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World:

Chinése Catholics appeal

for prayers for compatriots
- NEW YORK (CNS) — A convention of Chinese
Cat.holics has appealed to the National Conference of
Catholic Bishops to assist students from China who
are afraid to return home due to the recent crack-
down in Tiananmen Square. In a letter to Archbishop
John L. May, NCCB president, they asked for public
support of the students’ “stand for freedom,”’
designation of a Sunday by each diocese to pray for
students who were killed and exploration of ‘‘what
practical assistance’” the church can give students in
the United States. The July 1-3 convention was a
joint gathering of the Chinese Clergy and Religious
Association in North America and the Chinese
Catholic Lay Apostolate in America.

Vatican newspaper decries

‘silent genocide’ in Lebanon

VATICAN CITY (CNS) — The Vatican’s news-
paper has criticized what it calls the lack of world in-

Final nun leaves New Jersey monastery
after spending nine months barricaded

WASHINGTON (CNS) — The last of five Discalc-
ed Carmelite nuns has left her New Jersey monastery
after spending nine months barricaded in the in-
firmary to protest changes instituted by the prioress.
The nun, Sister Teresita Romano, left the infirmary
at the Monastery of the Most Blessed Virgin Mary of
Mt. Carmel in Morristown July 6, five days after
three other nuns barricaded with her abandoned the

monastery and went into seclusion. “‘She told a =
fellow sister that she was leaving and that she would

" be in touch with Mother (Theresa) Hewitt (the

monastery’s prioress),” Tim Mannmg, spokesman for
the Diocese of Paterson, N.J., in which the -
monastery is located, told Catholic News Service July .
10. ““Mother has not received any word from her.’

terest in stopping the “‘slow but decisive genocide’’

occurring in Lebanon. ‘“The genocide is consumed in
silence” and under ‘‘the sad shadow of indifference,’
sajd L’Osservatore Romano in a front-page editorial.

- “This silence, absurd and immoral, will weigh on the

consciences of people and nations,’ it added. ‘“To die

" in Lebanon no longer makes news,” it said. The

newspaper said the recent joint cease-fire call issued
by French President Francois Mitterand and Soviet
President Mikhail Gorbachév was received “w1th in-
difference.’

Cuba ignores pleas,

executes 4 military officers

HAVANA (CNS) — Cuba has executed four
military officers convicted of drug trafficking and
treason, despite appeals from the pope, Amnest
ternational and other human rights groups. Cubau re-
volutionary hero Gen. Arnaido Ochoa Sanchez, Gen.
Antonio Patricio de la Guardia Font, Capt. Jorge
Martinez and Maj. Amado Padron Trujillo were ex-
ecuted by a firing squad at dawn July 13.

-

Celebrity day

* Former Los Angeles Dodgers
infielder and member of the
Baseball Hall of Fame,

Pee Wee Reese, center, ladles
out a helping of vegetables at
the St. Vincent de Paul Center
in Louisville, Kentucky's "Celeb-
rity Day”. Looking on, at right, is
comedian Foster Brooks, and at
left, Barbara Aubrey, a local

: celebrity. The annual event is
heid to call attention to the work
done by the shelter, which
serves 25,000 meals per month
to the needy

CNS Photo

.
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National:
“China Beach” writer receives

$15,000, Humanitas Prize

LOS ANGELES (CNS) — The writer of ‘‘Promis-
ed Land,” an episode in the ABC-TV series ““China
Beach,’” was awarded a 1989 Humanitas Prize as a
TV show affirming human life. The award, given in
the hourlong program category, was one of three
won by ABC productions July 6 in the Humanitas

Prize competition, which is sponsored annually by the

Human Family Educational and Cultural Institute.

The ““China Beach”’ episode, which earned a $15,000

cash prize, went to Patricia Green for her script
about how a soldier in Vietnam is affected by the as-

sassination of the Rev. Martin Luther King Jr. and is

forced to choose between violence and non-violence.

New York’s Archbishop Maguire

dies of heart, lung failure
NEW YORK (CNS) — Retired Coadjutor. Arch-

- bishop John J. Maguire of New York died July 6 of
pulmonary and cardiac failure at St. Vincent’s
Hospital in New York. He was 84. The 30th an-
niversary of his episcopal ordination was June 29.

Pope accepts bishop’s resignation,
‘names 3 bishops to posts
‘WASHINGTON (CNS) — Pope John Paul II has
accepted the resignation of 74-year-old Bishop Joseph
M. Breitenbeck of Grand Rapids, Mich., and has ap-
pointed Bishop Robert J. Rose, 59, of Gaylord,
Mich., to succeed him. The pope also named Father
Sam Jacobs, 51, director of seminarians and voca-
tions in the Diocese of Lake Charles, La., to be :
bishop of ‘Alexandria, La. Auxiliary BlShOp Michael
R. Kuchmiak of the Ukrainian Archdiocese of
Philadelphia has been appointed by Pope John Paul
to be exarch for Ukrainian Catholics in Great Britain.

‘Detroit Catholic colleges

band together to consolidate

"DETROIT (CNS) — Three Detroit Catholic col-
leges have agreed to start working toward consolida-
tion. The schools, Marygrove College, Mercy College
of Detroit and the University of Detroit, could be
consolidated into one institution within two years,
pending the results of long-term planning, said Mercy
College President Sister Maureen Fay, a Dominican
nun. o

Indiana Supreme Court
bars execution of 15-year-old

INDIANAPOLIS (CNS) — Nearly two years after
Pope John Paul II appealed for clemency for an In-
diana teen-age girl sentenced to die for a murder
committed when she was 15, the Indiana Supreme
Court ruled that the girl cannot be executed. The
court unanimously upheld the conviction of Paula R.
Cooper in the stabbing murder of an elderly Bible
school teacher. But the justices said she should be im-
prisoned, not executed. The decision followed a 1988
U.S. Supreme Court decision barring, under most cir-
cumstances, the execution of anyone who was under
16 when the crime was committed. The justices =" ¥
cited a 1987 Indiana law which raised the state’s
minimum age for the death penalty from 10 to 16.
The U.S. Supreme Court subsequently ruled this past
June that states are free to impose the death penalty
on murderers who committed their crimes- at age 16
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Christmas creche: Colliding transitions

By Laurie Hansen
Catholic News. Service

WASHINGTON (CNS) — Two
longtime U.S. democratic traditions,
freedom of religion and separation of
church and state, appeared to collide
during Supreme Court debate over a
" nativity scene inside a Pennsylvania
courthouse.

So, too, did the views of court wat-
chers who commented on the justices’
decision to disallow the Christmas
creche.

The creche in question, placed inside
the Allegheny County Courthouse dur-
‘'ng the Christmas season by members
of the Pittsburgh diocesan Holy Name
Society, included figures of the infant
Jesus, Mary, Joseph, farm animals,
shepherds, wise men and an angel bear-
ing a banner proclaiming ‘‘Gloria in
Excelsis Deo!”’

The high court in a 5-4 vote ruled Ju-
ly 3 that some government-sponsored
religious displays are permissible if they
do not have ‘“‘the effect of promoting
or endorsing religious beliefs,” but said
the Allegheny County creche violated
that principle.

In the same case the justices voted
that a menorah, a nine-branched
candelabra commemorating the Jewish
holiday of Hanukkah placed outside a
Pennsylvania city-county building, did
not appear to endorse Judaism because
of its ““particular physical setting.”’

The difference, said Justice Harry A.
Blackmun, writing for the majority,
was that the creche — unadorned by
secular Christmas season symbols —
conveyed an endorsement of Chris-
tianity. Poinsettias and small ever-
greens surrounding the nativity did lit-
tle to detract from the creche’s over-

‘tent

'The high court has given in to the views of a vocal

minority, members of the local American Civil Liberties

Union'

whelmingly religious message, in Black-
mun’s view.

In contrast, he said, the menorah,
which stood next to a lighted Christmas

tree and a sign with the mayor’s name -

declaring a “‘salute to liberty..., must
be understood as conveying the city’s
secular recognition of different tradi-
tions for celebrating the winter holiday
season.”’ ,

.Some Christians may wish to see the
government proclaim its allegiance to
Christianity, but the Constitution
doesn’t permit . the ‘‘gratification of
that desire,” Blackmun declared.

While Blackmun argued that the
creche in the courthouse violated the
separation of church and state, dissent-
ing Justice Anthony M. Kennedy said
the majority’s decision showed a ““la-
hostility’’ or “‘callous’
indifference” to religion.

According to the majority’s ruling
“the only Christmas the state can
acknowledge is one in which references
to religion have been held to a
minimum,”’ said Kennedy, a situation
he called ‘‘antithetical’’ to the First

Amendment’s call for freedom of -

religion.

The debate so split the court that
Blackmun, in announcing his opinion
and the votes, joked that it reminded
him of hawkers selling baseball pro-
grams to 1dent1fy all the players and
numbers.

Ve

An elderly woman is blasted by a water cannon as

Y

The creche ruling came in contrast to
a 1984 high court decision that allowed
the city of Pawtucket, R.I., to continve
to place a nativity scene that included
such symbols as Christmas trees and a

_ Santa’s house in a park owned by a

non-profit group.

In that decision, then-Chief Justice
Warren E. Burger wrote for the majori-
ty that the Constitution did not require
complete separation of church and
state. Instead, ‘it affirmatively man-
dates accommodation, not merely

tolerance, of all religions and forbids

hostility toward any,’ he wrote.

" To Father Paul E. Yurko, director of
the Pittsburgh Diocesan Holy Name
Union responsible for providing the
nativity scene, the July 3 decision was
‘“‘naturally disappointing.’’

By refusing to allow Holy Name
Society members to display the creche
in the courthouse — as they have for
the last 18 or 19 years, said Father
Yurko — the high court has obscured
the ““true meaning of Christmas’’> and

given in to the views of a vocal minori- -

ty, ‘“members of the local American
Civil Liberties Union.”

‘““The majority of people weren’t of-
fended’’ by the nativity scene, he told
Catholic News Service July 13. “And
those that were just walked by and
looked the other way. It wasn’t being
forced on them.”

Franciscan Father Thaddeus

Horgan, associate director of the U.S.
bishops’ Secretariat for Ecumenical
and Interreligious Affairs, said in an in-
terview that Christmas is one of several
““festivals with religious roots that have
entered into the American cultural ex-
perience.”’

“l don’t think the government
should promote religion, but to suggest
that certain festivals like Christmas
.don’t have religious overtones is .
naive,” he said.

Even in interfaith cncles he said,
different religious symbolism is al-
lowed. “Good relations with people
means honesty. We present ourselves as
who we are. If we go to meetings we
wear Roman collars even though no-
body else does. We don’t tell Jewish
people to take their yarmulkes off,’
said Father Horgan. »

Yarmulkes are skullcaps worn by
some Jewish men and boys, especially
when they are at prayer, studying or

. during meals.

- On the other hand, Abraham H.
Foxman, national director of the New
York-based Anti-Defamation League
of B’nai B’rith, said the high court’s
ruling to disallow the display of the
creche on public property was a “‘wel-
come reaffirmation of .the principle
that the government may not place its
imprimatur on any one religious fai

Rabbi Daniel Syme, vice president of

-the New York-based Union of Ameri-
can Hebrew Congregations, concurred.
He said the court ‘‘wiesely upheld the
principle of church-state separation en-
shrined in the First Amendment.” ‘

The separation of church and state,
said Rabbi Syme, has ‘‘enabled organi-
zed religion to fourish in our country
like nowhere else in the world.” ’

Cardinal explains
comment on nuns

" Catholic News Service
LOUISVILLE, Ky. (CNS) — Dur-

ing a visit to Louisville Cardinal

Edouard Gagnon defended his widely
criticized remark to U.S. archbishops
in Rome earlier this year about nuns
serving on diocesan marriage tribunals
being misled by ‘‘tender hearts.”

In an interview in July with The Rec-
ord, ' Louisville archdiocesan news-
paper, he said he did not mean to imply
that nuns holding such posts should be
singled out for special supervision, and
in fact his main purpose was to stress
that women can be useful on tribunals.

Cardinal Gagnon, president of the
Vatican’s Pontifical Council for the
Family, was accused of sexism in many

| quarters after a speech he gave March

10 at a summit meeting between U.S.
archbishops and top Vatican officials.

Speaking of “‘the choice of person-
nel”” as one of the problem areas that
““need special attention” by bishops in
marriage tribunals, he first cited the
case of a former tribunal official in
Canada who “‘did not believe in the in-
dissolubility of marriage,”’ and then ad-
ded:

‘“Women Religious can be very help-
ful in dealing with marriage cases, but

_ we have to be careful that their tender

hearts do not play tricks on them.”
The Canadian-born Vatican official
said his remark was blown out of

proportion, and ‘I have received many

letters of insult”’ because of it.

He said he was telling the U.S. arch-
bishops that ““in general, they need to
be vigilant on personnel.”’

He said he did not believe his re-

"The feminists do not want

to have a tender heart?’
Cardinal Edouard Gagnon

' Cardinal Gagnon was interviewed
following a speech on sexual morality

he gave at the fourth annual Church

Teaches Forum, a daylong program in
Louisville co-sponsored by Catholics
United for the Faith and the Cardinal

Mindszenty Foundation.

In his talk he said declining ad-
herence to church moral teachings is
due to growing self-absorption. ‘“Most
of us have lost our sense of duty to
society and to the whole world. We
think only of the rights,’ he said.

He noted that this year marks the -
200th anmversary of the French

Revolutlon

““The French Revolution insisted on
the rights of people,’ he said. ‘‘But it
did not mention the duties of people.
Democracy has that kind of cancer in
that everyone is thinking of his rights
without thinking of his duties.’

Mother Angelica, the Alabama
Franciscan nun who founded the Eter-
nal Word Television Network, told the
gathering that “‘television is one of the
worst causes of immorality and permis-
siveness in the whole wide world. You
cannot listen to an ad without hearing
some element of suggestion.”

