
lifestyle also made room for their
children and grandchildren.

Our parents still are teaching us a lot
about life and what makes for an

to go to find out that a good lifestyle
nurtures freedom and growth.

/

Miami, Florida / THE VOICE | Friday, September 30, 1988 / PAGE 23




Olympic Spirit

Olympic wrestler credits God for success

By Father David Monohan

OKLAHOMA CITY (NC)—Pound
for pound, John Smith is tough. He’ll find
out how though he really is at the Olym-
pic Games in Seoul, South Korea, repre-

senting the United States in freestyle

wrestling in the 136.5-pound division. .
His record includes two National Col-

'Without the Lord | would just be
an average wrestler. | know if |
keep on track and do the right
things, I'll have success. | feel
like | get a Iot of power from my

prayers.’

legiate Athletic Association champion-
ships, two U.S. Open Freestyle champi-
onships and the winner’s crown at the
1986 Goodwill Games in Moscow, the
Pan American Games, the 1987 Olympic
Festival, the 1987 World Championship
and the pre-Olympic competition in Se-
oul. He won 133 matches in arow against
the best of the United States and the
world.

When Smith, 23, competes in South
Korea, he’ll be carrying with him the best
wishes and prayers of his friends at Okla-
homa State University, Del City High
School, St. Paul the Apostle Church in
Del City, St. John University Parish in
Stillwater, and his family—six sisters,
three brothers, and his parents, Lee Roy
and Madalene Smith.

*“My parents have been very suppor-
tive,” Smith said in an interview with The
Sooner Catholic, newspaper of the Arch-
diocese of Oklahoma City. “They always
have been there when I needed them,
whether I won or lost. They never put
pressure on me to win.”

Smith is particularly close to his older

-the direction to be a

“If I took a wrong turn

brother, Lee Roy Jr,,
who also has won an
NCAA championship
and three U.S. Open
Freestyle titles and has
served as a counselor to
his younger sibling.
“He has'guided me in

-John Smith

champion,” Smith said.

he would literally kick
me in the right direc-
tion.”

And what role does
Smith’s Catholic reli-
gion play?

“It’s the most impor-
tant thing in my life,”
Smith said.

“Without the Lord I would just be an
average wrestler. I know if Ikeep on track
and do the right things, I’'ll have success.
I feel like I get a lot of power from my
prayers,”

Smith thinks his strongest competition
will come from the Soviet Union, Bul-

garia, Sourth Korea, Japan and Mongolia.

“My weight is probably going to be the
toughest weight,” he said.

The American champion described the
intense preparations undertaken by the
U.S. wrestlers at the Olympic Village in
Colorado Springs last August.

Each day included drill on techniques,
conditioning exercises, and more than an

Dan Majerle ia a member of the 12-member baketball team selected for
the United States in the 1988 Olympics at Seoul, South Korea. Majerle
says his Catholic background helps him believe that God looks over

him in his endeavors. (NC photo) '
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hour of hard wrestling. Daily workouts
took four hours.

At the end of a two-and-a-half-hour.

morning session, the athletes would run
10 100-yard sprints, five 220-yard runs,
two 440-yard runs, race up and down the
stadium stairs for 20 minutes, and then
run three miles in about 18 minutes.

Smith has paid for his status atop the
wrestling heap no only through his rigid
regimen but by working through injuries.

He casually mentions that he has bro-
ken all 10 finder at least once and has had
20-25 broken finger bones overall. And
he is going into the Olympics with a
damaged shoulder.

“Injuries are a real test,” he said.

John Smith squaresoff against a collegiate opponent. "Without the Lord, | would just
be an average wrestler,” says Smith, who represents the United States in free-style
wrestling at the 1988 Summer Olympics in Seoul, South Korea. (NC photo)

“You’ve got to wrestle in pain. If you
don’t go into a tournament injured, you
haven’t been training hard enough.”

Why suffer all this? “The desire to be
the best at something,” Smith said. “In
wrestling you have control over your own
destiny. It gives me the hunger you necd
to be a champion.”

Smith’s father will be there at the
Olympics, as always, sweating out the
matches. Madalene Smith will ~stay
home, near the family tclevision.

“She won’t watch it,” young Smith
predicted. He suspects hismother instead
will be around the corner in the hallway,
praying herrosary, asalways, and {retting
about her son’s fingers.

Basketball player:
From college hoops
to Olympic games

By Teresa Schuelke

PHOENIX, Ariz. (NC)—For a Catho-
lic young man named Dan Majerle who
knows how to shoot buckets the transi-
tion from a collegiate team to Olympic

basketball trials was made inrecord time.. _

One week he was a virtual unknown
playing basketball for Central Michigan
University. The next, he was drafted by

an NB A team and asked to compete in the

U.S. Olympic basketball trials.

In late August, the 6-foot-7 Majerle
was chosen to play forward on the final
12-man Olympic tcam, at the 1988 Sum-
mer Olympics, in Soul, South Korea.

During the Sept. 16-Oct. 2 games,
Majerle was expected to be “on the court”
doing a little of everything—diving,

scratching, scrambhng and long—range ‘

shooting.

The native of Traverse City, Mich.,
who was a first-round draft choice for the
Phoenix Suns, recently signed a $2.2
million five-year contract with the Suis.

But Majerle has spent nearly all sum-
mer at Jesuit-run Georgetown University
in Washington practicing with the Olym-

. pians under the watchful eye of the team’s

head coach John Thompson.

“The experience I've had has been
great,” Majerle said about the trials. “It’s
something that I’1l never be able to ever
have again.

“Just making the Olympic trials a..
getting this far and having the chance to
make the final team has been a great

. experience. It’s something that I'll re-

member for the rest of my life,” he said.

Majerle said making the Olympic team
was something he had hoped for since his
freshman year at Central Michigan.

Majerle, who was raised a Catholic,
said his faith remains strong. “Ijust grew
up and believed in God. And I put my
faith in him and knew that he’d look over
me,” he said.

He said his parents and two brothers
play an important role in his life.

“My family has really helped me.
They’re the main thing that’s really kept
me going. They support me all the way
through, and (with) my basketball career.

-“So anything I’ve needed or any help
I’ve needed from them, they’ve always
been there. We're all very close and we
g0 through everything pretty much to-
gether Majerle said.