Strife Polish riot police clashed with about 50 protesters g:;?c;;;enterﬁi;;ehmmsgo:ﬂ)d r?(f; “The church must be heard in print,
in Poland who attempted to march to the headquarters of want to have' a tender heart?” he ask- DY radio, by television in order to bring
' | the Polish Communist Party to demand the resig- ed. families back to God,” she said.
\_ ‘ nation of Gen. Wojciech Jaruselski -~ CNS photo ) ' '
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Bishops urge Stallings to

By Catholic News Service celebratir}g community
WASHINGTON (CNS)—Just days = unauthorized “cry for our
after the 13 U.S. African-American liturgies. increased
bishops urged the founder of a church for ~ Arch- attention,”
black Catholics to retum to unity with the bishop John - Archbishop
church, some 2,300 people attended the ~ L. May of May said
church’s July 16 services. St. Louis, The
Since the July 2 founding of Imani president of archbishop
. ‘_ the National also cited
' Conference ins th
; X gains the
'As your bishop and of clrlamohc church has
. Bishops, also made
brother, | ask you to return issueda e hin the
to the church that called stasement on black
i ¢ Tather community,
you and O(dalned you to Stallings’ including
the service of God's situation. doubling
' ' n ! the number
people. Return to the real of the USS. of Aftican-
struggle to make the g(l)snhfglr’:m éngriﬁan
. s atholics in
church a better sign of = AMr:hbiShop . the last five
. M 4 '] ) 7 . . .
unity and diversity sledged ' THIS is not a dispute between those Y and
. ‘ anew” who oppose racism and those who efforts to
Cardinal James Hickey efforts to - implement
‘ ensure that SUp,DOfT it the National
* , the church Father George Stallings Black
Temple by Father George A. Stallings, .  recognize - - I Catholic
former evangelist for the Archdiocese of the gifts and needs of African-American  Pastoral Plan.
Washington, a total of five liturgies have  Catholics. The black bishops’ statement mean-

been celebrated. Each attracted more
than 1,000 people. .
Gloria Nurse, press spokeswoman for
the priest, said the total collection from
the five services was $42,000. Imani
Temple is looking for land to build a
church and a school, she said. In the
meantime, services are being held at a
- public high school in suburban Mary-
_ land. - '
Father Stallings had not responded by
July 17 to a July 12 appeal from the
nation’s 13 black bishops that he return
to unity with the church. Neither had he
commented on a July 13 statement
published in The Washington Post by
Cardinal James A. Hickey of Washing-
ton, who suspended Father- Stallings for

The archbishop said all U.S. Catholics
are saddened by the action of Father
Stallings and his followers. “Please
know that your concerns are the concerns
of every bishop in this land,” Archbishop
May told black Catholics.

“Your pain is our pain, your joy is our
joy,” he said in the July 14 statement.
“We are a family, and no brother or sister

. suffers or rejoices alone.”

““There have been elements of racism
in the church and there continue to be,”
the archbishop said.

African-Americans must be appointed
to more leadership positions. Continued
efforts must be made to incorporate
African-American culture in the liturgies.
And the social problems which have an
disproportionate impact on the black

ADVERTISEMENT
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CELEBRATE FRENCH BICENTENNAL WITH SPECIAL MENU

Coral Gables, Florida..:Itis only natural that South Florida's leading French -
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French Revolution.

And that is precisely what Hans Eichmann, owner of the four star Vinton's
Restaurant at 116 Alhambra Circle in Coral Gables has done. In honor of the French
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de France”, “Surprise Marie Antoinette" (Juicy Mango Mousse in a Port Wine,
Blackberry Sauce), or "Ras Souffie”, or *Moist Grand Mamier” (Bittersweet
Chocolate Cake) plus “Café et Mignardises De La Bastilie”.

Both dinners will be availabile throughout July and other specialties will be added
to both the luncheon and dinner menus.

Vinton's, located in the historic Hotel La Palma in Coral Gables, is consistently
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while called Father Stallings a talented
person. “His gifts belong to us and to the
church he was ordained to serve,” they
said. :

Father Stallings is “a brother of special
and unique talents. He is a priest and
shares with us the bond of priestly
office,” the bishops said. “He is an
African-American who possesses the
vibrancy of our cultural and spiritual
heritage.” .

“We urge him, we implore him to
return to the unity of the church and to
continue to encourage the church to
reform,” they said. The only way such
reform is possible is “within the unity of
the one Catholic Church.”

“We do admit that the sin of racism
still makes the harmonious dialogue
between our church and our cultural
heritage a challenge for all of us,” said
the statement signed by the black bishops

* Adult & Family Ministry
¢ Pastoral Counseling
» Campus Ministry

Name

return

and issued by Auxiliary Bishop John H.
Ricard of Baltimore, chairman of the
U.S. bishops’ Committee for Black
Catholics. : : :
“Nonetheless, we do not, we cannot
envision the surrender of those efforts
even in the face of difficulty. African-
American Catholics have faced far more
difficult challenges in the past and yet-

'African-American Catho-
lics have faced far more
difficult challenges in the
past and yet remained
firmly and joyfully withi, -
the embrace of the

~ church..’
Bishops' letter

remained firmly and joyfully within the
embrace of the church that we love,” the
bishops said. ' '

Cardinal Hickey’s statement asked
Father Stallings to “come home.”

“As your bishop and your brother, I
ask you to return to the church that called
you and ordained you to the service of
God’s people,” the cardinal wrote.

“Return to the real struggle to make
the church a better sign of unity and
diversity,” Cardinal Hickey said.
“Return to an integral, healthy, effective
and accountable ministry within the
Roman Catholic Church.” :

Father Stallings’ action, and the media
attention it has received, has “belittled or
ignored” the work of African-Americans
in the archdiocese and has been person-
ally hurtful, he said.

“This is not a dispute between those
who oppose racism and those who
support it,” he said, “but between those
who choose to stay and work to make
our church a better sign of the Lord’s
love and justice and those who abandon
their Catholic faith to follow some '
personal crusade outside the church.”
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Bishops warn of fundamentalism dangers

MOBILE, Ala. (CNS) — Like Adolf Hitler or
- Ayatollah Khomeini in Iran, biblical fundamentalism
tries to give simplistic answers to the tensions and
complexities of life, the Catholic bishops of Alabama
and Mississippi said in a joint pastoral letter to their
_people July 14. »
_ Fundamentalism prospers because “for many, life
in general seems so complex that they feel they have
lost control,” the bishops said.

They called fundamentalism a “grave temptation”
and a “danger” because it offers:

~—"An unreasonable certainty about the meaning of
Scripture texts regardless of their context. :

_—"An overly simplistic certainty of salvation, -
ach}eved instantaneously upon acceptance of Christ as
savior.
. — “A deep sense of personal security, in often
1d§1;lﬁfying the ‘American Way’ with God’s call and
will.

—"Intimacy with God in a relationship so personal
that it effectively excludes others.” b

“Such attitudes,” the bishops said, “are too readily
accepted by those who equate the’ American way of life’
with rugged individualism and self-sufficiency.”

The letter was issued by the bishops of the ecclesi-
astical province of Mobile, Ala., which covers the states
of Alabama and Mississippi.

~ Signing the letter were Archbishop Oscar
Lipscomb of Mobile and Bishops Joseph L. Howze of

Biloxi, Miss., William R. Houck of Jackson, Miss., and

. Raymond J. Boland of Birmingham, Ala.

The bishops noted that fundamentalism, a reaction

to 19th-century Protestant liberalism that was seen as
threatening basic truths of faith, sought to establish

.answer book for every
problem, it is rather the
record of God'’s loving and
saving presence among
his people’

'The Bible is not a mere

“non-negotiable fundamentals of the Christian faith.”

One of fundamentalism’s basic tenets, they said, is

a belief in the “absolute inerrancy of Scripture,” usually
bound to a strict literal interpretation of biblical texts
by each individual. .

They said that the Catholic Church, too, is “a

church of basics — basic beliefs grounded in Scripture
and our tradition developed over almost 20 centuries.”

But the fundamentalist belief in individual literal

interpretation, they said, violates “the history and
tradition of Scripture itself” and the Catholic belief “that
Scripture cannot stand apart from the community.”

‘before the written texts of the New Testament, that it

was the church community which preserved, copied and”
handed on the texts written by some of its leaders, and it
was the leadership of that community which “decided
upon the 27 books of the New Testament.”

Those who want to claim a strict “religion of the
book” must face up to the fact that the Bible itself
contains no “list of its inspired books,” they said.

They also challenged fundamentalism’s “exagger-
ated contrast between the world (evil) and the Kingdom

(good),” saying that what God created is good and “it is

we who can be evil, not the universe.”

They also challenged the “unbalanced spirituality”
of viewing holiness as “fleeing the world,” saying that
“this gives the lie to the Incarnation.”

“The Bible is not a mere answer book for every
problem,” the bishops said. “It is rather the record of
God’s loving and saving presence among his people.”

The bishops said their objections to fundamental-
ism should not be interpreted as a denial of Scriptufe or
of a biblically based spirituality. ’

They urged all Catholics “to become more ac-
quainted with the word of God as it is embodied in the
richness of our Catholic tradition.”

They called on Catholics to read the Bible daily and
urged the establishment of Bible study courses in
parishes throughout their dioceses. ‘

The bishops particularly commended the Catholic
charismatic movement for giving new emphasis to

Says Expert

Parishes told:
rely more on
stewardship

By Catholic News Service

TOLEDO, Ohio (CNS) — Parishes
that rely merely on the Offertory collec-
tion, bingo, raffles and festivals to
finance . services, especially Catholic
education, won’t survive in the 2lst
century, said the development officer
for the Diocese of Toledo. ;

““Many parishes and especially those
with schools, are surviving by with-
drawing from past savings, and others
are just barely managing to balance the
books at the end of the year.’ said the
official, Richard Waring.

Waring, who has 20 years experience
in fund raising for private colleges,
dioceses and parishes, advocates plan-
. ned-giving programs and the creation
of endowment funds for long-term
financial stability  of the church
facilities.

Waring, a former board member of
the National Catholic Stewardship

" ning pamphlet intended for distri

Council, is the author of several
publications, - including ‘‘Financial
Organizer,” a personal estate planning
guide; “How To Save Our Catholic
College,” a profile of the financial
status of Catholic colleges in the United
States; and “Preserving and Extending
Our Catholic Heritage,”’ an estate-plan-

by parishes to parishioners.

His office has recommended a varie-
ty of fund-raising methods to parishes
and schools. The recommendations in-
clude tithing, insurance programs, wills
and bequests, but Waring said the most
effective have been tithing and estate-
planning programs. \

“Through a good sacrificial giving
or tithing program, the basic operating
expenses of virtually any parish can be
met, and good financial planning can
be undertaken by the parish,”’ he said.

He added, however, that ‘‘advance

(" More Catholics...

"...are in these
dioceses. There
Ire about
54,919,000
Catholics in the
United States,
according to the
1989 edition of
the Official
Catholic Direc-
tory. Nearly one-
third of those
Catholics five in
the 10 largest

- Sees. (CNS
graphic)
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They noted that the community of believers existed
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biblical spirituality in the Catholic tradition.
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Catholic Elementary Education
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CATOLIC ELEMENTARY EDUCATION--The rate of decline in both the
number of Catholic elementary schools and elementary students has

J

planning on the part of Catholics to in-
clude the church in their wills is the on-
ly way that major improvements pro-
grams and major preservation pro-
grams in our aging and inefficient
buildings and facilities will be financed

Largest U.S. Catholic Sees
Los Angeles —— 3,394,462

2,350,000
2,205,298
1,851,379
1,493,159
1,359,787

1,268,591
881,998

") Source: The Official Catholic Directory, 1989 edition

in the future.’

Parishes in the Diocese of Toledo
received $27 million in bequests in the
last 15 years. There were bequests to
high schools, diocesan ministries and to
national ministries such as the Society
for the Propagation of the Faith, worth
many millions of dollars as well, War-
ing said. -

“We simply must begin now to’
generate a financial endowment to
replace the living endowment which
sisters and priests have provided in the
past,” Waring said.

Through the parishes, the diocese
has sponsored free seminars on estate
planning. More than 5,000 people at-
tended and Waring credits a portion of
the bequest totals to the seminar effort.
In 1987-88, the largest total for bequests
was $247,000 in one parish, he said.

" Such success could be experienced in
parishes across the country, but Waring
said few parishes have established
endowment funds to attract wills and
bequests.. '

““As a development director, I see the
potential which planned gifts hold for
almost 23,000 Catholic parishes in the
United States,” Waring said.
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Cath’ollcs Baptlsts av0|d competltlon

WASHINGTON (CNS)—Roman
Catholics and Southern Baptists should
avoid competition and conflict in their
missionary work because it “can become a
stumbling block to those who have not
heard the Gospel,” said a statement of
scholars from the two denominations.

. The statement of 25 scholars summa-
“rizes Southern -Baptist-Roman Catholic
conversations of the past decade. Topics
include Scripture, Salvation, spmtuahty,
church and ministry, grace, and mission.

The statement was published in late June
as a special edition of The Theological
Educator, the journal of the New Orleans
Baptist Theology Seminary. It also was
published as a book, titled “To Understand
Each Other.” by Paulist Press,

“In predominantly Roman Catholic
countries, Southern Baptist missionaries
and local Baptists have sometimes suf-
fered legal and social discrimination,” the
statement said.

“Attimes Southern Baptist missionaries
have labored among Roman Catholics
without respecting thelr faith and beliefs,”
it said.

When such tensions arise, the scholars

said, “our efforts to share the Gospel which

. we proclaim and which sustains our lives

" canbecome astumbling block to those who
have not heard the Gospel.”

. The statement, which is not an official
-ecumenical dialogue position referred to
church leadership for adoption, said that
Catholics and Baptists agree that the pri-
mary source of knowledge of God is Scrip-
ture. ‘

“We both affirm that the Bible is the
inspired word of God authoritative for faith
and practice, and that the Bible is to be at
the center of public worship and of spiritual
life of individual believers,” it said.

The role of tradition, however, differs in
the two denominations. Baptists test all
tradition against the authority of the Scrip-
ture, while Catholics believe that interpre-
tations of Scripture “must be measured
against the manner in which Scripture has
been proclaimed and lived by the whole

FINCOPN"MERE

GORANGABIES

No miracle

-

‘Some parishloners of Holy Trlnliy Church in Ambridge, Pa., had thought the eyes
of Jesus had closed and they were receiving messages from God, but videotape of
the statue in January and then in March show the eyes already closed. (CNS photo)

)

church in its tradition and teaching.”

Baptists stress the experience of person-_

ally accepting the salvation Jesus offers,
while Catholics “tend to emphasize” the
work of Christ and the way redemption in
him is made available through faith and
through the sacraments, the statement said.
. In the area of spirituality, the scholars
said that Catholics place a great emphasis
on communal participation and celebra-
tion.

While Baptists believe that ‘ffellowship”
in their local congregation is important,
they “stress the complete sufficiency of a
direct and personal, but non-sacramental
relationship to God.”

URY"MERKUR
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Catholic devotion to Mary and the saints .
“has been a source of division and misun-
derstanding” between the two
denominations,the scholars said.

Southern Baptists honor Mary as the
mother of Jesus Christ and emphasize the
communion of saints as primarily a present
reality among Christians, but they do not
address prayer to Mary or to deceased
Christians lest such infringe the sole me-
diatorship of Jesus Christ,” the statement
said.

While Roman Catholics and Southem
Baptists “differ significantly” in their ap-
proaches to worship, they share “funda-
mental attitudes” on a variety of issues.

FREE
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@ HOME DELIVERY
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“Both groups have a strong sense of
human sinfulness and of God’s love even

‘amid our sins and failings; both stress

strong family life and sexual morality; both -
stress active engagement m churchlife,” it
said.

Both also have a history of active mis-
sionary work, especially in areas of the

-‘world where there are few Christians.

But, the statement said, “Roman Catho-
lics tend to be more confident than South-
ern Baptists in affirming that God’s saving
grace may be efficacious apart from spe-
cific confession of the name of the i incar-
nate, crucified and risen Jesus.”
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Youth ask blshops about music, sex, prlests

Altar girls
yes, women
priests, no

By Catholic News Service

DENVER (CNS) — Young people
from throughout the western United
States shared with five bishops their
concerns about their place in the church
and also asked questions about church
teaching on women priests, sexuahty

1 other topics.

As part of the National Federation
for Catholic Youth Ministry’s western
conference in late June, the youth-
bishop forum was sponsored by the

'The bottom line

is because the
Pope says 'no’

--Bp. Bernard Ganten

U.S. bishops’ Committee tor Marriage
and Family Life. -

A similar dialogue with bishops and
teens from the eastern United States
will be held in November in Louisville,
Ky. .

More than 20 teens asked questions
~ of Bishops Bernard J. Ganter of Beau-
mont, Texas; Richard C. Hanifen of
Colorado Springs, Colo.; Arthur N.
Tafoya of Pueblo, Colo.; and Aux-
iliary Bishops Robert J. Carlson of St.
Paul-Minneapolis and Dale J Melczek
of Detroit.

““High school youth are eager to par-
ticipate and should be afforded the op-
portunity,”’ said Bishop Carlson when
asked why youths aren’t serving on
parishes councils and committees.

““The church needs to support young
people every day of their lives, not just
in times of crisis,” Bishop Tafoya said.

Bishop Melczek said bishops need to
support youth ministry, especially peer
ministry programs and that young peo-
ple need to have visible roles in the
liturgy.

“'You can depend upon”’

CareosLs

PARKING LOT ADJACENT TQ BOTH STORES

To jail for 'life’

(CNS photo)

\-

A pro-life demonstrator is arrested Saturday outside an abortion clinic in Poway, :
Ca., a San Diego suburb, in one of many nationwide demonstrations contining in
the wake of the Supreme Court's ruling allowing some restrictions at the state level.

_J

The bishop said young people should

- be represented on parish liturgy com-

mittees and that their ideas for meeting
the needs of young people should be
listened to.

One young man from the Midwest |

asked why special liturgies could in-
clude the music and cultural symbols of
Poles, Hispanics, blacks and other
groups, but the music meaningful to
youth is forbidden.

Bishop Melczek said he was in favor
of celebrations with appropriate music
for young people.

The use of girls and women as altar
servers was supported by the young
people, and by the bishops. “We need
to get on with more important issues in
our lives and faith than a preoccupa-

365 MIiRACLE MILE
CORAL GABLES

915 E. LAS OLAS
FT. LAUDERDALE

rJit NAME MIAMIANS TRUST

Van Orsdel’s is now Miami’s only city-wide, family\ owned and family

tion with girls serving on the altar,’
Bishop Ganter said.

One teen asked the bishops why the
church teaches that premarital sex is

wrong, even if the couple is really in

love. The teen. added that Adam and
Eve didn’t have “‘a piece of paper’’ say-
ing they were married, yet the church
considers them to have been in the
marital state.

The youths. applauded when the

bishops explained that the church does
not view sexual intercourse as a recrea-
tional activity.

The majority of the 1,200 teens at the
conference seemed to agree that priests
should be able to marry, and that
ordination should be open to women,
even though the church teaches that the
disciplines governing priesthood in the
Latin rite are modeled on Jesus’
ministry. '

"Often those who have not
heard the Gospel are
doubly poor, doubly
hungry, doubly oppressed.-
They are materially poor,
lacking possessions; they
are spiritually poor, lacking
the hope which springs
from the knowledge and
love of Christ.”
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'HOPE
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:JeWS beaten at Auschwitz site

By Catholic News Service
OSWIECIM, Poland (CNS) —
Polish workers beat up and dragged

away seven American Jews July 14 as

they protested the presence of a
Carmelite convent at the former Nazi
death camp at Auschwitz, witnesses
said. -
- The Americans, led by Rabbi
Avraham Weiss of the Hebrew Institute
of Rlverdale, N.Y., shouted ‘Naz
Poles, anti-Semites”” as six brawny
workers dragged them outside the con-
vent grounds and dumped them in the
road.

A Polish seminarian, about 20 re-
sidents of Oswiecim, and five police-
men reportedly watched without inter-
vening as the workers' fought the
Americans for 20 minutes, shouting
obscenities as they punched and kicked

them. Oswiecim is the Polish name for

Auschwitz.

Witnesses said the seminarian en-
couraged the workers, shouting: “Rip
~ off their skullcaps. Drag them out.’

- The Jewish-Catholic controversy
centers on a group of Carmelite nuns
who, in 1984, moved into an old theater
in which the Nazis had stored Zyklon B
gas, used in the mass murder of an

estimated 4 million inmates — 90 per-’

cent of them Jews. Relocation of the

Catholics to

HONG KONG (CNS) — A Catholic
group here has warned Hong Kong re-
sidents campaigning for the right to live
in Britain that they might hurt the ter-
ritory’s future under Chinese rule.

Tam Yik-fai, executive secretary of
the Hong Kong diocesan Justice and
Peace Commission, told a press con-
ference July 3 that the campaign would
probably give people unrealistic
expectations.

It may also result in splitting Hong
Kong society, he said, referring to the
possibility that the British government

would accept some Hong Kong

'This is an echo of what
happened 50 years ago
when these people took
part in the mass murder
of Jews'

--Rabbi Avraham Weiss

nuns, under a Catholic-Jewish agree- .

ment, has been delayed, angermg
Jew1sh groups. -

Rabbi Weiss and his six student
followers were drenched with buckets
of water flung from upper windows by

the Polish workers after they climbed

over a fence in a bid to enter the con-
vent and talk to the nuns.

Witnesses said a worker later emerg-
ed from the building and grabbed
placards the rabbi and his companions

had placed against the convent that :

said: “‘Leave the souls of our holy mar-
tyrs in peace.)’ -

“Go away, beat it,’ the worker
shouted as the Americans began fight-
ing back.

Jews regard Auschwitz as a unique

- shrine to the Holocaust and consider

the convent an offensive intrusion.
Five more workers leaving the con-

vent at the end of their day’s work join-
ed in the brawl. They dragged or car-
ried the Jews onto the roadway in a
fight that left participants bruised and
scratched. -

Jacob Davidson, vice chamnan of

~ the World Jewish-Students Association,

ended up with scratches on his face,
missing a shoe and his shirt, and his
trousers were torn.

““This is an echo of what happéned

- 50 years ago when these people took

part in the mass murder of the Jews,”’
Rabbi Weiss said later. ““This is out-
rageous and incomprehensible to me.
This convent has to go.’

In 1987, Jewish and Catholic re-
presentatives met in Geneva and agreed
to a timetable for ‘moving the
Carmelites and establishing an inter-
religious prayer and information center
devoted to the victims of Auschwitz.
Jewish groups have said the deadline
has passed.

Within the last few months the -

Carmelites have repaired the roof on
the convent and erected a new cross.

In May, top officials of the Anti-
Defamation League of B’nai B’rith
postponed an audience with Pope John
Paul II, saying they feared ‘‘exacerbat-
ing tensions’’ over the convent.

Hong Kong:don't flee

residents but reject the majority.

Tam said the ways to protect Hong
Kong’s future are to build up a
derhocratic and autonomous society
and to lower internal conflicts.

The political system should be
democratized, human rights preserved,
and the living and working conditions
of lower=class people unproved he
said.

To date, the British government has
maintained no change in its Nationality
Act, but promised to consider relaxed
measures for select Hong Kong people
such as police and senior personnel in
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- the public and private sectors.

While half of Hong Kong’s 6 million
people are British subjects, not all are
entitled under the Nationality Act to
live in Britain.

The other half of Hong Kong’s
residents have Chinese citizenship.

Mindszenty
reopening
'no surprlse

By Agostino Bono
Catholic News Service
VATICAN CITY (CNS) — The an-
nouncement in July that Hungary

- would reopen the controversial post-

World War II trial of Cardinal Jozsef
Mindszenty at the request of
Hungarian church officials came as no
surprise to the Vatican.

Nor, for that matter, did it come as a

. surprise to Hungarian Catholic leaders.

It was a well-rehearsed confirmation of
what was already known.

Vatican and Hungarian churchmen
were informed in March that the
government would reopen the case of
the man who came to symbolize the
harsh repression of the staunchly anti-
communist Catholic Church dunng the
postwar period.

The situation also illustrates the
church-state consultative process that
precedes major religious decisions by’
one of the Soviet bloc’s more relaxed
governments. ‘

This consultative process is known as
‘‘small steps” and aims at fostering
signs of church-state harmony in a
country where 61 percent of the 10.6
million inhabitants are Catholic.

These signs are important not. only
for Hungary’s international image as a
communist state moving toward
democratic reforms but also

. domestically — to convince its own
“people that current reform policies are

for real.

Credibility would be shattered if the
government were to announce a major
religious decision minus approval of
the hierarchy. :

A}
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- Catholic-Moslem relations grow in ‘school

Cathollc News Service

MARYKNOLL, N.Y. (CNS) — Catho-
lic-Moslemrelationsin the Middle Eastare
developed on the “practical level” rather
than in formal theological dialogue, said a
Maryknoll missioner stationed in Cairo,
Egypt.

Father Douglas May, a native of Boston,
N.Y., told Catholic News Service in an
interview at Maryknoll headquarters that
he takes several practical approaches to
improverelations. One of his approaches is
to teach English at a nursing school run by
the Palestine Red Crescent.

The agency, headed by Fathi Arafat,
brother of the Palestine Liberation Organi-

_on leader Yasser Arafat, enrolls some
240 young Palestinian men and women
from Israeli-occupied territories, he said.

When he teaches English, Father May
said he does not try to convert Moslem
Palestinians to Christianity, but rather
helps them express their Moslem beliefs

. and feelings about the Palestinian snuauon
in English. .

Father May said the Maryknoll mission-
aries in the Middle East hope their efforts
will help overcome mistrust and build “an
environment of interreligious tolerance.”

Father May said another practical ap-
proach he takes to help build Catholic-
Moslem relations is to act as coordinator of
the Maryknoll lay missionaries in - the
Middle East.’

Vatican sets
ties again
with Poland

VATICAN CITY (CNS) — Poland- .
has become the first Soviet-bloc coun-
try to establish diplomatic relations
with the Vatican.

The decision caps years of often
tense negotiations  during which the
church, led by Polish-born Pope John
Paul 1I, was a major spark for a
political reforms leading to the current
multiparty Parliament. '

A joint announcement was made Ju-
ly 17 at the Vatican and in the Polish
capital of Warsaw and restores the
diplomatic ties broken by Poland in
1945.

The decision recognizes the “‘noble
traditions of many centuries’’ that unite
the two states and expresses a desire
“to develop mutual friendly relations,”

. said the joint statement.

The statement said the Vatican plan-
ned to establish a nunciature in Warsaw
and that Poland planned to establish an
embassy to the Vatican. It did not say
who would head the diplomatic mis-
sions.

A Vatican source said these would be
announced at a later date.

The decision came several months
after Poland passed a law granting legal
status to the Catholic Chuirch. The lack
of legal status was the last major

mbling | block to restoring diplomatic

[P )
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Father May visited Bethlehem from
May 29 to June 6. He said the Palestinians
appeared to believe that their 19-menth-
old uprising on the Gaza Strip would not
bring immediate results. But they are de-
termined, he said, to keep it going. Pales-
tinian youths declare that they will not
continue to live as their parents have, he
said.

They donotimagine that they will defeat
Israel by throwing rocks, he said, but con-

sider themselves in a “public relations™

effortcomparable to thatof Gandhi in India
or the Rev. Martin Luther King Jr. in the

~ United States.

Father May said that the place of Chris-
tians in the Arab world is “at risk,” with
many of them emigrating.

Child abuse by priests needs

the - Canadian. bishops’ conference has
asked Catholics in his country for prayer

and compassion as an increasing number -

of priests and brothers are charged with
sexually abusing children.

“This tragedy of sexual abusechallenges
every member of the Catholic commu-
nity,” said Archbishop James M. Hayes of

* Halifax, Nova Scotia, president of the-

Canadian Conference of Catholic Bishops.

“We must find within ourseives the faith
and strength from God and from one an-
other to overcome our anguish and anger
and move to the compassion and under-
standing that will help to reconcile our
community,” he said in his letter, dated
July 12.

Sixteen priests, former priests and broth-

prayer, says Canadian bishop

OTTAWA (CNS) — The president of

ers across Canada have been charged with
the abuse, mostly of boys; some have been
charged with multiple offenses. Some
charges date to the 1960s as adults have
come forth to tell of incidents from their
childhoods.

“First in our compassion must be those
who have been sexually abused,” the arch-
bishop said. “They need and have arightto
the acceptance and understanding of the
community in order to help them to be
restored to wholeness.” v

“All of us want a solution; an under-
standable explanation and a way to prevent
this from ever happening again. That solu-

tion must be one that helps all: the abused.

and the accused, their families, their parish

communities, priests and the Catholic .

community as a whole.”

the H

And home is where you can hang your hat or purse,
see the family, and rest assured you have left your

worries on the doorstep.

apartments.

While working to develop relations be- ‘
tween Christians and Moslems, Father

" May said, he also seeks to strengthen ties

among Christian groups in Egypt, whlch’

" has seven Catholic rites.

Father May said he participates in a
program that draws together members of
the different rites at Saturday evening
Masses, while leaving them free to attend
their own churches on Sundays. - -

Although only Catholic clergy celebrate
the Masses, about half of the lay partici-
pants come from the Orthodox churches,
he said. Many of the lay participants feel
“somewhat frustrated” in their desire to
make the Christian faith come alive in the
context of an Orthodoxy focused almost
exclusively on clergy and liturgy, he said.

Father May said the program was de-
signed notonly to unite Christians, butalso
to work for renewal of all rites and greater
involvement in the life of society.

Another pract1cal approach Father May

“takes in improving relations is in his work

as spiritual director of about six seminari-
ans near Cairo. He said enrollment at the
Coptic Catholic seminary at Al-Maadi,
south of Cairo, has doubled over the past 10

“years to about 60 seminarians.

A final practical approach he takes is
conducting two Sunday Masses for Eng-
lish-speaking residents of Cairo. He and
another Maryknoll priest are the only
English-speaking priests permanemly
based there, he said.

comfortable, secure assisted living suites and

Amenities abound at St. Joseph's — meals, assistance
with personal care, social activities, scheduled

We listened last year when you said you knew what
you wanted in rental refirement apartments.
Now, St. Joseph's Residence will be ready to

“open in June, located near the heart of Fort

Lauderdale.

St. Joseph's Retirement Residence is a new assisted

living center near the heart of Fort'Lauderdale, offering

A Loving éervice of The Archdiocese of Miami
Ministry of Christian Service

\
i
\ »lNAME ' ‘ V

transportation, weekly housekeeping and linen services.
Visit our Chape, Library, Game or Community Rooms, -
and spend some leisurely morments in Ralph's authentic

_antique lrish Pub and Lounge.

St. Joseph's Retirement Residence. Retirement living

. asyou like it.

For information and a nopbligation tour, call
now.
Tours are conducted from 11:00 a.m. through 4:00°
p.m. Monday through Friday, and Sundays. Tours on
Saturdays and other times available by appointment.

I'm interested in receiving your color |
| brochure about retirement living at St. Joseph’s. | -

Mail to: Phillip Raymond, Adm., 3485 N.W.
30th Street, Lauderdale Lakes, FL 33311.

739-1483
St. Joseph’s
Retirement Residence

3485 N:W. 30th Street
(adjacent: St. John's Health Care Center)
Lauderdale Lakes, FL 33311

|
|
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Change blooms

at Respect Life

By Cynthia Thuma
Voice News Editor
From her office, which looks out over
beds of multicolored roses, Joan Crown
picks through a thick manila folder

president, Molly Yard, promlsed a war
over the issue. Pro-life groups, too
prepared to take their cause to state
legislatures. And Crown, associate
director of the Respect Life ministry in
the Archdiocese to Miami, traveled to

containing copies of »
1 its. Tallahassee June 20
Pz‘lv’::;tfiogﬁll;gta; ‘The only thing | want is to  \OploLstategy with
part of the abortion e Y rpe 9 : other Respect Life
})ndus[ry that surely  SIOP the kl//lng of the un-  offices in the state
’ Y ‘ ' i and Palm Beach
docsifitthepro- — porn. We've got to COMe  gighop Thomas
n X . !
public relations together and help these gl%%a tf:ﬁé’if .
i 1
lmé%g;vn reads bits P 90p le committee.
But as she works

?ng::g%st;test:il:smbs Joan Crown to help convince the

“Practicing m édi- Associate Director Legislature of the.
cine without a Respect Life Ministry pro-life stance,
license...perforated : gmvr[lh aelsvgol;gse%sfm,

uterus...died...ripped

uterus...perforated uterus and
bowel...embolism and brain :
damage...died...doing abortions after his
license was suspended...died... «

The suits document unlicensed and
suspended physicians who performed
abortions illegally, of negligent practitio-
ners who had sloppy surgical technique
and who performed abortions while
intoxicated or impaired by drugs.

“Women have been maimed, died,”
she says. “These are the things they do to

women you don’t see i n the papers.”

Crown softly shakes her head as she

S.
 “They talk about women’s reproduc-
tive rights,” she said.

Are the lawsuits from around the
country, her visitor asks.

*“The country? No, Florida,” she says
sadly. “Just South Florida.”

The U.S. Supreme Court’s ruling in
the Webster vs. Reproductive Health
Services-case, which returned power to
set certain abortion standards to the
states, brought swift reaction from both
sides of the issue. From the marble steps
of the Supreme Court building, the -
National Organization for Women’s

Archblshop Edward McCarthy, who
urged an attempt at conciliation between
pro- and anti-abortion factions. The
time, he said, may be right for “a little
more dialog and a time to sit and listen
more.” Crown says she’s willing to
listen.

“I really feel for them,”’ she said of
her pro-abortion counterparts. “I don’t
hate them. The only thing we want is to
stop the killing of the unborn. We’ve got
to come together and help these people.

“People are confused,” she said.

“Especially teen-agers. Then they get
sexually involved and they find things
aren’t what they are in the movies. Then
we get them.”

Unless they turn to abortion clinics for

- counseling first. There, the direction of

counseling is obvious. Respect Life
takes a different direction.

At Respect Life, pregnant women are
told “we have no financial interestin
your decision,” Crown says. “You’ve
got to consider that.”

But if the court’s decision drew new
battle lines, Crown says plenty of foot

_ soldiers are volunteering to join,

*“Right away, the phones started
ringing like crazy,” she says. “Right

Respect Life Associate Director Joan Crown stands in the rose garden
outside her office in northern Dade. The rose is the symbol of the pro-life

_ movement

now, all I can tell people is “Can I take
your name and phone number?’ *

Although it offers standard pregnancy .

testing and oounselmg, Respect Life
tailors its other services to the needs of
the individual. When a pregnant women
was thrown out of her apartment re-
cently, Crown, her husband and their
daughters spent the weekend helping the
woman move into a new apartment. The
ministry also. provides food, formula,
baby supplies and a clothes bank to those
who need the assistance. They help
women get proper prenatal care at prices

- they can afford. Also available isa

manned 24-hour hot line for each of the
eight locations throughout the archdio-

Voice photo/Cynthia Thuma

- cese and post-abortion support groups for

women trying to come to grips with
themselves after making the choice to
undergo an abortion.

“A lot of people feel ‘I had an abor-
tion, I’'m excommunicated.” That just .-+
isn’t s0,” Crown says.

_Respect Life workers sometimes
involve themselves with peaceful
picketing of abortion clinics, the ministry
does not urge civil disobedience or
violence.

*“The people who do crazy things hurt
us,” Crown said. “No matter what we
know we are, no matter what we do,
when an abortion clinic gets bombed,
people lump us all together.”
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St. Bonaventure Church welcomes its flock

By Cynthia Thuma
Voice News Editor
~ The thunder got St. Bonaventure parishioners’
attention, but the rainstorm couldn’t dampen the moods
of the 700 faithful who crowded into the Davie church
for its solemn dedication on July 15.

Celebrant for the dedication liturgy for the church/
parish center was Miami Archbishop Edward Mc-
Carthy.

Father Michael Quilligan, pastor of Afinunciation
parish in Hollywood, was the homilist and bestowed
several wishes for his friend, St. Bonaventure pastor
Father Edmond Prendergast. Among them: “...may your
roof and walls never fall in and may those who worship
here never fall out.”

Father qulhgan couldn ¢ resist notmg how far west

“in Broward the church is located. “Welcome to East
“Naples, Archbishop McCarthy,” he said, as Mass-goers
chuckled along with him,

700 greet archbishop

“at dedication liturgy

‘The edifice is located on S.W. 136th Avenue in
southwestern Broward, across the street from Western
High School. Before the building was completed,
Masses were celebrated at Flammgo Elementary
School.

The parish, which was founded July 1, 1985, is
located in one of the fastest-growing areas of South
Florida. It primarily serves residents of Bonavenmre

- and Davie’s Shenandoah area.

The Spanish-style building with a red barrel-tile roof
took about a year to complete, said Father Prendergast.
The grounds are landscaped with crepe myrtle, mahog-

.said, supressing a chuckle.

St. Bonaven-
ture Church is
located in
southwestern
Broward .
County, across
the street from
Western High
School

Archbishop
McCarthy tours
the church and .
parish center,
blessing the
edifice with

1 holy water

any, royal poinciana and
sabal palms.

The dedication liturgy
most pleased Father Pren-
dergast because it
unofficially marked the end
of a trying phase of his
career, he said.

“I want to be a priest,
not in construction,” he

“Really, there’s a whole
new insight there. It’s hard
work because you're pulled
in all different directions.

- But you have to experience what’s involved in it.

There’s a lot of people you come in contact with that
you ordinarily wouldn’t meet.
- “You have to go through it to understand it,” he said.

'Svnod'89

The Synod' S beauty lies in its dlversny

The following is one of a series of columns
by guest writers on various aspects of the
Archdiocesan Synod now being imple-

mented.) _
By Msgr. Francis J. Fazzalaro
Pastor of St. Gabriel Church,
Pompano Beach

1 say at the outset that I am a canonist,
a pastor and a member of the Synod of
the Archdiocese of Miami. These are the
three perspectives that color this article.

- I'learned from Vatican II to abandon
my legalism (not my respect for and love

- of the law) and to see more clearly the

»rsonalist values in the law. As pastor

with widely diverse pastoral experiences,
I believe I have my hand on the pulse of
the people. (The realities of parish life
demand at times that I also have my hand
on their pocketbook! )

As a member of the Synod, I rejoiced -
in joining the Archbishop in the task of
reflecting on how well the Archdiocese
of Miami is accomplishing its mission,
how it could become a more effective
instrument of God’s grace, and serve to
renew. the zeal and commitment of the
people. Ihad had the privilege of
attending the first session of the Second
Vatican Council and happily experienced
the Church in its giant steps of renewal.

With these perspectives, I was able to

| see the statutes of the Synod not
as a heavy burden of laws, but
rather the reasonable, understanad-
ing, necessary expressions ofa
loving Shepherd as he guides his

flock

Monsignor Francis Fazzalaro
Pastor, St. Gabrie! Church

Pompano Beach

see readily the Synod of the Archdiocese
of Miami as an effort to accomplish at
the local archdiocesan level what Vatican
11 did for the universal Church: a renewal
and deepening of the faith life.

1 enjoyed tremendously the dynamic
process of the Synod. To meet with
laity, religious and clergy frequently and
regularly and exchange ideas, with total
openness and freedom, on all the aspects
of the Church of Miami was an experi-
ence of enlightenment and personal
growth,

As Church, we are a multi-faceted
diamond, each facet showing singular

beauty. And so we tried to address

ourselves to the incredibly wide range of
conditions and needs in the Archdiocese,
relating, for example, to children, youth

_and elderly, the single and married, laity,

clergy and religious, different racial,
ethnic and cultural backgrounds, saints
and sinners. We challenged ourselves to
fully be Church as we acknowledged our
belonging to both the church of Miami
and the universal Church.

I see the statutes of the Synod not as
the heavy burden of laws, but rather the
reasonable, understanding, necessary

‘expressions of a loving Shepherd as he

guides his flock. I as priest and pastor
and my parishioners needed the Synod.

I am indeed proud of my parish and
have been inspired by the vitality of faith

- which I continually experience in it. We

agree 100 percent with the centrality of
evangelization as our mission. We also
try to make the liturgy “the summit
toward which the activity of the Church
is directed and at the same time the
fountain from which all her power

" flows.”

We are substantxally a community of
older people with very, very few children
or young people. Our greater demands
lie in the area of social outreach to the
elderly. We are vocation conscious and
pray at every Mass for vocations.

We try to display brotherhood with our
Christian and non-Christian brothers and -
sisters. We have many good things “in
the works.”

Are we smug and complacent" By no
means. We know we need to improve in
many things, to do more things. For
example, we need (and want) to establish
a parish council. We are carefully
examining all that the Synod revealed as
its vision for the Church of Miami. We
want to be part of the vision; we want to
walk, step by step, together, into the 21st

‘century. We shall do our best.

Official

Archdiocese of Miami
The pastoral Center announces that Archbishop

McCarthy has made the following appointments:
The Rev. Henry O'Toole, C.Ss.R -- To assistant
pastor of Our Lady of Perpetual Help, Opa-locka, ef-

fective July 1, 1989.
The Rev. Emil Allue, S.D.B. -- To administrator of

St. Kierna Parish, Miami, effective July 24, 1989.
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- We must preserve the human race

...the way God always intented /t to be

By Judie Brown
And the earth brought forth grass, and herb yielding
seed after his kind, and the tree yielding fruit, whose
seed was in itself, after his kind: and God saw that it was
good. .
And God said, “Let the earth bring forth the living
creature after his kind, cattle, and creeping things, and

beast of the earth after h1s kind, and it was so. (Genesis

1:12,24) :

Scientists have begun.to insert animal genes into
human beings, according to Hastings Center Report,
June 1989. Human genes have been inserted into
animals for many years. For example, scientists have
.been producing insulin for humans churned out by mi-
crobes.

But now we are seeing scientific experiments which
introduce these foreign genes into the human nucleus.

. On the face of it this seems like a good thing. But the truth
- isthat the path we are permitting scientists to take could
hasten the destruction of himan kind — not with nerve
gases or nuclear weapons, but by altering the nature of
what it means to be human.

If no change is made in our legal toleration if this
scientific circus, it may be commonplace in the next
century to have some varieties of human-beast combi-
nations.

Some scientists want to produce the “new-man”
stronger, less prone to disease, and free of “genetic
error.” These scientists will be deciding what qualities
are best, and our population will be altered in that
direction. We see now the battlefield for the human being
has moved from the propaganda machines of dictators,
from a hidden agenda media onslaught, from the “value
free” public school classroom.

The battlefield is now our cells. It is no longer called
philosophy or politics or education, it is called cellular
biology and genetic science.

Itis no longer held before the public in an open forum,
it is a revolution carried out behind laboratory doors,
approved for federal funding and only a few generations
~ away from causing a drastic, permanent change in what
it means to be a human being,

The scientists, not the theologians or the democratic
majority, let alone God,.the Author of life, will be
deciding what is to be kept of human nature and what is
tobe discarded. They can eventually make it impossible
for us to determine what is human and what is not.

Our laws could become unenforceable: we will not
know who is to be included as a citizen and who is to be
considered a laboratory animal; we will notknow who is
to take communion and who is to be served up in a
casserole at the church picnic.

Would you eat a turkey that had human growth genes
. and human intelligence genes inserted in its every cell?
How many and which animal genes inserted inahuman

'We will not
~ know who
is take
communion
and who is
to be served §
upina
casserole at
the church
picnic.’

- Judie Brown\

(CNS photo)

would mean that the human was legally dead and only
an animal remained? When these human-beasts repro-
duce, which ones will have eternal souls and which ones
could morally be ground up to fertilize our plants? If

.human-ape combination can write afew words, is he/she/
-it entitled to special education schooling at the

government’s expense?

This genetic blasphemy can take place in the next -
. century. But just because a scientist can do it, will he or

she doit? Will the members of the scientific community
not soon rise up and unanimously restrict this research of
their own free will? Don’t count on it!

Does anyone have the intelligence and/or the right to-

decide the direction of human nature and human biology
for the rest human history? Does anyone who can even
vaguely imagine the dilemmas that will exist fifty

* generations from now not yearn for sanity to take place

during our own crucial generation while the path back is

still available to us?

We have aclear and 1mmed1ate responsibility to those
future generations — we must act to outlaw the insertion
of animal genes into the human cell, and vice versa. We
have laws against bestiality that-should be expanded to
include such gene mergers. The carnal knowledge of the
animal may -not technically exist in these laboratory
dishes, but the confusion and insult to humanity is stilt
present. as it is in bestiality, and the viability of the
offspring more sure and therefore more sinister and
fraught with risks.

We should be wrmng our leglslators and the National
Institutes of Health in Bethesda, Maryland, opposing
this perversity. Let us reproduce in the way God called
good: “Let us make man in our image, after our like-

ness...” (Genesis 1:26).
(Mrs. Judie Brown is President, American Life

Leagué Inc., Stafford, VA 22554)

Coping with midlife's pressures

Society’s changing fabric is wearing

and tearing on middle-aged women, re-

ports a national, Catholic family maga-
zine. For the first time in history, many
women are attempting to care for their

husbands, their parents, their husband’s .

parents, their children, and possibly their
grandchildren, often while working out-
side the home. .

There are, though, practical steps to
lessen stress for this “sandwich genera-
tion,” according to*“The Midlife Squeeze:
When Is It Going to Be My Turn?” fea-
tured in the July issue of St. Anthony
Messenger. |

“I’'m trying but I feel hke I'm falling
apart,” weeps one interviewed woman.
“My teenagers are barely speaking to me,

my husband is threatening to take a per-

manent business trip, and I’m supposed to
take care of a hyperactive grandchild
while my divorced daughter works.”

Another confesses, “I feel torn all the -

time, and find myself wondering: “When
is it going to be my turn?’

A variety of social trends has created
_this new phenomenon. People are living
longer, and only a handful of the elderly
aré in nursing homes. Women are the

caretakers: Of five million people who
care for elderly adults in the United
States, three and half million are women.

At the same time, young adults are
delaying marriage and childbirth, thus

love. Anger and guilt often follow. “You
tell yourself that you ought to be able to
handle it without resentment,” says one

. woman, “but when those feelings surface,

you feel like a failure.”
How can woman

prolonging their
dependence upon
Mom - and Dad.
More than a third of
22-24-year-olds
live with their par- -
ents, as do a signifi-
cant number of
those in their late
20’s.

Many women
find themselves
torn between com-
passion, guilt, and
anger, especially
when presented
with opportunities

'How can women
cope with all of

this newfound
pressure? Experts
prescribe a twofold
approach: confront
internal attitudes
and change your
every day behavior.'

cope with all of this
newfound pressure?

twofold approach:
confront internal at-
titudes and change
your everyday be-
havior.
Changing internal
attitudes presents
the most challeng-
ing obstacle, but
offers the greatest
‘hope. Midlifers
need to ask them-
selves: “Am I feel-
ing guilty? Am I

outside of the tradi-
tional homemaker role.

Experts call it the compassmn trap:
The very instincts that make a woman
react more emotionally to another’s pain

and suffering also make her more apt to -

undertake wearisome, thankless labors of
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having trouble letting go? What would
happen if I did?” People often find them-
selves in caretaking situations more as a
consequence of their own feelings than
the actual needs of grown chlldren and
aging parents.

Experts prescribe a -

Dr. Paul Giblin, a pastoral counseling

- expert, says, “I would ask a client ‘What

are your needs? What are your elderly
parents’ needs?’ Too often, these two
needs become fused, but they should be
looked at separately.” Nursing home
placement, for example, might better fit
an elderly person’s needs for peers and
safer surroundings than a midlifer’s
home.

Here are highlights of some practical

 tips:

-Use local support groups such aMeals
on Wheels, transportation and respite-
care services.

-Try not to use use vacation time to care”
for a relative — you need relief of your
own.,

-Share work and financial burdens wrth
adult children at home.

- Caring for a grandchild may be too
much for you.

-Talk about feelings to friends for ob-
Jjective feedback. ‘

-Do something positive for yourself
everyday. You’ve spent years nurturing
others; now it’s time -for a little self-
directed Tender Loving Care

( From St. Anthony Messenger )



Catholics as
conscientious
objectors

Q. Please clarify for us who
have spent years of our lives in
the military service the church’s
position regarding this kind of
sérvice. According to what I
sometimes read it seems the
church now tells us Catholics
that we are all supposed to be
conscientious objectors. Is this
true? (Mississippi)

A. The church does not teach that all
Catholics are required to be conscien-

Dietzen

tious objectors to military service.

Inthe very early centuries of our faith
Christians generally assumed, and acted
upon the belief, that participation in
military service was against the prin-
ciples of Jesus Christ. In part that posi-

tion reflected their refusal to participate
in any kind of service to the Roman
-emperor, who was considered divine
- under Roman law. .

Offand on for centuries even the pope
became personally involved in military
actions thought to involve the welfare of
the church. In light of this history, draft
boards formerly took the position that
no Catholic could claim conscientious
objection on religious grounds.. Only
after World War 11, with the radically
different nature of war and of relation-
ships between nations and peoples, did
matters shift again.

During the Vietnam war, bishops and
even the pope agreed that no one is
obliged to fight a war simply because it
is declared by a civil authority. Obvi-
ously this applies not only to our coun-
try but to Christians in other nations as
well. -

Just as we esteem those who consci-

entiously serve in armed conflict, the -

bishops have. taught, so we also should
regard conscientious objection as posi-
tive indicators in the church of a sound
lrinforal' awareness and respect for human

e.

In 1971 the world Synod of Bishops in
Rome addressed the same question in
*Justice in the World.” “It is absolutely
necessary,” they said, “that interna-
tional conflicts not be settled by war but
that other methods better befitting
human nature should be found. Let a
strategy of non-violence be fostered,
and let consientious objection be recog-
nized and regulated by law in each na-
tion.” Behind such statements lie two
firm principles of faith, .

—First, all Catholics and other
Christians must be guided primarily by
the principles and values related to us
by Jesus in the Gospels. Both individu-
ally and together as a church, the holy
Scriptures, particularly the Gospels and
- +he rest of the New Testament, are the

Jrm against which we all must meas-
ure what we believe and do. This means
we ask ourselves in critical decisions of
life, Does what I am doing fitin with
what Christ says I should do?

—Second, religious leaders and oth-
ers concerned with human rights have
been forced numerous times in recent

decades to insist repeatedly that every

human being has the responsibility and
right to act in accord with his or her
. conscience without retribution, insofar
as those rights are exercised without
prejudice to the rights of others. Au-
- thorities thus have an obligation to re-
spect those rights.
What American bishops and- epis-
- copal conferences. of other countries
have said is simply that Catholics may
(not must) legitimately, and in total
agreement with their religious heritage,
refuse to participate in military action.
According to their teaching, refusal to
participate in active warfare is a basic
human and religious right and must be
honored. , ,

“Art's value for whose sake?

The market for artistic masterpieces is going crazy and the

big loser is the public.

A sad scenario is becoming all too familiar to museum
curators these days. Van Gogh’s “Irises,” on view in a small

‘museum in Maine for many years, sold for $53.9 million.

recently. His “Bridge at Trinquetaille,” which used to hang at
the Metropolitan Museum of Art,isnow in the hands of a pri-
vate collector somewhere in Switzerland.

A Rembrant portrait which has been exhibited at the Fine
Arts Museum in Boston was sold to a private collector in
1986. A landscape by the American painter Albert Bierstadt
has recently been taken from the Mead Art Muscum at
Ambherst College for auctioning at Sotheby’s.

These are just a few of the pieces that lately have vanished
from the public domain. The reason is money. Prices of
paintings and sculptures have skyrocketed in the past decade.
Owners find it harder to justify loaning a painting to a
museum for the benefit of
the public when a sale could
bring in $20 million or $50
million.

The Tax Reform Act of
1986 also has had a devas-
tating effect. The new laws ..
discourage charitable donations. According to recent surveys
referred to in The New York Times, the number of donations
to art museums dropped by an estimated 162,000 between

1986 and 1987, and the dollar value of private donations fell

63 percent from 1986 to 1988.
Moreover, The New York Times reported in May, “The

quick thrill of a big-time sale seems more emotionally satis-

fying to today’s collectors than lending to a museum. The
notion, so strong for so many years ... that contributing
paintings and sculptures to a museum is a noble act, a gesture
of good will toward the American people, has become almost
quaint, an idea outmoded by fiscal reality.”

Quaint? Outmoded? That’s how today’s rich view chari-
table giving? Sharing our cultural heritage has become a silly,
old-fashioned concept? :

By
Antoinette
Bosco

Apparently so, when there is more money to be ré_\ked 1n The
stakes are just too high. Picasso’s self-portrait sold this spring for

$47.9 million. Sellers cannot resist prices like that.

How can a painting be worth $50 million? The answer is that it
cannot be. An artificial market has
been created simply because there is
so much disposable income concen-
trated in the hands of a few jet setters
and business moguls. They need some
selfish and prestigious place to invest

e their extra millions, so they are driv-
ing up the price of art. ' . :

In the market, art has less to do with esthetics and culture than with
profit. It is a sin to think of the beneficial social uses for which all
those millions could go, how cities could be renovated and h!mg{y
people fed. The wealthy could support public art instead of raping it.

There is something radically wrong with an economic and social
system that encourages severe stratification, where the rich become
super-rich and the poor sink further into despair and oblivion.

The world used to consist of kings and lords alongside a multitude
of peasants and serfs. Such economic injustice was not acceptable. It-

~ spawned revolutions and rebellions.

Ifthe people who control policies and institutions cannotbe moved
by an appeal for morality and fairness, they ought at least to learn
from the lessons of history thateconomic injustice won’t be tolerated
forever. - v :

Religious freedom is our right

“Dignitatis Humanae” is the Latin designation for the Sec-
ond Vatican Council’s Declaration on Religious Freedom. In
it the council fathers professed their belief that “It is upon the
human conscience that (moral) obligations fall and exert their
binding force. The truth cannot impose itself except by virtue
of its own truth as it makes its entrance into the mind at once
quietly and with power.” While private conscience is clearly
referred to here, this document is primarily concerned with the
human right to worship God free from any outside coercion by

" individuals or civil society.

The key point is that religious freedom has its foundation
not the in the subjective disposition of the person, butin human
dignity itself. It’s a subtle point, but one worth pondering.

Subjectively sincere convic- o
tion are not necessarily the same
as objectively truthful convic-
tions. Hitler may have been sin-
cere, but his philosophy was
essentially corrupt. Corrupt
thinking has to lead to corrupt
actions. In his case we know the results all too well.,

We are always free to follow our conscience, but self-
deception can cause misery and ruin if we’re not careful.
Every actionis consequential. Each one of us is able to jump
off the Empire State Building if we want to, buy only once.

To guide us in the difficult job of discerning truth Jesus
gave usthe Beatitudes. “Blessed are the poor in spirit for theirs

Time Capsules

By Fr.
John
Catoir

is the kingdom of heaven.” One who is poor in spirit does not say:
“It’s my body, I'll do whatI want with it.” Rather, one asks what God
. ™\ wants of one in this situation.

- There are moral issues where honest
people may differ in good faith, but
that doesn’t make every opinion.
truthful. Try to be objective about the
moral opinions you hold. You may be
right, and you may be wrong. It’s
important to pray for the wisdom to know the difference and to walk
“in the Holy Spirit, in unaffected love, and in the word of truth.” (2
Cor.6:6-7)

The more you realize how much the world needs you the more
initiative, imagination and courage you will show in bringing forth
the truth that God has hidden in you. Your conscience wedded to the
truth will bear good fruit from now into eternity.

By Frank Morgan -

Numbers show how our government has grown

At the time of Jefferson’s Inauguration, there were 291
federal employees, counting the President, Vice President,
the Cabinet, Congress and the Supreme Court.

The ‘Congressional administrative staff numbered 13,
while the six Justices of the Supreme Court had only one clerk
for all of them.

Since 1801, the population of the United States has multi- |
- plied 55 times while the population of the government em-

ployees has multiplied 500 times. Civilian personnel is now
2.8 million and the military personnel is 2.1 million.

**********i****

Thomas Jefferson’s Vice President was Aaron Burr, who as
young man was an aide to General George Washington for a

short time because Washington would not listen to his suggestions
on how to win the war. Burr’s services were finally terminated when
he askéd Washington to explain his strategy to him. The Commander-
in-Chief told the 20 year old Burr the he didn’t have to explain his
strategy to “beardless boys.” ‘
’ 2R 2 2F JR BE BE B JE O 2% Bt 2R N 2

After Benjamin Stoddert, the Secretary of the Navy from 1798 -
1801 resigned, President Jefferson was forced to advertise in the
daily newspapers for a man to take the job. The post was not very
‘important at the time since the entire U.S. Navy consisted of only
three ships. , ' o

A man by the name of Robert Smith answered the “help wanted™
ad and became the second Secretary of the Navy, serving admirably
from 1802 to 1805. :
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- Acceptance is key t better relations

Every year when the heat of the summer arrives and
the telephones slow down, my typewriter moves faster
than the rest of the year. This is my time for creating: It
is the time for putting down on paper all the ideas that
have crossed my mind throughout the year (as we en-
counter different problems in our community).

One area that concerns me and which few talk about is
the suffering Catholic parents of our church of Miami.
Many of you will ask, “What determines a suffering
parent?” Many books and programs have been written to
advise and guide us in how to successfully nurture, teach

and enjoy our children, but for those who discover the

books too late or for those parents who are doing all the
right things and still are not able to inspire their children,

By
Elaine
Syfert

power that is in prayer.

Sometimes- it is difficult for parents to share with
other persons in their own community the hurts that
they carry in their hearts because of fear. They fear that

As ‘we start the process of healing by shanng with
others, we also begin learning how to accept our children.
We realize that it is no easy to consider our children as
independent persons since just the other day we were
spoonfeeding them. However, as the acceptance more
and more sets into our hearts, there comes the recognition
of the right of this person to grow and become all they can
be. .

Once we put into action our acceptance and we allow
ourselves to relate that message to our children, they in
turn will become more “acceptable.” This will completely
change our relationship with them, with other parents and
definitively with our Heavenly Father, as we are reminded
of the unconditional love that He feels for us. This uncon-

I would like to pass on some encouraging
words and the message that we do care.
~ Many nights at the end of a parenting class a
.mother or father comes to us to share their hurt.
They see their young adult children rebelling
against the teaching which they so carefully
tried to model. We listen to a heartbroken
parent of a drug addicted son or daughter or a \_

'Once we put into action our acceptance
and we allow ourselves to relate that
message to our children, they in turn w:ll
become more acceptable.

- Elaine Syfert

~ ditional love is what we need - to feel also for
our children.

Nothing is more comforting than the knowl-
edge that no matter what the hurt is or how
grave is the sin, our Lord always forgives us.
He will also forgive our children and give them
and us the opportunity of a new beginning. As
we pray for them to become more acceptable,
J we also pray for ourselves to be more accept-

runaway child or a pregnant daughter, étc.
Perhaps by the mere fact of being a parent we all can
say that at one time or another we have joined the ranks

of the suffering parents and we think that there are some -

basic guidelines that could help us at those times of grief
and pain. One of these will be the comfort that comes into
our hearts when we share with other hurting parents or the
hope we recelve as we read the Word of the Lord and the

Convincing

Dear Dr. Kenny: “How can I get my teen-age

_son to stay in school? He is a sophomore. His

grades are average, but he tells me he’s tired of
school.

The law no longer requires that he attend after
age 16. Further, he has been cutting classes and
now the school is about to suspend him. I want
him to graduate. What can I do?” (Philadelphia)

You can talk at length to your son and explain all the
good reasons he ought to remain in school: to find a job,
or to qualify for a better one; to remain eligible for
college; to be able to enlist in the military; to be with his
friends. I doubt such talking will do any good.

You can allow him to experience the consequences of
not attending school. In sirfiple terms, the alternative is
to get a job and to pay you room and board.

Life is a great teacher, although the “tuition” of expe-
rience can be high. Do not protect your son from the
results of his choice.

Let him learn on his own how hard it is to find a job. If

he’s lucky in finding one, let him know the joy of hard

work for minimum pay.

Do not give him money to get by. Your jobas a parent
was to support him while he was learning in school. If he
insists on being grown up and you allow that, then you
must not dilute his experience by continuing to support

‘they will not be looked upon as the “good parents” they
are supposed to be. This feeling is the false belief that
the successes of our children are our trophies as parents
and their mistakes become our embarrassment and

-shame. We forget that we cannot concem ourselves so
much with what others think of us, but rather what is
‘important for our children and our family.

~ ing. We will continue to provide for them the rightkind of

environment and the right kind of example which will
eventually bring them back to our home where there is
LOVE, where there is ACCEPTANCE and where there is
FORGIVENESS.

(Elaine Syfert is director of Hispanic Family Ministry
in the Archdiocese of Miami.)

teenager not to quit school

By Dr.
James and

Mary Kenny

him.

.- This is not cruel or mean. Learning to care for
oneself is the most important life lesson of all. Your son
is brave to make such an early attempt. Don’t deprive
him of the fullness of it.

He should pay you room and board if he continues to
live at your house as a young adult. Many parents have
found that $10 per day is reasonable, much cheaper than
he could do on his own, yet enough to provide a fair
amount for his upkeep.

- school, you might offer some tangible inducement. This
is more likely to work than long and unproductwe
- lectures and naggmg
What would motivate him? An increase in privileges?
- More car time? Money?
Identify specificaliy what you want. I would focus on

Games to improve fami

Last year the country witnessed the drama of two
whales being rescued in Alaska. The incident caught the
world’s imagination and tapped feelings of cooperation
as even our “enemies” got into the rescue.

The drama reminded me of a family games called
“Save the Whales.” This best-selling game is one of a
new genre.of non-competitive games which are becom-

- ing popular in families trying to minimize the competi-

- tiveness so deeply embedded in our culwre.

In “Save the Whales,” players work together to save
eight great whales while oil spills, radioactive wastes and
catcher ships move them toward extinction.

* One parent wrote the company, “We recently received
the ‘Save the Whales’ game and the whole family played
itright away. Competition in other games had ruined our
family times repeatedly, and we were so happy to end a
game as friends. Thank you for introducing us to a new
way to play.”

Most families who play together have had to endure the
anger, tears, and other fallout from children who lose. In
competitive games, someone has to lose. Family play
can then become unpleasant rather than bonding.

Irecall when our young daughter was playing a simple
card game with her grandfather. She became so agitated
when she lost the he “threw” the next game to her.

With tears in her eyes, she said, “Grandpa, I don’t want -

me to lose but I don’t want you to lose me, either.”
- I’ve written before about the pressure we put on kids by

By
Dolores
Curran

making competition out of every form of recreation. As
soon as they enjoy a sport, we set up tournaments,.

Piano recitals are even competitive today with young
players pitting themselves agamst friends in gamering
points.

The joy of accomplishment is diminished and winning
becomes the goal.

In our suburb, youth league football became so com-

zation so kids could play for fun.
It became immensely popular but then soccer leagues

it is as competitive as football was.
Recently someone informed me that one YMCA runs
ayouth bask_etball league where parents are banned and
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If, however, you want to insist that he remain in-

petitive 15 yéars ago that parents set up a soccer organi-

“were formed, scores kept, playoffs held and so on. Now

daily class attendance, assignments completed and-or
weekly grades. I would find a reliable way to acquire this
data. Then I would make what he wants contingent upon
his giving you what you want.

- You may call this a bribe if you wish. Call it whatever
you want. If you wish for your son to stay in school ata
key moment of choice, then I.am more concerned with
whether your response works than what you call it.

Finally, there may be a compromise. Perhaps your
school permits half days: school in the morning and work
in the afternoon.

He may be able to work for a year or two, then return to
his studies to take a high school equivalency test.

Most states have vocational and technical colleges
where trades may be learned. Admission requirements are
often flexible, depending upon demonstrated ability to do
the work. Your son may be eligible for such a trade school
now.

Your son is clearly in a position to have his way. Even
if you insist, he can still get himself suspended.

I suggest you sit down with him and explain the above
choices. If you follow the choices as described, there is
strong pressure to remain in school. If he should choose
otherwise, be proud of him but don’t make it easy by
paying his way. Good luck!’

(Copyright (c) 1989 by CNS News Service)

ly play time

win-loss records are not kept. The purpose is to allow

- children toenjoy playingrather than to win. Cheers tothat

YMCA.

For famlhes interestedin games like “Save the Whales,”

I suggest writing for the catalog from Animal Town Game
Company, P.O. Box 2002, Santa Barbara, CA 93120. Itis
full on non-competitive games, books, tapes, and toys that
lead to family fun rather than fights.

On the cover producers explain, “The concept behind
cooperative games is simple... People play with one an-
other rather than against one another; they play to over-
come challenges, not to overcome people.”

Competition can become addictive. In families where it
is used put children to achieve, it often results in damaged
relationships.

When one child is brighter or more developed, he be-
comes the winner and the rest losers. :
Yet, he may a loser in non-competitive areas like makmg
friends, taking on responsibility, or keeping peace in the

family.

When one ours began to show signs of the need to win
years ago, we stopped praising the result and started
emphasizing the enjoyment this child’s mania to win
diminished.

I gave up bridge years ago when it stopped being fun
because partners were so intent on winning. I think fami-
lies give up play for the same reason. And what a pity itis.

(Copyright (¢) 1989 by Alt Publishing Co.)



" Nicholson excellent as the Joker

By Judith Trojan

New York (CNS) — Unless you’ve
been cave-sitting for the past few
months, you’re well aware of the bally-
hoo surrounding the release of “Batman”
. With 30-year-old director Tim Burton
(“Pee-Wee’s Big Adventure,” ““Bee-
tlejuice”) at the helm and Michael Keaton
andJack Nicholson in the roles of Batman
and the Joker respectively, it’s no wonder
that Batman fans are wary.

Despite its offbeat production team, on
one could have predicted the mind-bog-

Nicholson gives a virtuoso perform-
ance as the despicable Napier/Joker.
Graduating from black to purple suits
with acid-squirting  boutonnieres,
Napier’s rebirth as the white-faced
Joker is both riotous and horrifying. An
evil clown with a perpetual grin and
wicked laugh, he aims to control
Gotham City at any cost.

His villainous acts are gruesome and
not fit for clown-loving youngsters, but
Nicholson is always in touch with the
satiric elements of his role and will de-
light adults with his

ng, visually bril-

B aeuled  'Despite its off- Thedidkey char
ety ' ot beat production Tt D
especially if experi- feam, no one City. '

et o e could have . Opn it
facilities. predicted the eral lawlessness,
Chuth 0 et mind-boggling, ooy norunike
ceived Batman no- visually brilliant New York City in the
bofone entering tea. 711 that X contused webof
ters and fasten your fesulted.’ gothic and modemn-

seatbelts for this is no
ordinary, lighthearted
summer blockbuster,

- Judith Trojan

istic spires, the city is

perpetually grey and
deeply shadowed. No

Celebrating the 50th anniversary of
Bob Kane’s DC Comics characters,
“Batman” comes with a set of warnings.
The film is not for preteens and is not a
clone of the campy 1960s TV series star-
ring Adam West.

As in the very earliest Batman comics,
Robin is non-existent and the folk hero
vision of Batman as an invincible caped
crusader is also out o lunch.

This Batman a.k.a. Bruce Wayne is a
troubled man still unable to cope with an
early trauma that destroyed forever his
hopes of a normal family life. Like many
powerful modern men, he has difficulties
making commitments to women.

As played thauntingly by Michael
Keaton, Wayne/Batman is as much of an
outsider ashis nemesis Jack Napiera.k.a.
the Joker.

Both men — although one personifies
good, the other evil — are misfits who are
basically voyeurs to life. A neurotic and a
psychotic, Batman and the Joker have

both focused unfinished business from -

their childhoods into suicidal adult voca-
tions.

When bespectacled philanthropist
Wayne meets up with feisty photojour-
nalist Vicki Vale (Kim Bassinger), how-
ever, he finally faces off some of his
human failings.

But when hoodlum Jack Napier is dis-
figured by noxious chemicals, he returns
from the dead toexploitall of his inhuman
failings.

sun shines and no one smiles.

Expressionistic and highly stylized,
the production design by Anton Furst
will pull audiences in like insects being
sucked into a spider web. The all-con-
suming darkness also works effectively
to shadow much of the violence.

Furst will win awards for his star-
tling vision, a vision that says more
than the film’s choppy script by Sam
Hamm and Warren Skaaren. But if you
lose track of the undeveloped support-
ing characters and feel unsatisfied by
some of the truncated plotlines; there is
no overlooking Tim Burton’s fine di-
rection and the stellar performances of
Keaton and Nicholson. They do not
make the etemal fight between good
and evil an easy one.

There is no “Rocky” ending, and
there are no celebratory parades. There
is just unfinished business. Thoughts
will wander back to’this film days
later, the mark of an extraordinary
moviegoing experience.

Due to some grisly comic-book vio-
lence, a nightmare vision of life sur-
rounding a notable folk hero and a sug-
gested sexual encounter between Bat-
man and Vicki Vale, “Batman” is too

intense for preteens and impression- -

able young adolescents.

Older adolescents should have no
trouble handling this material in con-
text. The U. S. Catholic Conference
classification is A - III — adults. The

Motion Picture Association of America
rating is PG - 13 — parents strongly cau-

tioned that some material may be inappro-
priate for children under 13.

'The Karate Kid Part Il

(Columbia)

When their peaceful return to Los
Angeles is disrupted by sleazy martial art-
ists, Daniel (Ralph Macchio) and his ka-
rate mentor Mr. Miyagi (Noriyuki “Pat”
Morita) are almost drawn apart. _

Malicious threats and nasty violence
coerce Daniel to defend his championship
title against Miyagi’s wishes.

Screenwriter Robert Mark Kamen and

director John G. Avildsen seem to focus
more on the smirking heavies and grisly

violence than on the values inherent in the
original theme of this series, which ne-
gated the use of violence as means to any
end.

The exploitative nature of the violence
here makes it unsuitable for preteens or
impressionable younger adolescents.

The U. S. Catholic Conference classifi-
cation is A - IIl — adults. The Motion
Picture Association of America rating  is

~ PG — parental guidance suggested.

| Caution.
O’Sheas’ can be habit
forming.

Take only as directed.

DIRECT YOURSELF TO 1081 BALD EAGLE DRIVE ON MARCO ISLAND.
YOU HAVEN'T BEEN TO S.W. FLA. 'TIL YOU'VE BEEN T0O O'SHEAS'.
OFFERING LUNCH, SUNDAY BRUNCH, COCKTAILS, LITE DINNER.
FULL DINNER OVERLOOKING MARCO BAY. 394-7531
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EASTERN RITE WORKSHOP. The Assumption of the Blessed Virgin
Mary Ukrainian Catholic Churchin Miami hosted aregionaj adultreligious
education workshop on June 2-3 on the “Elements of Eastern Catholic
Tradition.” This workshop was the first of its kind for the South Florida
community and was well attended by the other area Eastern parishes as
well as by members of the local Roman Catholic Church. (From left) Fr.
Matthew Berko of St. Mary’s in Northport, Florida, Fr. Peter Lickman of
St. Basil’s in Miami, Fr. Steven Zarichny, pastor of Assumption of the

Blessed Virgin Mary in Miami, and Msgr. Richard Seminack of Carnegie,
Pennsylvania discuss the workshop sessions.’

Young Adult Ministry hosts
conference Oct. 6-8

The National Catholic Young Adult
Ministry Association will host a confer-

. ence at the Diplomat Resort and Couritry

Club in Hollywood on October 6-8.
Keynote speakers include Alexandra
Kovats, a well known lecturer on spiritual-
ity, feminism, and youth , and Ray
Pelletier, one of the country’s top rated
speakers, seminar leaders and corporate

_ consultants.

Kovats is currently 1nvolved in the
Ministry of Formation among the Sisters
of St. Joseph of Peace. As a professional
speaker, Pelletier is known as “America’s

Attitude Expert” and is committed to.

making a positive difference. He is the
founder of January First, a Coral Gables
based consulting firm.

Parish leaders will attend workshops
on topics such as the spiritual direction of
Prayer petitions

The employees of the Archdiocese of
Miami Pastoral Center gather each Mon-
day morning to pray for intentions of you,
our brothers and sisters of the Archdiocese.
Petitions will be included in our individual
daily prayers each week as well as during
this special time of community prayers.
Anyone with a prayer request is invited to
write to; Prayer Petition, Archdiocese of
Miami, 9401 Biscayne Blvd., Miami, Fl.
33138.

St. Francis Hospital offers support groups

The Family Workshop at St. Francis
Hospital, 250 63rd St., Miami Beach, of-
fers monthly group meetings to all of
South Florida. Listed below are the meet-
ings for the month of August.

The Support Group for Families
of Bipolar patients willmeeton August

16 from 7:30to 10 p.m., in the Mastronardi
Education Center on the second floor of St.
Francis Hospital’s Wiegand Building.

Bipolar Patients’ Support Group
meetsevery Monday from 6 to 7:30 p.m. in
the Family Workshop on the 8th Floor of

the Morris Tower.

Emotion Anonymous meets every
Friday from 7:30 to 9 p.m. in the Wiegand
Auditorium on the first floor of the Main
Building.

Love and Sexual Addiction Self-.
Help Group meets every Saturday from
7:30 to 9:30 p.m. in the Shepard Broad
Conference-Room, 8th floor of the Morris
Tower.

Overeater Anonymous meets ev-
ery Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday,
from 7:30 to 10 p.m. in the Wiegand Audi-

torium on the first floor of St. Francis
Hospital’s Main Building.

For more information call Terry Vega
at the Family Workshop at 868-2736.

Directory available

The 1989-1990 editions of the Arch-
diocese of Miami Directory are now avail-
able and may be obtainéd for a nominal fee
by mail. Please call 757-6241, Ext. 330.

Copies may also be obtained in person
atthe Pastoral Center Reception area, 9401
Biscayne Blvd., Miami Shores.

youngadults, and making appropriate con-
tributions within the structure.

There will also be workshops on mult-
ethnic diversity within the church and
conflictmanagement. There will be a panel
discussion on how to involve young adults
more in parish life.

Registration fee is $100 for members
and $145 for non-members. Fee includes
the banquet Saturday and breakfast Sun-
day. Make checks payable to “National
Conference.” Hotel registration is sepa-
rate. For registration and more info write:
Young Adult Ministry, 9401 Biscayr~
Bivd., Miami, Fl. 33138, Attenti
Paulette Vitale, orcall 757-6241,Ext. 192,

Last cigarette smokers hole up in cave in Keillor satire

WE ARE STILL MARRIED, by
Garrison Keillor. Viking Penguin
(New York, 1989) 330 pp., $18.95.
Reviewed by Mary Kenny, Catholic
News Service.
~ Garrison Keillor fans, rejoice. From -
stories about Lake Wobegon, the author
has branched out into new areas in “We
Are Still Married.” -

The first section, “Pieces,” contains a
selection of essays, mostly satirizing the
preoccupations, headlines and foibles of
modem life. “End of the Trail” recounts .
the final days of the last cigarette smokers
in America holed up in a cave surrounded
by federal tobacco agents. “Lifestyles”
describes the changes in a neighborhood
when O”Brien’s News building becomes a

mini-mall housing The Yarnery, The Can-
dlery and The Bookery, while the Plumb-
ing Supply shop becomes a law office and

next door Mickey’s Last Call Lounge is

renovated to house the offices of the devel-
oper. '

Part 2, “The Lake,” contains vintage
Keillor: a series of letters from Jack of
Jack’s Auto Repair reminding the author
that he’s not much and neither is his radio
show; a touching letter from Clarence
Bunsen to his wife, Arlene, confessing that

he always lived in fear of losing her to her -

prior beau, Dave who was handsome and
smart and good to talk to; a memorable
story about the day Babe Ruth came to

. Lake Wobegon for an exhibition game.

As always, the author can be funny or
sad or touching, but he is never saccharine.

Hisdescription of an ordinary streetcan be

* lyrical: “To walk along Goodrich Avenue

in the dark and hear the water sprinklers
whisper across the grass and hit the bushes.
You smell raw grass and sweet water, and
hear, voices whispering from the front
porches, behind the dark screens...then
enter a aroma of hamburgers and charcoal
smoke, drifting from behind a fence. The
life we all know, God bless it.”

But he describes equally well the re-
pression of small-town life: “The fear of
being different paralyzed every *kid I
know, and there was so little room for
affection, so much space for cruelty,
People didn’t have enough fun. Aboveall,
we learned to repress the urge to achieve
and be recognized, because the punish-
ment for being different was so heavy.”

In all his work, Keillor celebrates the
permanent, the genuine, the earthy and the
real while he satirizes the transient, the
pretentious, the phony. Cruelty is never
tolerable. Beauty is never taken for
granted. “Life itself is brief, and that is
what charges the day with such ridiculous
beauty.”

The last section, “Stories,” is Keillor at

his best, celebrating the funny, stupid,

surprising and touching things we humans
do as we pursue our real work in the world
whichis “justice and brotherhood and free-
dom.”

“God writes a lot of comedy,” Keillor
says in his story “After the Fall.” “The
trouble is, he’s stuck with so many bad
actors who don’t know how to play t’
scenes.” ‘
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Summer read/ng Immigrants and women in the church

WASHINGTON (CNS }—Summer is a
time for reading as well as games and
picnics. The books named below are not
for the beach, however, but for a cool,
quiet porch. They all deal with aspects of
the church.

THE SECOND WAVE, by Jesuit
Father Allan Figueroa Deck. Pau-
list Press (Mahwah, N.J., 1989).
191 pp., $9.95.

The growing prominence of Hispanic-
Americans in American Catholic activities
- and predictions of their role in the future

makes it logical to mention first “The
Second Wave,” an account of an immigra-
tion which is subtly changing the character
of American society and creating new
challenges for Christian churches.

The author, Jesuit Father Allan Figueroa
Deck, believes that evangelization among
Hispanic-Americans must be directed to
society asmuch as toindividual persons, so
that the task of churches is to convert the

- social order as well as people. Success
would enrich North American society as
well as the church because, he contends,
there is much to be learned from the values
and religious faith of Hispanics.

EDUCATION FOR CITIZEN-
SHIP AND DISCIPLESHIP, edited
by Mary C. Boys. Pilgrim Press
(New York, 1989). 201 pp., $11.95,

Because immigrants from south of the
border often are escaping from govern-

ments in turmoil and often lump the
church with law enforcement, those who
work with them often have trouble gain-
ing their confidence. The lessons of
“Education for Citizenship- and Disci-
pleship,” edited by Mary C. Boys, are not
directly applicable to the fears of new-
comers, but they can be of help to all
Americans in formulating answers. to
questions 1mm1grants pose.

The essays in the book deal with the
dual responsibilities of citizenship and
discipleship. Each answers the central

question, how might Americans appropri- -

ately educate disciples who are respon-
sible citizens?

THE CHURCH IN THE MIDST
OF CREATION, by Vincent J.
Donovan. Orbis Books (Ma-
ryknoll, N.Y., 1989). 169 pp.,
$19.95 cloth, $9.95 paper.

The new era will have in it a radically
new turbulent church, says Vincent J.
Donovan in his book, “The Church in the
Midst of Creation.”" The longtime mis-
sioner reviews the changes that occurred
during the early church’s transition from
Judaic to Hellenistic Christianity and
draws from them concepts of what lies
ahead.

Among the questions he poses are:
What does the coming of the third church
mean for our understanding of the sacra-
ments? Of mission? Of ecclesial struc-

tures? Of faith and-action atall levels of the
church? His answers are well considered.

UNVEILING THE FEMININE
FACE OF THE CHURCH, by Notre
Dame de Namur Sisters Helen
Cecilia Swift and Margaret N.
Telscher. St. Anthony Messenger

"Press (Cincinnati, 1989). 133 pp.,
$6.95. .

One of the elements of the third church
Donovan envisions is a clear concept of
women within its ranks. In their book,
“Unveiling the Feminine Face of the
Church,” Notre Dame de Namur Sisters
Helen Cecilia Swift and Margaret N.
Telscher offer comments and questions
intended to initiate discussions of the par-
ticipation of women in church life. Their

book, they say, is meant for ordinary Chris- .

tians who are concerned about the church
and uneasy with radical feminism.

- They readily acknowledge that the influ-
ence of women has been felt since the time
of Jesus. But, they continue, over the centu-
ries “there has been no real balance of roles
for women and men—and, therefore, of

masculine and feminine qualities—in the
church’s ministry.” The book’s theme is

how to establish a balance.

WOMEN AT THE WELL, by
Kathleen Fischer. Paulist Press
(Mahwah, N.J., 1989).. 215 pp.,
$9.95.

Sisters Swift and Telscher touch upon the -

spiritual elements of women’s participa-
tion in the church. Kathleen Fischer,
who teaches theology at Seattle Univer-
sity, seeks in her book, “Women at the
Well,” to show how a feminist perspec-
tive transforms both the context and the
content of spiritual direction. Indoing so
she deals with issues such as power,
anger, and violence against women as
well as their spiritual heritage.

As she uses the word, feminism is "a
vision of life emphasizing inclusion
rather than exclusion, connectedness
rather than separateness, and mutunality
in relationships rather than dominance
and submission.” Those convictions are
prominent throughout her book.

RETHINKING THE SACRA-
MENTS, by Bill Huebsch.
Twenty-Third Publications (Mys-
tic, Conn., 1989). 194 pp., $7.95.

" With all of the talk about what is to
come there may be a tendency to slight,
however unintentionally, the sacra-
ments. 'Bill Huebsch’s book, “Rethink-
ing the Sacraments,” can be a corrective. -

With the changes brought” about by
Vatican II in mind, and using -a poetic
style he redefines and highlights what it
is like to experience the sacraments to-
day. Itis a book meant more to be read
from time to time than to be dlgested in
one reading.
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By Father Eugene LaVerdiere, SSS
The word “ancient” is a relative term.
I remember the milk bottle clearly — the kind made out
.of glass that the milkman used to leave on doorsteps
early in the momning. It came as a jolt to se¢ some of the
bottles being sold as antiques.
When I went to study in Europe after my ordination in

than — all the better if it had a thatched roof — was
considered ancient.

Then I went to Paris, where ¢ ancxent” meant Roman-
esque and early Gothic. Notre Dame Cathedral was an-
cient.

-unless it is from the days of the Caesars.

Finally, I studied in Israel where Roman things were
actually considered quite modern.

Unless something could be dated prior to Jerusalem’s
destruction in the sixth century B. C.,itdid not deserve to
be called ancient.

When all is said and done, the word “ancient” refers to
anything old and dated, anything we would not make in
the same way anymore and that has become significant.

Glass milk bottles were of little interest back in the *40s.
Today they evoke an entire era of the past.

It is the same for the church. .

There are, for example, “ancient” places -associated
with the coming of the faith to North America.

For the church, there are also the places associated with
St. Francis Xavier and the early Christians of Asia, with
Japan, Korea, Vietnam and the Philippines, all of whom
have their martyrs from several centuries ago.

“Ancient Christian,” like the word “ancient” pure and
simple, is arelative term, although we often use it to speak
of the earliest Christians, especially those of the first
century who are referred to in the New Testament.

Some Christian places are little known to most of us,

| butIwould cali them ancient. These are places that speak
of beginnings. The memory of them is the memory of
times long gone that made their mark in the church, at
least in a particular area.

Bagamoyois asite a few miles north of Dar-es-Salaam

in Tanzania on the east coast of Africa.

a short time. But as things are, you can count on several
bumpy hours driving around rocks, puddies and fallen
trees, through palm groves and over surface roots.

Itishardtocallitaroad even by backwoods standards,
but with a Jeep or a Land Rover one can get to
Bagamoyo.

Oneofthe evil by products of warisits destruction
of buildings erected in the distant past by our fore-
bears. But have you ever stopped to wonder why itis
that people, almost instinctively, fear the loss of
these structures so deeply?

The architecture of the past often is valued in and of

tions around visits to historic cities and sites.

But the architecture of the past is more than just
buildings. Frequently, these structures are the store-
houses of art and books, and of the records kept by our
ancestors of names, dates and events.

So the destruction of a library of the past can wipe
away links to our ancestors that have as yet been
inadequately explored. Once lost, works of art can
never be replaced. The loss of architecture and art can

Ancient places

Sites that speak about our Christian herltagev

1964,1 first went to England, where anything Elizabe- |

Then it was Rome, where nothing is really ancient ‘

Were there a good road, one could get to Bagamoyo in -

itself. Just think how many people plan entire vaca- -

' Bagamoyo in Tanzania is a Christian place little known to most of us, writes Blessed
Sacrament Father Eugene LaVerdiere. But such places speak of beginnings, and their
memory Is the memory of times long gone that made their mark in the church in a
-particular area. (CNS Photo)

At one time, Bagamoyo was a port at the end of the
East African slave route. Slaves were brought here from
the interior. From here they were shipped to Zanzibar,
where they were sold locally or to the various Indian
Ocean slave markets.

It was here, in the late 19th century, that the church first

-came from Zanzibar to the East African coast. Those who
bronght it were the European Holy Ghost Fathers. -

They came out of ChnstJan and human concern for the
slaves.

The Holy Ghost Fathers intercepted the slave trade by
buymg as many slaves as they could and freeing them in
the mission area where they were given a Christian
education.

To appreciate Bagamoyo and the beginnings of the
church on the East African coast, there is nothing like a
visit to the cemetery where many native Christians are -

- buried but also a large namber of Holy Ghost Fathers.

7— We learn and grow from looking back to our past =)

mean the loss of great beauty with which our ancestors
endowed their world — and ours.

A great fear is that wars or natural disasters will erase
lines of contact with the insights and wisdom by which

* people once lived. What were the sources of their happi-

ness? What problems vexed our ancestors and drew upon
their powers of creativity? How did they think? How did
they live? Among the church’s people, a visit to great
places of the past — a pilgrimage — may be a visit to the
hometown of a saint, or to a church that reflects the spirit
of an era, or to the Holy Land where Jesus and his friends
lived. Just as God acts in people’s lives today, God acted
in the lives of people in the distant past. So a pilgrimage
is a journey to a place still remembered because God was
the motivating force in the lives of the people there and
because the people there sought God.

The twomost striking things on the tombstones are the
date the missionary arrived and the date he died. The time
between those two dates is usually short — six months, a
year, 15 months. Two or three years was a long time.

The early missionaries who came here had no resis-

tance to the malaria in the area and other diseases, and
there was no effective medicine to use.

Asyoulookat thesilent epitaphs among the palm trees -
and as you walk around the buildings of the old com-
pound, now largely deserted or given over to some other
use, you think of those who died here. They knew when
they agreed to come that it all probability their lives
would be cut short.

They literally offered their lives for the East African
slaves at Bagamoyo. A few months of missionary
service made it worthwhile.

I think Bagamoyo ought to be on everybody’s list of

“ancient” Christian places.

Someone mightargue that the important places of our
past history hold little of value for those of us living at
the end of the 20th century, who must learn to cope
with specific problems unheard of then — the ethical
challenges associated with modern medical discover-
ies, for example, or the challenges to our understanding
of ourselves and of our world posed by the space age.

But we have an instinct about the past. Our links to it
are not lines of contact with ancient spots where we go
to escape the demands of our own times. We can’t
escape those demands, We are stretched and we grow
as we confront them.

What we sense, however, is that we also need
contact with the spirit of our ancestors. This, too, will
challenge us. We will be stretched by thxs contact and
we will grow. !

L

Scriptures
Babylon's
impact on
~history

By Father John J. Castelot
CNS News Service

The very mention of the name of some cities evokes a
whole flood of mental and emotional associations. Taken
merely as cities — points on a map, places where people
live — these cities would be no different from any other
- cities. Butbecause of their impact on human history, they

are so important that they have become symbolic.
Hiroshima, Leningrad, Auschwitz: Just saying the

names creates moods too complex to be defined.

Among the ancient Israelites there was a city like this
— Babylon. — whose very name evoked a flood of
images and associations. And it was to become symbolic
among the early Christians too. “Fallen, fallen is Babylon

the great” (Rev. 18:2). That was the joyous shout that
went up in anticipation of the fall of pagan Rome,
responsible for the horrible deaths of innumerable Chris-
tians. But why “Babylon”? Because this ancient city was
so etched in the religious memory of people as to become
a symbol of all oppressive human powers. It was to
Babylon that all but a few inhabitants of Judah had been
dragged mercilessly, brutally, in 587 B.C. The armies of
Nebuchadnezer, afterafrightful siege, breachedthe walls
of Jerusalem, ravaged the city, burnt the temple to the
ground and started the people on a forced march of
hundreds of miles to the flat, parched plains of Babylonia.
It was the end of the nation, of the royal house of David,
of the religion of Yahweh — the end of the world, as far

PAGE 18 / Miami, Florida ! THE VOICE / Friday, July 21, 1989




Clement taught early Christians
lessons still valuable today

By Father
Robert L. Wilken

The world of the Gospels
was ‘rural. Jesus lived and
taught among people who
dwelled in small villages, till-
ing the land, raising sheep,
“shing on a small inland lake.

But in the decades after his
death, Christianity set down
roots in cities. In a few dec-
ades it was almost entirely an
urban movement.

Most Christian congrega-
tions were located in the larger
cities of the Roman Empire,
cities such as Antioch in
Syria, Ephesus in Western
Asia Minor, Thessalonica in-
Macedonia, Corinth in Greece.

One of the biggest chal-
lenges Christians faced in
those days was to adapt and
interpret the parables and sayings of Jesus — which use
illusrations and examples from rural life, for example

sowing seeds, winnowing wheat, grafting trees — to the

| chalienge of living in a large urban society. This chal-

lenge continues to face Christians today.

' When we think of the éarly church we have a picture
of helpless Christians being thrown to the lions in the
Roman Colosseum. But for most Christians life was
more prosaic, even uneventful.

However, most were faced then as now with the dally
task of trying to live as faithful Christians, learning to

know when to compromise, when to stand firm, whento .

do as one’s neighbors do, when to do otherwise.

Early on Christian leaders faced these challenges.
Over a period of several hundred years (about 150 to 500
A.D.), some wrote books and many preached sermons
dealing with Christian life in the city.

Carvings show strength in the faith of our ancestors

By Father David O' Rourke, oP
In the fall of 1955 I began my first course in the
archeology of the early church. I was living in France, in
a village 30 miles northeast of the Mediterranean port of
Marseilles. )
The little town, like many nelghbormg towns — often
no more than clusters of farmhouses and bamns situated

One of the earliest and most important of these people
was a man named Clement, who lived at the end of the
second and the beglnmng of the third centuries in Alex-

- andria, a city in Egypt located on the Mediterranean .

coast. Alexandria is still a thriving ‘metropolis in
modern Egypt with a Christian population.

Like all great cities, Alexandria was cosmopolitan,
composed of many different races, languages and relig-
jons. It was this diverse society that made Clement’s
task so challenging. Another mteresung factabout Clem-
ent is that he held no official position in the church.

His teaching was not primarily book learning but a
conscious effort to form people’s lives, to help them
learn good habits, todevote time to prayer and contempla-
tion, to engage in works of love and mercy.

Clement wrote the first manual on Christian ethics. His
book is not .an abstract collection of moral principles,

frescoed villas I remembered from my Latin texts.

Instead, there were rather unimpressive, cramped brick
rooms, usually without windows, having little decora-
tion, perhaps with cold stone benches around the walls.
Notexactly poor people’s houses, these were more likely
the homes and workshops of hard-working craftsmen
and shopkeepers.

- cosmetics, laughter, sleep, sex, clothing, shoes, how to

In the ancient city of
Alexandria, Egypt,
Clement became one of
the first in a long line of
Christian teachers,
writes the Rev. Robert
Wilken. Clement gave
Christians down-to-
earth advise on the
kinds of things every
human being deals with
every day.

but down-to-earth advice on the kinds of thmgs every
human being deals with every day: eating and drinking,
how to wear jewelry and other ornaments, the use of

behave at adinnerparty or at the public baths; evenhow
one should walk on the street.

For Clement, holiness or virtue had to do with the
“whole life,” not a private spiritual or religious zone.
Much of Clement’s teaching is taken directly from the
Scriptures (from the sayings of Jesus and from the
books of Proverbs and Sirach), but he also cites
precepts and maxims of pagan philosophers and moral
teachers. Clement is the first of along line of Christian
teachers in the great cities of the Roman Empire who
believed that Christians should not shun the world and
that they should feel that they had a distinctive contribu-
tion to make to city life.

which would attract no notice from anyone else.

For those of us accustomed to a very visible Christi-
anity, it is hard to recall that Christianity sometimes grew
in hiding.

These early Christians apparently went out of their
way not to draw attention to themselves.

At Christmas that same year I traveled to Rome, a 12-

around a church — bore witness to its ancient

roots by bearing the name of an early Christian
saint.

The countryside where I lived was chang-
ing from scrub forest to a settled Roman prov-
ince just as Christianity was beginning its
spread. -

From time to time a road repair or a .
building project would lift away the debris of
the last 1,700 or 1,800 years to reveal a ruin.

~ 'For those of us accustomed to a very visible
- Christianity, it is hard to recall that Christianity
sometimes grew in hiding. These early Chris-
tians apparently went out of their way not to
draw attention to themselves.
- Father David O'Rourke oP

hour train ride. There I hadanopportumty
to see even more Christian remains,

Again, the same simplicity, the use of
workrooms and shops as gathering places,
and the same secret signs. But also the reason
foritall, ForinRome you seethe signs of the
persecutions.

The first Christians may have struck their
pagan relatives as beyond hope and their
neighbors as bizarre. But to the public au-

dating from early Christian times. Our archeology pro-

fessor would hurriedly round us up to go and look at this
newfound treasure, which he would explain in detail.
Fascinated workmen would crowd around to listen be-
fore the march of progress required that it be covered up
again.

I recall bemg surpnsed at how small, even 1nS1gmﬁ-

cant, these ruins all were. These were not the pillared and

as God’s people were concerned. :

But actually the half century of exile was the crucible
in which modern Judaism was formed, and it left a legacy
to Christianity as well. At first there was hopelessness.
The people of Judah were put to forced labor on the
irrigation ditches which brought water to the vast plains
and sustained the local economy. After a day of back-
breaking work, they returned to their wretched com-

pounds of baked clay. They had no more hope of a future, -

than the Jews of the Nazi death camps. But there were
people whose faith i in Yahweh was unshakable: Some-
how, some way, some day, he would restore them.
People like these — the prophet Ezekiel for one —kept
alive ‘their hopes, their dignity, their sense of identity.

- What interested us were the scratchings and carvings-

we saw.

For here and there, scraped into a brick or patch of
stucco, were the secret signs the Christians made: a fish,
because the lettersin the Greek word for fish are the first
letters of the phrase *“Jesus Christ, Son of God, Savior™;
or a mixing of the Greek letters for the name of Jesus; or
some other symbol that Christians would recognize but

-They were now no longer Hebrews (a sociological term)

~ orlsraelites (a national designation). They were Jews, the

tribe of Judah. They became a new people. Over the 50
years, most of the original exiles died off and a whole new
.generation took their place. This new generation grew up
speaking a new language, Aramaic, the dialect of Baby-
lon (and the language in which Jesus one day would
preach). They developed a new form of worship. Cut off
from the liturgy of the temple, they formed synagogues —
congregations — built around a liturgy consisting of an
opening prayer, readings from their sacred books, re-.
sponse in psalms, a homily and a final blessing.

The first Christians, all Jews, adapted this liturgy to
their own uses. We still celebrate the Liturgy of the Word,

thorities the Christians were more. They were a threat to
public order. To a government that equated the practice of
the official religion with loyalty to the state, preachers of
a new faith were suspected of disloyalty.

So many of the first Christians apparently were cau-
tious. They did not deny their faith if interrogated. But
neither did they go out of their way to draw attention to
themselves.

..........

the part of the Mass when the Scripture reading
are proclaimed, with essentially the same
format.QOver the 50 years conditions of life im-
proved somewhat. Many Jews made their way into
the life of the city. They were able to aid the return
from exile in 538 and the rebuilding of Jerusalem
and the temple. '

“Babylon” understandably became a byword
for oppression, exile, suffering. Out of the pain
came anew people, anew nation, anew language
a new liturgy — Judaism, in which Christianity
wasrooted. It is a symbolic place in the history of
faith. It is a symbol of exile and death — and of
rebirth,
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Parish volunteers make thrift
shop a sellng sucess

By Christopher M. Riggs
Catholic News Service

WELLINGTON, Kan. (CNS)— Parishioners from St.
Rose and St. Anthony churches in Wellington, with a
little help from the local Knights of Columbus council,
have made the Mission Thrift Shop a selling success.

For 40 years the store has sold donated clothing and
other items and given the profits to community ‘and
church charities after covering expenses, according to
the store manager.

Even if something is unidentifiable, the thrift shop

‘can sell it, said Sis Metzen.

“Everything in here is a donation,” she told The
Catholic Advanee, newspaper of the Diocese of Wichita.
“Sometimes we don’t even know what is, but we sell
it.”.

Volunteers work as clerks, seamstresses, launderers
and do other odd jobs.

The store’s not-so-secret selling ingredient is its pres-
entation of goods, almost like a department store, said
Father Floyd McKinney, pastor of the Wellington
churches.

The presentation is due, in part, to the talent of Evelyn
Ostrander, a former Woolworth employee and volunteer
who helps design the store’s displays.

. “It’s not just another thrift shop or a used clothing
store, it’s more,” Father McKinney said. He added that
the store’s attractiveness and organization keeps the vol-

_ unteers coming back.

“They’re willing to work because it’s something that
they can be proud of ,” Father McKinney said. “They’re
provxdmg a service, not just finding a place for used
clothing.”

By Ines Pmto Alicea
Catholic News Service

WASHINGTON (CNS) — Edward Bysiek I1I, a New
York Catholic school student, is not your typical 9 -

year - old.

The fourth - grader at Southern Tier Catholic School
in Olean, N.Y ., is an award-winning video director. Ed-
ward, who started making animated videos at age 6,
already  has won. two state and three international
awards.

His latest production tackles drugs and is titled “Be a
Winner, Drugs are for Losers!” The youth has been
waiting to see if the video, which stars 120 of his class-
mates, brings him honors from New York Gov. Mario
Cuomo’s Youth Drug Prevention Campaign and the
American Film Institute’s contest for “Visions of the

s » i

“(Kids) are confused a ot and I wanted to educate
them and tell them that drugs are really bad for you,”
said Edward about his video in an early June telephone
interview with Catholic News Service. -

- The video, which took three months to create, features
Edward’s classmates romping in parks, at anice rink and
atschool while asong by the group Talking Heads, called
“Take Me to the River,” serves as soundtrack.

Edward’s teacher, Mary Koch, told CNS June 5 that the
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video production was a “Wonderful experience” for the

- students,

“They really enjoyed it very much ” Ms. Koch said.
“It ‘has had an impact on them because it really has
gotten them talking about what’s going on in the world.”

Ms. Koch added that the video has a strong Catholic
message of respecting life by not taking drugs.

Edward, the oldest of four children of a Catholic
family, said he wants to make film production a career.

He just got a head start thanks to living in a rural area

with poor television reception, said his mother, Betsy.
“When you live in arural area the result is that the

 kids look for other alternatives,” Mrs. Bys1ek said. “He.

puts a lot of time into his videos. He loves it.”

She said she and her husband have tried to teach their .

children values and she hopes they will continue to be

“réflected in his work. -

“They are the values which will hopefully make an
impact on a broader audience,” she said.

Edward’s awards have come for his documentaries on
Martin Luther King Jr. from the Cork Youth Interna-
tional Film Festival in Cork, Ireland, and from a New
York state Martin Luther King Jr. film contest.

Edward is not the only to have gained fame in the
Bysiek family. Brother Michael, 7, appeared on “The
David Letterman Show” in 1987 with an elecmc toﬂet
paper dispenser he invented.

Youngster makes winning video

g , )
'The video has a

strong Catholic
message of
respecting life by
not taking drugs.’
Also ' They en-
joyed it very much
-and it has had an
impact on the chil-
dren because it
- has gotten them
- talking about
what’'s going on in
‘the world."

- Ms. Mary Koch .
Teacher at Southern
Tier Catholic School

Teachlng my kids phone ethuette

By Hilda Young

Ok, I admit it. We have never been big at enforcing
phone etiquette at our house. 'We have friends whose
children answer the phone *“Hamilton’s Residence,
Maryanne speaking,” while we have been content with
“Hello” or “Your nickel, shoot.”

However, “Yo,” or “Is Jim there?” or “Youngs’ Bed
and Breakfast” as telephone greetings stretch even our
tolerance.

" “The ringing of our phone will no longer be consid-
ered an invitation for spontaneous, tacky one-liners,” I
told our oldest two yesterday.

I plopped down a*“Telephone Images” pamiphlet that
camein the mail. “Dignity and decorum shall become
the bywords of our salutations.”
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~ They exchanged glances while I opened the booklet.
“It says here that the optimum distance between the

~ mouthpiece and your lips is one-half inch. One inch

produces “fair results,” three inches ‘poor results.”
“That must explain why I have such ahard time getting

people to understand me when I hold the phone between

my knees.” oldest son remarked with a straight face.
“How do I know an inch from a half inch when-my
eyeballs don’t stretch down that far?” questioned oldest
daughter.
“Maybe you could mark off that yardstick you call a
tongue in half-inch segments,” suggested her brother.
. “Cute dork,” she said. *““You’re just lucky phone lines
don’t carry breath odors or no one would want to call
“us. You’d give the word “gagline” a whole new mean-
ing.” It seemed time to interrupt their sharing of ideas.

“Tone of v01ce, it says here, is critical when speaking on
the phone.”

“Yeah, Miss Nazeltone here could probably get
Memorex tape to beg for mercy,” slippedin her brother.
“Her old boyfriend told me he held the receiver up toa
tree once and her voice peeled the bark.”

Daughter’s eyes narrowed. “That’s almost a compli-
ment from someone who thinks mumbling is an art
form. My friends ask me how we taught the dog to
answer the phone after you answer it.”

You guessed it. The phone rang. After about a tenth
of a second pause, they both dashed for it. Daughter
won.

“Dignity and decorum,” she chimed. Why didn’t that
surprise me?
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